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ROME LETTER

(From our own correspondent.)

January 8.
THE VATICAN GROTTOS.

One wonders how many of the fereigners who every
year walk into St. Peter’s in Rome, realise the great
past that lies benmeath their feet.  Under the flooring
of St. Peter’s are the Vatican Grottus, which rmn al-
most under the entire length and breadth of the mighty
Basilica— those historic scries of  apactients

whore
Papes, emperors, kings, queens, princes, and cardinals
sleep their long last sleep.  For down here were the
foundations of * (Hd 8St. Peter’s,” which Bramanie de-
molished to make way for the glant edifice the world
admires to-day.  Nowhere on earth 13 so mueh majesty
and greatness concentrated as in the tombs of the
' Grotte Nuove and the * Grotte Vecchie]
Cathedral of Christendon where lie the remains of
Tius X, Let us recall sone of thenr names. One feels
keen pleasure v standing by the tombs of thase ot
whomt we have been reading o history, ecelesiastion)
and profane, sivee we first canie to take an interesi o
books,  Ilere lie the ashes of the Prinve of the Aposiles
ieoa bronze urn, and theze of the Dones who o
diately surcecded ime- Linws, Clotus, Fvamaluse i
tus,  Telesphorus,  [lyeinus, P, Eleatherios, ond
Victor all wartvrs for the Faith ot Cliviat, A,
to come down the aces a hitle, i the

heneath the

et alsn he
the Emperor Orho §§.. the warlike Cosntess Matilda
(who, at the ace of fitteen, pat Lar=eld at the heaed of
her troap= amd mavehed spon Bome o Nherate the
Pope frome his enendesy and the cnly Sueish Doy
Nicholas Breakspear Al IV ond then fhe taa
of the Stuartz, Wi James, the SOl Pretendes’
Bonnie Privee Charlie, the o Yoon,  Prolender.
the Cardinad Do of York, Heorv, Newr thee

tite tombs «f Pope Nichalas Voo Paad TH, Nuholas TUHE

Trhan VI and several othier Loy Ponnifis rua
this 15 o Lattoweld spot. Bot there are others of biter
vears who enn he pussod over For ti prosen Sultiee

1
]

Ioto 2av the Unthiobie worlil feels olaed that fise semains

ot suel a gniversativ-loved Pootnd as was Moas N

pese in s seeredd places The wlimnatration :
Wasilicnn has coverod the tomb of Pigs N white
marhle frem the Tanvns gquaries of rrara, oo which

s carved an tnseviption which sunes g thee T o the
great Pope in o few words:
PEEN PN
i TR
it o d Boepeilis vapede,
prappd Cabhodice ppde v fortis,
Fovstesw e wmpnita e (O hriaia
NBDITETER
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RECEDPTIONS 1IN [IaNoR ol T PRI
AMBASSADOI
The enupde ol receptions held T o avtlinal Gasgnet
{1 honor of the newlyappanted Hiitish Mo ssador
to the Haoly See have evnked nowoad deal of inlerest

[eoahiis i NV

1kl
Rome.,  Thev were a suecess.  Big people and Biltle
people were there,  People who represent ameat deal,
and people wha canunot hoist of this distinetion werse
present.

A CONTINENT UPSIDE DHIRV X,

Any vemarks regarding the War of Natons made
in this column will not be construed into partisanship
towards either side. But there are certain anomalies
worth mentioning, the mere thought of which makes
one realise Burops is furned upside-down. SRituations
considered to horder on the impossible nine months ago
are now quite the order of the dav. 'l‘l1.;1t. 90 per (-ynt.
of the Fremell are now fervent in their protestations
in favor of everything veligious is something like a
miracle. But when it comes to a whole regiment of
French soldiers insisting upon defiling before a nun

for the purpese of doing her public honor, we find a
miracle of the first class. Right past the good little
Sister marched officers and men with drums beating
and flags flying; for the heroism of the nurse caused
them to disdain the crew of little political humbugs
who herctofore drove such brave women from their
country. And thea the snzdden affection for the Pope
with which Turkey, Servia, France, and England have
been officially seized! They now realise the truth of
the saving of M. Thiers in the French Chamber
s long  ago: - ui manye di Pape  en omeurt’
{*1le who makes a meal of the Pope dies of the re-
past ).

NOTIEIS. .
The Pope’s veference to a ray of Lope for peace
encournged Haly to think she may be spared the
hinrrues of war after all.
Among those at

hasg

irdinal Gasquel’s reception was
the Most Rev. Dro Redwood, Avrchbishop of Welling-

ton, amd Right Rev. Bishop Kennedy, Rector of the
American Collere, Rome.

Bach ivatl a writer acquires is a lantern, which
he forns Tull on what facts and thoughls hie already in
biia i,

e thal man over there) satd the man 1 the
tranear, pointing 1o a wan-faeed fellow-traveller, young
vt heat abmost double, S Well, | was hike that 011157
aovear aen beot up with Rhenmatizm and raked with
Setatien Now bk oat e U've not a trace of the
el frouble. 'moguite hale and hearty- -thanks to
BITEUMO. 1 tricd seores of Thines before RHEUMO,

Bt they did e no eonds 3 ever vou get Rheumatism,
Ciout, or Lambava, RITEUMG will curve von. Thou-

srnds testitv to the wonderfud qualifies of RHEUMO.
1 oyremoves the eanse of the tronbie: drives ihe ure
acid Trom the svetem, and brings reliel and cure) Of
all chemists and ~tores, 26 and 4 6.

olli(§ [or Our Bogs:

C lvery bovocenjovs oo oewnoa o well-
made =uit. [le likes to Teel smart
and  wentlemanly  in appearance,
Why not wratify thiz healthy pride.
By comine rere, the extra cost will
Be nil

© e Dovss =utls are dependable and

slvlisin,

P Loy are inoa overy wide assorlment
ol =ivles, Alaterials, and Patterns.
€ Rvery necessary size i3 here and all
are oflered ot prices which  make

rresislible values,

Come and sive us the opporfunity {o
<iow vourr what we can de 1 tlns
directinn.

« 17 vou dont geb hetler value than
over vou ot before, we do nol ask
ol Lo buy.

A. GABITES

Timaru and Temuka
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