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BISHOP CLEARY ON VISITATION

9

GETTING FURTIIER NORTIT.

AN INTERESTING TRIPDP.

Awanui, January 27.
Last week his T.ovdship Bishap Cleary passed
through Awanui after the first Catholic episcopal visi-
tation of the Wailiarara and Heuhora guni-fields. An
added interest was given to his visit to those remote
parts of his diocese by the fact that it was the first
accasion on which a motor ear had ever reached those
places, while a motur trip to Houhora was, on pricti-
cally all hands, pronounced to bLe an ufter Hnpossi-
Lility.
The Wailarava
The Bishop again acconmpanicd by
Bruning, the pastor of (his vast novthern aren.  After
iwo Masses at Awanui on January 14, his Lovdship
preached and administered the Sacrament of Confivma-
tion to several per=ens, ancd then set out by motor 9
Waipapakaurl, where he visitod sqme Catholies, Tlope
the clay rvoads cuded, and the region of <hifting san.is
and rough and By sand-tracks hooan, the
new conditior=, <ix lheavy were sttached e
tie i Cadillae ear, wliueh then tore

cum-fields.

wis Father

T et
ehnins 1o
driving whueews of

up the steen tracks at a fast pace. Tracts of deep,
soft sand were ene antered o 2hort distanees ADATE AL
the wav from there fo Honliorn and ok o oather

places (e mididie o (he frack was deeply ceored and

cross-hatelied by owinter torrents . o eud away Ine the
witted-elriven sl netins s oo cand-binsr . whiieh ot b
soft sandstone el andd Blae cunth T all o wopts oor
Fantastic anujioes. ot o tie vat st vl

aeross the crent s Woohorara  swiaupe, wiere 1ne pe

dried crouwnd wos Doy o T oo desree, some-
tinwes also pepperad with vt while T sone plnees
the traek was pretly gvown aeres v Giree. A ped
pace was, however, cenerally movintoned . althoush i

was tar Pronn being oo pleasnre jannt.
Chi the way the Bistoap and Father Tirmine visited

varions Catholio foouilies.

They also cvossed e swamp

o fant, throurh rusices and t-tree, wnd over water
Jogged proand Copecicmarked with aliveers \".‘L;th].w\\'
excavations, to ronverse with diocers at wirk winning
kaurl punt from sivkings Qooded keeesloep, On the

Wathararva felds {ve Bishop was the onesto of Mroand
Mrs Pausinag. and mrie 1 1 hionne
Tor several tvips around, as far

he lis headguarters

north Fotinmuun.

i~

The sight aned =nund of the car broucit divecrs ot
of their sittkines andd their Tanclics cur ofctneir iron
or twelve-sack boats o see the sl wotor that ever
arrived oo these norvthern fields, The Lois, (.’ﬂn‘t’i;il?_\'

those ol the CUrontion and Daolmation rliggm‘a are pne-
tures of weainess, and as elean as the hones o ITolland.,
where the women are reputed fo wasll evervihing every
dav —exeept. the water. In the case the Auxirian
digrers” huls (two or three mened, acenrding to the
size of (he Tuonile) there are a
furniture nuade by the prcprietoars,

T
voog] wtove, el bty of
Cuithelie i
pietures and cmblems are l'r(':“wnl?\' ceen on the wall,

reliviongs

which are nieely papered, while the flocrs ave covercid
with carpet and linotenm. The nawe - Austrian
axoa rude, resented Dy those sturdy and vttty settlers
they muintain a fieree yesentment avainst the Aushran

1,

Fmperor snd the Auwstrian Tmperial Government o aw
this war thelr svmpathies are stronghy with the British-

French-Russian allies 1 and they vegard ns a bitter trial
the fate of their countrymen who, having  retnrned
Lame before this sreat struvele, were obliped to take
wpoarms to fight for a cause which they loathe. .
On January 15 the Dishop gave an insthrcetion
sinited to the r‘n];m‘iti(-q of the ehildren, eatechised l.l)_om.
and also preached Lo a cansiderable adult eongrepation.
Clonfirination was adminiztered at the close of the second
Mass. A number of ihe chitdren were, during the
Bishop's stay, treated to amotor drive over the sandy,

hilly roads,

To Houhora: An Ugly Trip.

On January 16 the Bishop and Father Bruning -

left for Kaimaumau and Houhora. At Kaimaumau
they wero treated with great consideration and hospi-
tality by Mr Hagger and his family.  Mr Hagger, who
i3 a well educaled and highly interesting man, accom-
panied the visitors to guide them over the difficult two
miles to the soft sand-banks on the long beach which
Is at present the only ‘road’ to Houhora. The way
led down a stecp sandy track to the short Kaimaumau
beach, then along the beach through some deep mud,
next through the trackless ti-tree which afforded the best
meaus of crossing a stream with a deep muddy bed, then
up soeme natural sandstone steps,” and through rushes;
ti-tree, and dried swamp to the sand-banks on the
second heach. A charge by the motor up the sand left
the driving-wheels stuck fast in the soft sand. The
car was hacked down on its own power; some rough
knobs of sand were levelled, two pleces of cocoa
matting were sivetched up the soft slope ; the powerful
car was rushed sl it by the Bishop at great speed; it
flewe up 1o splendid siyle and down the rough, bumpy
sof U sand af the other side, and the wheels fast ploughed
their wav throueh the long slope right to the hard sand
Ly the edee of the receding tide.

As the Bishop dashed up over the soft sand and
dowan the nilier side, he received round after round of
vinging chieers from a hady of people who were on two
larvee moior boats at anchor quite c¢lose Lo the beach
where e crossed. One of the hoats was from Houhora,
the other from Walmauman: and the oeccupants were
kernlv bnterested in the Tocally much-debated issue as
toowhether it was possible 1o gel a motor car over the
<ot sandy rise fo the hard beacl

Aovery rapid run was made by tle Bishop over
i sizocd s hared swnd near the water for the 16 miles
o st the next gread obstacle, the Motutangi River,
with the steep suidy blolt Levond 1. This was EXplOI‘Ed
by Iis Bordship and Mr Pausina (who had gone on
shiead diving the morninye to *spy ont the land ' for the
aned the Bislhop decided ihat, with a moderate
suinnt o spade-work, this dangerons Blull eould be
sieny o surtnatinted I Ahe aneantime, lowever, he
devided o foibone ot the Leaeh to the confluence of
P Maetatungr Hiver with e at the I[Toulora

I Corrary to all desoriptions and expectations,
Powinl quite feasible to eross the river theve at
witer,  Thi enr was .‘1(':‘(!!'(“]];11_\‘ dviven over. In

4 vumber of Masri: were all over it, in a
wvat exeitement at the first coming of a self-
prepelled Tand vebiele in the distriel, A way inland
wis o wade withospades, a0 bit of sea-bank being
cul awav, and two pleces of cocon matting stretched
vup tiw sicep aseenl. With a great impetus gained on
firnn, shelly DLeacie below, the ear stormed up the
sharp slope between twe hines of intensely interested
whites ard natives. Then, under the kindly guidance
of Me Smith, the Bishop drove over a steep slope,
thronel some frackless 1 tree, and so on to the sandy
and recky road to Houbera, The muddy bed of the
Rio River was safely crossed, and, afier calling on some
Catholies on the way, the oceupants of the car swung
at oo flne rate, thraveh the soft sand, inte Houlora, A
crickel noden belween dwo distriet teams was in pro-
aress ot the U, and the contestans and practically
the entive local population were soon around the firsy
troater <o Lo oarvive in that part of New Zealand.,

{he

Dovieg 1helr stay at Houhera, the visitors wers
the guests of M Tvans, a hotelkeeper and extensive
anel uprng{]'(’ e loeal farmer.  The morning after their
srrival was Sundav, January 17, Masses were cele-
brated in the 1Toghora and Waihopo haills, the Bishop
preaching in both places. On his way to Wailiope and
Back he loaded his car with all the children that could
be packed imto ity and drove them al as good & pace
ax the deep sand and the rugged slopes would permit,
teo the intenze delight of the yvoungsters, none of whom
had ever secn a motor ear hefore.  After the late Mass
al Waihnpo, the Bishop and Futber Bruning were the
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O [Touhora Gum-fields.
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