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SIDELIGHTS ON THE WAR

GENERAL.

Mr. Belloe, lecturing at Queen’s Iall, Tondon,
said that in August the numerical superiority of the
Germans to the Entente Powers was as eight to six,
that in April the proportion will be eight te eight, and
in June ten to eight agains Germany.

The five French Cardinals, the Avehbishops of
Rheims, Bordeaux, Pails, Monipellier, and Lyons, have
sent an  address fto Cardinal Mercier, the  Belgian
Primate, expressing their adiniration Yor his recent
Pastoral, and associating thewsclves 1n sympathy with
him in the grief miflicted by the invasion of Ins country
and the devastation of its towns and villages, especially
the destruction of the Universily of Lounvain, with ity
library and priceless collection of historical puossessions.

When Princess Mavy's Christinas gifls o 1he roops
at the front were being despatched, her Roval Hichiess

deposited in ecne box a slip with rthe words:- ~ This
box was packed by lier Roval Hlighness the Prine

Mary. The recipient shonbd acknowiedes 1is receipd
to lLer Roval [lighness Princess Mary. Dektireham
Palace.” On February 3 the Hp was reeciverl o
Buckingham Palace. cndorsed with the words: Tl
Yol Roeceived l)\' e, TR0, Private Frizeor: 1oval

Munster Fusiliers.

Cardinal Beurne, on bhis retwrn Do Fraee
pressed himself as greatly stricic by the cave
the British seidier 1w the fichting e, hoad o
and sickness. Nuooprecantion analking tor
comfbort was ontiesd, The cheerfilness o e
evoked the unlimbrved adrmiration, (UL o~ tio o were
witly patient courge wnd herofe deterininnts :

Ly the Justice of our canse Thew wers z
defence nnt ondy ef Ko sl conityy el !
o Christian civilisation. Thoe Candivad

visit was received at generpd hesdgunrors e '
French, who alw pard w viad o the Doeplios <o
Asturias, which the Cermoms toapodoed o fached

sink.

AN ANGLTICAN BlstIoP ON VIR it il
IN FRANUE

The testimouy of the Misbop oo thiord s
Diocesan J/:q;r;:f;,‘r v the Tervor o0 Poenen i s
and of the virtlity of the Cauren o Froasee -0 e
tnterest. 1Tis Lovdshop weites:

T latve recently been o Franeeo o oaih
towns and villaves, onowechdiys ol Suanday: Do
been struck by the responEe Froms e wonl wetnen o
children to the call ta praver. o [T R TTIE
been very nouch struck with o the dnerepsedd oo
whicly is being laid by the Churel of thar comney o
frequent ;lll[l‘(llii]_\' Conmni o The nottee ks i
any chore Dregquent and danfy Comminion

iy the nnrmell rule of the true Chrisian. which, 1
ciretnstances  permit, s T withiin The ssanpeteres
all,” The rale of Tasting Gorcboesd Gt cate G
dispensation. Tt is convenivul geoprcnadhdog to make
some preparation for Contioar, bt T r]e"-n-»- o
preparation must he aceording tooeach one’s ciremn

stances. The onfv obstacle {o daily (mmnmmn 14
“gome certainly mortal s eommitted sinee The Lkl
good Confession.’ sueh notices and ihe grest mmJ 11'
of communicants seen daily «1p|)|o.1<lmw the altars in
cate a remarkable change in ihe practive of Uw lwm 1
Communion at least in that country.’

BINGING ‘GOD SAVE IRELANDS

Trivate Rohert McGregor, of the Gorden il
landers, wriling to Lis father, who resides in ]‘m'kll i
Glasgow, gives the following 11'i1!ing aceount of an
cngagement with the Germans:-

‘I am leaving the treuches, wiwere we have heen
for about ten da.ya, and we are now enjoving a well-
earned rest at ——. You may have hieard of the severe
fighting by this time. Tt was awful,-and T am sorvy

to say many of our poor fellows will never come home
again. On the night of December 26 we were in-
formed “that the Germans would make an attack on
omr Lrenehies, so not an eye was closed that night.
About four o’clock we thought it was a false alarrn
and we settted to enjoy forty winks, when their ﬂrtl]]ery
npcned fire o us. . .

COur guns were l)lazmrr away, and, I think, found
the lel !U\\'b who were annoying us, as their ﬁre got
stacker, and finally ceased.  This sort of thing was
kept upy till day dawned, and we lost (remainder of this
senlence censored), Hwn we saw the Iluns advancing
as uneoneerned as 5 on parade. On they came in close
Fornation, wud there must have been Len to oue against
s, We fived s bard ax we conld, but they seemed
ta e oul of nowliere, and never halted.  When they
wete getting too close we chareed. [t was our only
cliee, When they saw us leave the trenches they
Fidiedd for o wmoment, but alterwards came on io meet
EEN I danfl vomewber much of what took place then.
Poowas stab and hoek, hack and stab. You could hear

the sish of gun acainst cun, the thud, thud, but
Feovoned This there was an vuneanny silenee, hroken some-

Ly

i an oath and o croane low fong this went on
I Loevdiv ko thut it seemed vears (o i), We drove
thom back atran o hundred vardss Our officers saw
tie Cemmans reinforeed . and sounded the retreat, buts
cwlie b few machine cuns we eonddu’t geot back to
e reniebies, The Germans=, vow creatly increased,
cavre o apsin, amd our fellows, onlv about 170 left, got
codv toneet what ceemed certain death. But just-ab
hed nestnent we heard the somnd of sineing, and the
ancl Howas the {‘onnaught
Do ooy e I hiave seen some reck-
iyt but wothing Ao matelr the
inri callant. Trishmen.
fan k. The Ger-
ahowi. 2000 .w‘uusl,
n=1 but had there
i v wzoul they
jev simply were
ring God save

i owas el sove !

ot s oof Frin Laving broken
' sword, and
wiv ol this giant went
Fonr hudred and
el e and wouneded, and we took
Vit it oot beeg o e feish Iwoeuldn’s

Lot s hiel anad owhon toeonnes tooa hand-to-hand
1 et e the owhole Bratish o Army o
S el S Peelonsl aad Beishmen
Tl S TRrTU AL LN SR oR
R O DR O DI HH‘:‘«'I.‘-.
Socrthele en the solciiaal dndluenee of  soldier-

O o el comrades o e h;d\i(‘ﬁc](l 15 Con-

aed sec Ul Jede Cdonelele e Mo Philip Gibbs.
Lo e s (“r-:l.‘!'ll‘l\ My Gihhe says:

It o vpre to e cne of the fracie fronies of fhis

o ek s Hvas Lave been dedhiented i the

e and owinose paedas shonlil he o clean of

Shtheneebves compelland b e Taw of Franee
vanrie coses ureed by their own oanstinets of
i . soldicrs in the dighting ranks.
lhstenl of denonneing Dbrom every pulpit the slame-
bihiress o s Bloody barehery which has made a
ekt of oo so-ealled eivilisation and invelved all
Tonmaniiy i its erime, those pricsis and monks have
e themsclyes undder diseipiine whieh =ends them into
the shambles in which they must kil or be killed.
When the mobilisabion orders were issued 1o the ables
hodied wanhond of the nation ihe call to the colors
was wnt bo voune ewres and abbes throughout the
ecnniry and to veuny monks Lelonming to Religions
Cvpders hanished 11\' its polificvians, Jesuils and Do-
mivieans, Weanoseans and (,rnmehlox who had Deen
avited from ¥ranee for conseienee’ sake, hurried back
al 1ho first swnnens, dispensed from ihat Canon Law
which forbids them 1o shed blood, and as Frenchmen,

Loy seraes




