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Current Topics

At Last

It would seem as if the repeated and not unde-
served flagellations to which President Wilson Las been
subjected by candid American papers are at last begin-
ning to have some effect.  In Friday’s cables we read
that ‘ America has protested (o Germany (hrough the
Hague Tribunal against the dropping of bowbs near
reliel ships bound for B3elgium.” kv 13 a case of better
late than never.  Oue caunot hely reflecting that had
President Wilton only uttered o firm word at the le-
ginning of the war there might have been a very differ-
ent story to tell, and Belgium imiglt not Lave been the
bruised and manvled naiion that she now is

Some Bishop Grimes Stories

By reason ol his long episcopaie, s hospitable and
sociable nature, aud his frequent jourteyings in New
Zealand, Austraiia, and abroad, the lue Bishop Grines
was one of the best known of osur Dominion prefates;
aud when the flood of reminiseenve is properly toosed
there will be plently of stories (o tell. Meanwhile, the
Sydoey Hulfolin gels inoearcly with o conple of wondd
ones: C Bizhop Gromes, of Christehureh (ML swhn
died this week v Sydney, was a scbolarly prelate whe
hailt his own nemment inow massive Cathedral - one
of the fAncst churches in Maoriland. The work was
undertaken ab the suggestion of an Teizh bistiop. While
Pr. Grimes waz o lrelaud in 12930 waitiine Tor some
priests and wonslering hiow he wonld B3 in tine, this
friend proposed thar D showld eolleol fumds for e
thing or other, Tlave vou s Uathedreal 0
TNo, but o we wanl oone badlvo WY Surt ool
And he did. Soowell did b weorl it the O el
Wit conpivied teetve vear Tefore the ancabie ohl
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e o s clerie s owee . bl
Leo XTLEL who appoanted Tine oo ahe e s=ee
Christelineein o V=367,

tell his Flodines e Chreistelineh o . .
had a bad cold when L called. Pl HESS AR
to the Pontihl coven vears aitopraiis, Yo lud o
cold when last [ et NOIL e ven nnaw augie well o7
came the anxious unguiry, T asionizied
satd he thouvht be'd shalen itoofy,
mucls’

had hinishied seboninne
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The Jerman Fleet

CTts s lone, lone wadt o Whlli v,
one of the wany parudies on -~ Tipperars and unicss
Mre. Wington Churchtll has up bis cleeve sope Qitherto
undiselosed plan for careving o dis
Sdigging the Germwos out,” the indieations ave that
the watt will last o lone e v, o view of
refative superiority of the Brivishe ileet, wind o0 pas
experience, the Gorman ships ave not taking any visks:
and in this they are, of course, from their own point of
view, ouly acling with ordinary commoes senwn, T"he
Germman \'i(’\\'}minl_ it the cosnderations shiel malke
caution  the  cue 1= andieaiodd a0 statement
tade in the cvourze of o lectiore  delivered at Kiel
University early in Febvuary by Grand Admival von
Koester, president of the German Navy ILeamune. who
also throws out a hint as to the sole condition under
which the German fleet will aceept engacement.  ~ We
are full of the Armest confidence 1 owr fleet,” said
Admiral vor Koester, “bhut wo know that a sea-hatltle
means dealll or victory, and that a destroved floch van-
not, be replaced tn Fhe enurso of the war, even if 1+ Tasls
for years. We must, therefore, under all cradibions be
cautious n our proceduce and allow ourselves fo ho
incited to un deed which might eventuate in our defeat
For what would bhe tlhie situation 1f a sea batble tuck
place to-morrvow iu which each ane of our =hips fook a
hostile ship to the bottom with if, and perhaps some
others? Then we should be without a fleet and Eung-
land could proceed gradually in its attacks against our
coasts. And you can be sure after the conduct of
England in our colonies that no city would be spared.

Ay, s
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Our coast from Emden to Memel would be most severely
threatened. Landing attempts, if they were sufficiently
well prepared, could succeed at places most uncomfor-
table for us.  Our fleet must protect ns under all con-
ditions and may accept, hatile only when it can reckon
on viclory.’ Il naval battle is to be aceepted only
when a viclory Jor Germany is assured, the day of the
sreat encounter is still & very long way off.

What has Become of them ?

Before the wav broke out we heard a very great
deal about the readiness and efficieney und formidable
fighting eapacity of Sir Edward Carson’s great Army
of Ulster Vuolunteers.  Fverylhing was in order to the
tast button, ay the phirase goes.  The * Army’ had had
a thorough conrse of driil and trainine ; it executed the
moxt brilliant manocuvres; ity sigualling corps wwas
lterally a wonder ; and altogether it was a shame what
these " Ulster 7 warriors would da to their Catholic
fullow-countrymen and to the British regulars if the
privileve and respousibility of self-govermment should
be thrast npon them.  After the war broke out, the
Carsonite Volunleers still managed to keep in the lime-
light. Ia the course of time tle announcement was
nide that thev had offered for service in considerable
numbers s and under eonspieuous and applanding Lead-
Pres the news of this altogether adimirable and praise-
worthy act was duly trumpeted to the ends of the
varth. The Ewmpive hreathed more freely to know
that althonel Germany had had considerable advantage
e the matter of preparvation, the British Army was
now to be retoforeed by at least one body of troeps that
wits 1w state of coinplete readiness, Yel these men
cvowhone such lgh hopes were built have not yet gone
poothe front o peophe are wondering what has become
o Ul The Ulster Vaoluleers were supposed  to
RN Il"“t\i‘.'”(l Al E‘!l"l")“‘_’!l fr’“illil]‘l‘; twn }'e.‘-i[‘:: befule tlle
reert s ob the T and 16th Trish Divisions, and tl]ey
forve b, ol course, oo it sty moentlhs training
ver the Tosle Divistons are now on Burope
Gk the Dhocr Vodnteers are a0 ol beanne,
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oth o Parliament aud in the press questions are
beome asked abowi the matwer. Mrs. Alice Stopford
Gorosn, e Jelter e vhe fheify Vews, expresses her
secrer that the Uister Division is net e fight i the
PoAry side by oside with the 1080 and 16th Irish
Soisions, and her astonishnient that Sir Bdward Car-
cnonpdd ady Lomdonderey lave been more Intent on
ceabing il trace o the Trish controversy than on
Prrw the Orancenmen o fhe {fronf. *The Ifather
g mons o the J0th aed 16t Divisiuns © writes to the
brish press enguiring the cause of the delav. 1t seems
wnpossilide, however, 1o gel anvthing hke a definite
repdv, Ihoa recont address on the neeasion of a visit
U the Nopthoof Treland, St Bdwarvd Carson spoke of
“lotne defenee,’ and wow a Natwonalist journal sug-
cesta Chato it is only Tor warlare of this kind that the
Ulsler Valunteers have cnlisted.  That, however, s
fon bad to he true. And uew Mr, Swift MeNeill, o
respuinse fooa question in Parliawment, has elisted the
iteresting md authoeritative information that Sir Ed-
ward Coarson’s Vohuteers 'will not necessarily be the
last roops to go (o the front.’ That is, apparently,
s11 the Teht that can he got on the matter. Tt is nob
very salisfactory—Ileast of all, we should suppose, to
the Volunteers themselves.  After all {le dyilling,
parades, reviews, and manecuvres. and after all the
hot-air speeches of their proud and fiery leader, fo be
pmblicly told that they will not necessavily be the Iast
1o dake 1he field 12 lhe'm']wllr‘\:t of anti-climaxes. Alas!
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The Fall ot Pizemysl

The experts have been explaining to us the signi-
cance of the fall of Przemysl-—how that it epens the
way to Cracow and Silesia, releases a large body of
Russians for field operations, strengthens the morale
of the whole Russian force, ete.  But even without
their valued assistance the most common-place citizen



