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THE GERMAN BISHOPS AND THE WAR

A JOINT PASTORAIL.

_ The Archhishops and Bishops of the German Fm-
pire to all their taithful, greecing, benediction, and
consolation in the Lord.

BeLoven Diocesans,—

We have celebrated Christinas as never in life
before, Christinas in the world-war, serious and sorrow-
ful but also rich in grace, blessing, aud supernatural
joy. The war was a stern Advent sciwol ; it has browght
us’ and our people nearer the Saviour. The move fear-
fully the war-clouds gathered over our country the
more clearly, to use a beautiful word of the Apostle,
did that God Who onee said ‘out of darkuess let the
Light shine forth ” light up within us the radiant know-
ledge of the Glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Like a hurricanc the war hurst on the cold clouds
and the evil vapors of mfidelity and seepiicism and on
the unwholesome atmosphere of an unchristian
culture. The German people vecovered their senses;
faith returned to its rvight @ the sonl lfted up its eyes
and recognised the Lord.  Wesaw Llis glory asit were of
the Only-begotten of the Faiher rall of gvace and truth,

Following the atteactions of grace, follnwing the
voice of their Pastars and the exhortation of ther God-
fearing IKaiser, the people ontered the churches and
found there the RBaviour; wany fouwnd Thm avain who

Ove-

had wandered far from ilime. IT'n the hour of unslor-
tune the truth wis realized that e alone was holy,
He alone Lord, He alone most-hizl, We heavd Thim

saving to us the exrnest and consoling words -when
vou hear of wars and ruwmors of wars fear ot for such
must come o pass.

Our soldiers beforve thor with Tlhim
in Holy Conumunion thewr covenaat tor Iite and death
If their spiviis becan to sink in the superinonan exer-

T]‘AIU'I'}I l'l‘ll(‘\\'('rl

Ii()n::_, pl'i\'atiun;, aunid (l(-;ltil}' danvees they ranaced 1 hem-

selves up to Hiun Who sand of HioveelD 1 have conre

not to be sevved huf to serve and ro sive ey Bife as g
rausom  for manyv.”  Tiey inveked Tl before the
hattle and during the hattie, and tnploved oo in
the trenches * Lord remain witic us for fle ovening s
nigh.”  And Ife remained with thene sud save thietn
to strengthen them His Flesho and Blood e thie Al

Tloly Sacrament,
Like a compassionate =umarvitan He made This way

aver the blood-soaked field of battle aned throngh the
hospitals, couscled  the wounded, Dlessed the dvime,
and satd to these who fonded them  Whatever vou <
to the least of Alv hrethren ve do wo Mel' Ile victod
the parents Bowed down with =0 aud the hear
broken widews and crphans and said to them " Weep
not ' and conseled them as only e can cansole

Te has ratsed us= all v when oer own sinvits hegan
to sink. Have confidence, itois L fear not 7 Ile has
shave all onencd the Tountains of (= merey whiceh
united iuto oue nighty stream of love and benclicenee

begide the Blood-stream of the wur,

In [Em wax amd vemained established the Doud
hetween us and owrs o the lield, bBetween the fivhitiog
Losts abroad aud the proving hosts at howe, an oun-
conquerable viclory pledging union ol all in Chros

Jesus our Lord,
Thus bave these hard times hrought
the Saviour. We cnuld rejolce 1o the special mereres

us nearer o

of Ilis divine Heart and  hear  throughont ail
the noizses of war the Dheating  of  that  quict
Toving  soul-seeking  Heoact. It. we Albank  for
these salutary fruils of the war. It we thank Tor thq
clorious successes and victories with which heaven ha

Truly in ns hag heen accomplished
the word of the greats Pone T.ea XTI, in s Tney-
elical of Mav 25, 1899, with which he announced the
dedication of the whole werld to the Saered 1earl of
Jesus: * When the Churcli in the earvly ages groanced
under the voke of the Caesars the Cross appenred in
heaven to the young Emnperor Constantine as the siun of
a speedy and glovious victory. Before our eyes stands
another propilions sign, the most holv TTeart, of Jesns
surmounted by the Cross shining brightly in the midst
of flames.’

This sign which has remained to nus till now the
sign of salvation would we also give, Beloved, for the

i)lessed Our ATrims.

enfry into the year 1915, which must take over from

its predecessor the bloody inheritance of the war. We
do 1t in the conviction that nothing can bring morte to
cur ‘minds, can make more easy for us our first and
weightiest duty in this world-war than an affectionate
strong-willed adhesion to the most holy Heart of Jesus.

What is this principal duty? We answer without
Lesitation: Penance and Expiation. The war is a
judgment for all nations afflicted by it, and therefore
a loud call to penance and expiation. Time of war is
time of penance. Woe to the nation which even this
terrible chastiser can no longer bring to penance; i%
is ripe [or deslruetion and even vietory would be for it
i defeat.

War opens lhe acecounti-book of nations before all
the world, and registers the result of its reckoning in
Iwman Blood.  We do nol want to occupy ourselves
with the account-books of ether natiens but with our
own: we do nnt want to examine the consciences of
our enemies but our own.  We are innocent of the
owtbreak of the war; it has been forced upon us; that
can we teslify before God and the world.  Still we do
rot want 1o boast of onr innocence.

In ws. too, bhas the war laid bare heavy gult.
Our people themselves have wvery clearly  pronocunced
judgment thereon ; things could not. go on as they were,
How nften have we Bishopg in the distress of our hearts
oudlv bewailed the decay of the religious and moral
Lie nf veligion and morality 1. Now has the war re-
stored relizion to its richts and again inculeated on
riankind the commandments of  God with fire and sword.

What shametnl degrading treatment, depreciation,
contempt, had religion been obliged to endure openly,
have we not allowed ourselves 1o endure in
and- cowardice?  That 1s our fault, our
vrievons fanlt.

Tn God's war tribunal it has been made apparent
Iow certain viees gnaw atl the vitals of a nation so that
it sirenoth Jries up oo the thme of veed ang it falls to
picces. DBut with the deepest confusion we must admit,
we hiave Jet ot come to pass, that even these viees have
als<h crent in mnonust one penple to a considerable de-
cree, it also amonest us mareiage has been deseerated
sl deprived of ity blessing of ehildren.  Our fanll,

or rather,

awn o owedlkone

st

our rrievons: faunlt,
i has been shown in this war that a oation can.
tot he nrae lerribly injured than when its religious

Uite Dlned lins been drained. But, alas! endeavors to
the snne effect have nol remained quite anknown fo
Amone us aley seevet forees have heen work-
fror o separation of Chureh and State, for the
ereddost possible oxelusion of - Christian spirit and
Christian principles frem the education of youth, from
publie and cocial life: their ideal 15 a maximuvm of free-
dean even itor the most dangerous tendencies of the time,
il the olneedit restriction and tulelage for the Churelr
il

us either,

1

relicious movements,

The war has eiled the modern anti-Chiristian rre-
Hetous (indy eulture before its tribunal and has ex-
poseil ity worthlessness, its hollowness and empliness,
ts onilt. But into our conntrey, oo, had this culture
pleeady considerably  peneirated, an over culbire un-
Christian, wn-UCerman and unsound in ils whole being,
with its exlernal varnish and its internal rotteuncss,
with its conrse pursuil of wealth and pleasure, with its
noless arrogant than ridiculons supermen, witliits dis-
lonorable imitation of a foreign infected literalure and
art, and even of the most shamelul extravagances in the

fazhions of women.

This is  our people’s  and, thervefore, our
own  grievous  and  most grievous fanlt. 1t de
wands  penance and  expialion,  Qur soldiers have
heard  ab once in the eall 1o war a «call to

penance ;. and, {hercfore, their first march was to 1].1(:
cenfessianal. Their goaod exammple has been imitated in
all classes of the people, public opinion has changed
about ; there breathes in German districts a diﬂf::rent
spirit from that of a few months ago.

But it wonld be a fatal mistake to think that now
a1l enilt has been bloited out and the German peoplo
liave been born again together to a new and better
life.  Long guilt is not atoned for by short repent-
ance.  True repentance blots cut the guilt but nob
all the punishment as well. And the guilt of an entire



