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Mr. Tlobhouse draws the moral of the Ambrose
and Mercier incidents, and throws nub a pointed hint to
the German ecclesiastical anthoritics. ' We know that
ia every couniry ministers of religion ask thenselves
anxiously why faith is declining. wWell, the leaders of
the German churches just now have a magnificent oppor-
tunity for arresting the decline. Let the Germaus
see one of their ceclesiastical authorities orderiug the
Kaiser out of churel until he will make good the wrangs
of Belgium, aud they will very speedily be convineed
that a religion which can so inspirve its leading exponents
mwust  at ]e 15t command  respect. Respect 13 not
the same thivg as belief, but in religion there can be no
belief without respect.  Qavdinal Mercier has won the
world’s respect. e has also shown overy Cheistian
minister the simplest and suvesl way of re establishing
his religion in the wminds of men”
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MARSITAL FRENCIT PRESENT AT
BENEDRICTION.

A Redemplorist, Father, who is chaplain to !lw
9nd Battalion of the Roval Trish Reglment, fighting
gatlantly at the front, has just written to lL'H_ h‘uw
Field-Marshal  Sir John French altended Bonedietion
on the first Sunday of January, 1015, The reverend
chaplain says:—
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‘ Invitations were issued by the head priest to
General French and the Staff and to my Commanding
Officer and his oflicevs. At 5.45 Geuneral French made
lius appearance, and he was duly escorted to a special
seab near the altar rails,  ITis whole Stalf turned up
to a man.  The Mayor and Aldermen of the town were
preseut, and the people of the town {locked in in such
nunbers Lo the ¢hmreh that evening that many were
forced to stay outside.

YOUR RACE AWD YOUR
COUNTRY
Lord Kitchener on January 18 inspected the 2nd

Battalion of the lrish Guards, under the command of
Liwutenant Colenel the Barl of Kerry, Major the Earl

Rosse adso being on pavade.  Addressing the bat-
talon, the Secrelary for War said he was proud to
h'l\'o beew honnved by being appointed Colonel-in-Chief
el the Losh Guavd:, who upheld the mosh glol‘ious tra-
ditions of their race In the present war, and were
madking an imperishable name for thonselves. Tt was
enly o shovt tre sinee thedr Tate eoloned, Lord Roberts,
tood on thal spot to encourage The yepiment, and he
(hord Kitehener) delt deeply the honor ‘which had been
paiel B as suecessor to o reat o coldior,  These wlio
were cativg ont to Join theh aompades should remember
thadr race and therr countrve Thoze who were in train-
v stonld deterine o be ready ond it when the call
catne Loocarry o the orent exammnie,
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TIEE WAL AND RELTGION.

There 35 oue patch of sinlicht i the darvk clouds
Pt overzhadewe Buvope (savs the vathole Vagazine
For =onth A rriead. o onee the gquestion of religion
15 ool ade the bhone o) eonfeution. There is no Jack
peraerition o the borom of seme of tho
Bobtine nation<: bur eelieion has et been made the
pretest o thie fizhit, mor s e heen drnggeed inte the
as oo supplementary cause alter the war began,
This so called wars of relicion i the past have rarely
heen Toneht on o fair md square relisioas gssue: but a
war-ery haz ooly toe often been wsed 1o in-
loenee e the mob, as was done during the
teforuation strirgles, especially helwoen *lllglnnd- and
S W know now thai the rend issue between
Fuetand and Spain was o comnercial one. in the
prosent sfrugple Catholies ave to be found on both sides,
Profesiants are Hkewise divided, and even {he Meoham-
medans are split np inla apposing factions.  Tn so far
cos a0 sonrce of peeutiar bifteruess, it is a
for congratutation.
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TATIHER BERNARD VAUGIIAN'S VIEW.

Father Dernard Vavshan, H.0., speaking in the
Jast 1nd of T.ondon reeently. said that from one im-
portant view-point. Cardinal Mercier's arrest was about
the best. bit of news that had been flashed to them



