Cis quite ensucl oy oeach
.My nanie

24

NEW ZEALAND TABLET Tsursoav, Fesruany 11, 1915,

dissension and strife, of whatever character, amongst
Catholics, and to prevent new dissensions arising, so that
there may be umity of ideas and of action amaongst all.
The enemies of God and of the Chureh are perfectly well
aware that any internal quarrel amongst Catholies is
a real wvictory for them. Hence 1t is thelr usual
practice when they seo Catholics strongly united, to
endeavor by cleverly sowing the seeds of discord, to
break up that union.  And would that the result had
not frequently justified their hopes, t5 the great detri-
ment of the interests of religion! Ilence, therefore,
wheuever legitimate authority has once given a clear
command, let ne one transgress that command, because
it does uot happen tu commend itself to hiu; but lel
each one subject Lis own opimion to tie authorily of
him who 1s his supertor, and abev hun as @ walter of
conscience, Again, let no private individual, whether
in books ur in the press; or iu public speeches, take
upon himsed the position of an avthoritative teacher
in the C(hureh, Azl
autherity of the Church has
then, pos:esses a pevfect rizht
when he thinks u opportune,
to hearken to i rveverently
carry out what he sivs.

As regards natters inowhiich without Tiaem fo faith
or discipline 1 che absence o any s horitative infer
vention of the Apostelic See e 5o
gent opnions. 1t s clearly the vl of
express and defend ' Bt
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Church, they have reached suech a desree of vash-
ness as nnt to hesitale to measure by the stan-
dard of their own mind oven ithe lhidden thines of
God and all that God has revealed to men. Mence

arose the monstrous ervors of * Modermam,” which Our
Predecessor nghtly deeclared to be * the synthesis of all
heresies,” and solemnlv condemned.  We herehy renew
that condemnation in all its fulness, Venerable Brethren,
and as the plague is not yet entirely stamnped out, but

lurks here and there in hidden places, We exhort all to
be carefully on their guard against any contagion of
the evil, te which we may apply the werds Job used in
other circumstances: * It is a fire that devoureth even to
destriuction, and rocteth up all things that spring’ (Job
xxxi. 12).  Nor do We merely desire that Catholics
should shrink from the errors of Modernism, but
also from the tendencies of what is called the Spirit
of Modernisin.  Those who are infected Ly that spirit
develop a keen dislike for all that savors of antiquity,
and become eager searchers after noveltics in every-
ihing: 1w the way in which they carry out religious
l‘uncti.nns, in the ruling of Catholic institutions, and
even an private exercises of plety.  Therefore it is Qur
will that the law of our forefathers should stidl be held
sacred @ Let there he no inunvation ; keep to what has
been hawded down ” in watters of failkh that must
Lo inviolahly adbered to as the law: it may, however,
also serve as a pulde even in matters subject to change,
it even in sueh eases the rule would hald: ' Old things,
Lot inanew way.’

Asmen are  wenerally  stimulated,  Venerable
Brethrven, openle o profess their (fatholic faith, aund
te harnonise their lives with jts teaching, by hrotherly
exhortation and by the good exanpie of their fellow
nen, we preatly rejoice as more and nore Cuthaolie assn-
Not ondy o We hope that they
wils brerease. but it s Owre wish thal under Onr patron-
ave and encouraveimoent ihev may ever flourish: and thev
certamly will flosnish ) 3f steadyast v sad faithfully the-‘,?
ihide Dy the divections whichs this Anestolic See has
civen e will pive, Lt ali the wmembers of societies
which Dother the Diteveste of God and 1lis Churel ever
resreber the words of Divire Wisdom: © An ohedient
speak of vietory T Prav. xxi. 8), for unless
howing deterence ty the Tead of the
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the i whien hevownes thens the elorsy vou already
Poats it wertlny to Torn v ceclesiastiont students
Cor =0 sievedl o clfee by the very bedt availabie educa-
onoad rraining Avd withowrh vowr cavefulness in

svespect ealx Tor e stimtlus, nevertheless We exhort
ared even neplare vour to give the matier your most care-
tal adrention, Notbing et be of greater immportance
for the wood of the Chinrelr; bt as Our Predecessors of
lapry memory, Leo NTEL and Plus N, have definitely
writfen oo this =ubject, there is no weed of further
conmacly frong Us,

We only hew of vou than the writings
a those wize pontiffs, and especinily Pins N.'s © Exhorta-
fon o the Clerev” should, thanks to volr insistent
adionitinns, net be forgetten, but ever attended to
corelnlly.

Theve renaing vne matier whicl viust not be passed
vver an silence, el that 1, fo remind the nriests of
the whole world, as Our most dear sons, how ;ﬂ)s()lutely
necessary L s, for thelr own saivation, and for the
fruttfulvess of their sacred mintstry, that thev should be
most closely united witly thetr Thishop and most loyal
to hine. The vl independ-
enee, 5o clharacteriztie of our times, has, as We deplored
ubove, not entively spared the ministers of the Sane-
teary. Tt is not rare for pastors of the Church to find
sovrow nwd contradiction where they had a right to look
for ecomfort and help.  Let those who have so unfortu-
nately failed in their duty, recall {o thelr minds again
and awain, that the authority of those whom the TToly
Soirit hath placed as Bigshops to rule the Chureh of God’
{Acts xx. 28) is a divine authority.  T.et them remember
that if, as we have seen, those who resist anv legitimate
authority, resist God, much more impiously do they
act who refuse io nbey the Bishop, whom Ged has con-
secrated with a special character by the exercise of His

gt of insuberdination




