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nation is only expiated by the earnest penance and
radical conversion of the entire nation.

"Therefore, do your Bishops invite you all with oue
voice to a common and decisive act of expiation on
the Sunday atter the teast of the Kpiphany, Jauuary

0. OQur mvitation is addressed to all, but quite par-
ticularly to men and yeuths; for they must here, as
in the tield of battle, stand in the first line for people
and country.  We shall alvo inform our soldiers m the
field, and invite Lhein to take part ax Lar as they can.

We will above all purity and sanctify ourselves by
a devout reeeption of the holy Sacraments ; we will next,
on the three preceding davs, wiited divine worslup,
make solemn repuration to the divine Hearl of  our
Saviour and threugh it to the Trivwe God, above all
for our ewu sius, lor our nesiigence in God's serviee,
for our weakuness and cowardice, for our tepidity and
lukewarmness ; then for the guill of the cutive nation,
for so mueh blasphiemy and denial ot the eternal Trath,
for such shameiul transgressing of Gud's eteraal con-
mandments, Tor so nuel contempt of grace, for 2 mach
ingratitude towards the iudiite Saviour love of our
Redecmer, for so much mjury done to God's kinodom.

We will v to Heaven with the Prophet Daniel
‘0 Lord God. wreat and terrible, Wl weepest the
covenant and merev to them thae Suve Thier amd keep
Thy commandmentz. we lave sinned. we Tive e
mitted 1niguity, we have dous wickedly aml we have
gone aside frow Thy commandments and Thy Jinle
ments. O Lord, to us belongeth contusion ol Tace, gy
to Thee, the Lord wur God, merey and Torgiveriess.

Tlow gracivisly will the divine Lieart of Josns and
the 1Teart of the Heavenly Father veeeive this repan
tion from so nany tnousacd repeninet sorrow s
hearts ! S0 do owe pay ol thie war debu o var
52 do we do our puon to sherten he tme ol tlae v
tion, to hasten e return of peine, o it our ]
lr¢ Dbern acain to trath.

Let the act ol atonanent be Deloewed by toe act
of dedication. Ye kunow, DBoeved, that Pope Lo NTHEL
on June 11, 18309, dedicated the entoe warhd e shee
mwaost holy Teart of Jesis, Weowills an the Bevini
of the year 1015, dedicaie afresh o
earl of Jesus cur learts, ony
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our dicceses.  The ceavity oud the needs G U i

foree us thereto.

In oall Europe the natioms stand
pther in two hostie catnes The fire e vty
from the west over into the easts N v
point in the workUs bistory has pitde s s e
On the b]i‘l](l‘\' il o1 battte the ) e -
being  decided, Evervthing  sutlevs
quences of the war, and tlhere 5 s
o house that has no odead memier G
there is uo cned in view. Foomweh only
much misery 01 awaits us

Therefore will we do everviiing o Nl of o i
of need a {ime of vrace by clusesl ninn with e
Qavieur and Redecmer.  And so let ehilidver g adats,
men and wolen, veuils aned macdens, Tirese at e
and those in the field, pricstz and busbope, e U
gether for this solemn act of ConEecralLon

In truth, this unien with the savionr wit
ne hlessings and make nf ihe vear 1915 a vear of =alva
tion. Tu the Tleart of onr Saviour nur hewets heooee
From 1=
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eound peain and their Jifebeats slronger
Teart shall we draw strength in ithe vl soryiars
of the war, Lo live u life ol strict selfodenind, as every
one is bound to do 1o rime of war, to cndure 1 pren
and prayer: strength {n take our victories liumity and
the final vietory which may God grant us soan: ves,
gtrength and prace that the victory muy not mike us
arrogant, that we may not he overeonme by aur own
victories but in humble thanks give God the vlary amlt
after the return of peace remain on the el patic
and strive to advance windiul of the Prophet’s wored
CThus saith the Lord thy Redeemer, the Holy One of
Tsracl: T am the Tord thy God that teach thee profit-
able things. that eovern thee in the way (hal thon
walkest. (O that thon had’st hearkened to My oonm-
mandments: thy peaco had heen as a river, anrd thy
justice as the waves of the sea, and thy seed had been

(numerous} as the sand (of the sea) '—Is. xlviii. 18-19.

Such good results do we expect for ourselves and
for our whole country from the Loly exercises to which
we urgently invite you. In this glad cenviction we,
your Pastors, united with you in spirit, consecrate be-
fore all vurselves and our dicceses to the most holy
Ileart of Jesus. We commend to this divine ITeart
full of love and grace cach and every one of you—for
you are all in cur hearts in life and in death—our
soldiers, to whom our thoughts and prayers go forth
day and mght: the widows and the orphans of the war
on whose wounded hearts may deseend, we pray, the
Lalim of divine consolation ; our dear country, to which
vur hearts are devated with very special Jove and loy-
alty at sweh o lime as this.

0O sword of the Lord, how long still wilt thou net
rest 7 Retwen to thy sheath, ealm thyself and be still.
Jesus. boly Lamb of God that takest away the sins of
{he world, Liave merey on us and granl us peace! 1loly
Mary Vievin Mother of God, entreat for us {rom thy
divine Sou perden, oraee, and peace. Amen.
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Tn aceordunce with tie above Dastoral; it is hereby
(AN h_‘l‘(‘d N

{1y The Pastoral zhall be read in all Churches on
the =unday arter Christmag, December 27, taking the
plice of the sermon. Those who have care of souls
Lve thus the opportnnivy of siving the people timely
coel veneated notioe e the Churell and by the press-—-
the velivinus eeremuny, so that all may e able to
viernlate themselves :1:‘&'(‘[-‘(151131)." ’

2y O Jammary 7008 aned 90 a Triduum shall be
coelonrated with o sernwm where that 1< possible, and ab
Tonet with one evendne serviee o several hours’ Adora-
: there =lhiall be inereased

§0 90 sttty NN ;’;",]n}uv;;’r,u_'
Sy Aturities Doaroennlession

(v The fadhfg are recommended to spend one of
Tioeae by s

Yosd
Pl v Suoday after the Hpiphany, Janvary
S e dav Toe the Exposivion of the mest bolv Suera-

et thers i oo Y venerad Cononunion and solemn

S oserviee with o sermoon dn the merning, cither at
crdd of the pnonine servies ar after the solenm ser-
: Iroreeasion of The Dessed =erament - in the

1irc solemy conreeration =hadl he ade an the
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sowii e felormod throush
fow, s shinll induce
furaoas far oas porsihle in the ecelebration.
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N e so cotsmunicate with their [riends in

the vy o the saee effecd '

Thivd sunday in Advent, 1911

Friasers Candinal von Brrriseeir, Avebb. of Miin-
e Freisine — ey Cavdinal o vone Hlawr-
wasn., Arehb, ol Cologne -3 Tronas Archb.
af Preibure o James Avebbo of  Bambery -

e nwacn Arellh. of Guesen and Poseu
% Avonr Prince-bishop  of  Breslan o ML
Frems 13.oor Frier o Ananr B of Strass
hure % Feeopisaso B Wurgburg -—d Pavr
Winniay 1BLoof Hottenbure—F& Avcosrmise B
o Kntoe ok Axroxy 1 of  Regensburg—
B \Winniunonry 3. of Metz, O.8.1-—F Maxr-
witiey ool Aweshuwre sRGronce Hexuy B,
ol Mainz— %% Lro 13, of Liichstdtt, O8B.—
WCRlotsaenn Fruix Boool Passan--ok Josera
Dastax T3, of  Fulda R Acoustise B, of
Femland sk Cnannes Joseen B oof Pader-
born - % Micwann B.oaf Spires- Joux B.oef
Mitnster sk Avarsvise B of  Limburg—
W iniay B, oof Osnabruck—k HHEvny Titu-
lar B. of Fisamo, and Catholic Wead Military
Chaplain of the Tield Avmny ~Gurstn. Rar
Frsemen,  Administrator  of  the Apostolic
Vieariate in the Kingdom of Saxony —Dow-
caprrenan acesmany, Viear-Capitular of the
Bishopric of Hildesheim.




