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OIOCESE OF CHRIS1CHURLE

{From our own correspondent.)
January 25.

The delegates to the half-yearly meeting of the
Christchurch Diocesan Couneil of the Catholic Federa-
ticn express deep appreciation of the generous hos-
pitality extended to themn by the people of Timaru, and
the complete and admirable arrangements made by the
executive of the local branech, thus makiug the con-
ference the most successful yet held.

His Lordship Bishop Grimes recently received the
following cablegram from his 1loliness Pope Benedict
XV, through Cardinal Gasparri, Secretary of State: —
‘ His Heliness gratefully accepts thoe howmage of your
filial piety, and cordiaily imparts his Dblessing to your
Lordship, the priests, rveligions, and faithful of your
diocese. At the same time he blesses abundantly the
Rev. Mcether Clare and Sisters of Merey on the occasion
of the fiftieth anuiversary of their coming to New Zea-
land.’

Under arrangemoent with the Darficld eommittee
for the relief of the poor of Great Britawn, Treland, and
telginm, Mro Trank MeDeanald, with a eoncevt patty
from  Chuistehreh, gave o very successful cntortain-
ment on dast Thovsday evemng in tne Darfield Convent
Schoalroom.  The varions: ttenis of the programiue were,
without exception, wo'l recoyved. The contribnters were
Mesdames Tippler and Csther. Mass T Morvizon, Messrs
Fo MeDouald, AL Weir, ©0 Tody ) 0 Mercer, and 17,
Brett. The procesds anoenaded to aheur L27,

A plewsant et was afforded the childven of the
Sacred Theart Ovpaaaagy, Mouwnt Macdada, last week,
when sixiv of thetr number spent wn enjovable alter-
neon a&s the guesis of Meo and Mrso A0 O Nottingham
at their residence. {latswel T was sevved o the
lawn, after races and

Which e el

games, SOl o] 'i:‘\' AMises T el 1Y, Neostivelhoam,
also Mr. Arihur Nord ' Motor cors, K

lent and driven T Pravies, wal Harnetr,
and Mus Faclosae, conveved che o onideen haek 1o

Mount Maudai i e eve dLovery By, as each
chitd revernorl o priae. Toe o socluded Mesdrnes
Hil. E [oowrence, foe, Barneit, and Davies,

e s

Mizses Meran, Mot hare, amd Bileen Pemder, Mosers,
10, Dravies, P Barnen, and (s T

,

Compamentary remerks are s I’]“‘QLM'!JTI.\' ITR AL

regarding the varoad od exbanstve ariieles o carden-
ing contributed MueoJ0 Teve to e eoliins of the
ﬂ"m’n’f{, that 1 seel Lt jl1>L el 1
acknowledvment o0 the =e should bhe made, o
comprebensive wre Mro Jovee s contributions, that many
are greatly surprised wl the extensive seope of the suh-
ject.  The cducational value of theso vardoning notes
cannnt be over cstimated, and vour readers as u whole
are very deeply indebted to vorr contributor for cratuit-
cusly imparting from his store of knowledoe the resnlts
of long vears of practieal study and rescareh, The
articles recently anpeaving velative to native trees and
plant life were read with vl plessure by oall fovers
of nature, and the hope Iz expressed that 3 Tovee
will enlarge on the subject by dealing with tiic Qowers,
ferns, and wosses of New Zealand,

Bro. J. Grifien (president) secupied the chaie at
the usual fortnizhily meeting of the 1A CU B, Socicty,
which was held in Lhe Thbevatan 1all, Barhadoes street,
on Monday cvening.  Rev, Father Long {chaplain) was
in attendance.  Sick pav (£12 3¢ 4d) and other ac-
counts (£50 18s 3d) were passed for pavment.
candidate wag Initiated.  The gnarterly balance sheet
and auditors’ report were vead and adepted. The
meeting dealt with the halavee sheet of the hall com-
mittee for the hall-year ended December 31, which was
presented by Bro, Flanuelley. Tt was decided that
the management commiltee be requested 1o draw up a
programme for the seeial entertaimnent of the members
during the winter months. A request from the United
Friendly Societies’ Board that the society co-operate
with other frieudly societies In making a presentation
t> the president of that body, in recornition of his
services in bringing the hospital scheme into operation,
was referred to the management committee for con-
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sideration. Arrangements in connection with the forth-
coming bazaar, which is Being promoted for the purpose
of reducing a long outstanding debt on the hall, are
being rapidly pushed forward, and a large number of
art union tickets arve now in cireulation.  Wilh a view
to furnishing the various stalls, a progressive euchre
party and social will be leld in the Oddfellows’ Hall,
Bt. Asaph street, on February 10, and on the Saturday
previous to this date a jumble sale will be held, the pro-
ceeds of which will be devoted to the same object.

Ashburton

(From cur own correspondent.)

The halt-yearly mecting of the local branch of the
Hibernian Society was beld on Monday, January 4,
when there wag a large atiendance of members. The
president (Bro. T. Purcell) presided. The balance
sheet showed the branch to be in a very satisfactory
positien, numerically and financially.  The election of
officers for the ensuing term resulted as follows:—
President, Bro. Jdas. Leavon: viee-president, Bro, P.
trosnan s freasurer, Revo Father O Doanell (re-elecied);
cecretary, Breo B0 RBraphe greeleeted) 0 warden, Bro. E.
Deshin s wiavdin, Broo Vo Madden © sick visitors, Bros.
Lennen and Vo Madden. The new officers were in-
stalled by Past President Ryvo. Purcell.  The half-yearly
Commion of - the members was  lield on Sunday,
January 10, when a lurze number approached the Holy
Table fnoa body.

PIOCESE OF AlLICKRLAND

(By telegraph, from our own correspondent.)
January 25,

s Lordstup the Bishop 1s due home during next
weelk.

lev, Fatlor O Sullivan, CU85R., preached at St,
Penedict’s Tast evening, and Rev, Father Connell, 8.5,
preaviied at the Cathedral,

Thoe Marist Brothers” retreat concluded yesterday.
Theve we no changes of note in the lovation of the
Brothers thrsughowt thie various dloceses,  Most of the
Brothers frome the south left to-night by the express.

The half-vearly meeting of the Auckland Diocesan
Connetl ol tne Clatholie Federation will be held on the
Tamilten, Monsipnor Brodie, several
amd deregades Do the city and country will
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Patrick’s Dav velebration commities met
Benediet’s Clubroon: on Sunday afterncon, Mr.
Cilifedder presiding over a gond musler of delegates.
Details of the celebration were fully discussed, and the
keenest Interest was shown by those present. All are
intent on making this vewr's celebration cminently sue-
cessful,

The Catholie sehools ve npey next Monday, Feh-
ruary |, th making  the announcement vesterday,
AMonsicnor Brodie mane an earnest and stirring appeal
to parents and guardians tr send their children to their
awn schools, [e tnstanced the phenomenal success
achieved by deachers and pupils during past years: in
ene instanve, wearly 100 per eent. passed the sixth
stasdard. fn view of this farl, there should be ne
more complaining of want of suceess in our schools.
The socular training was equal, if not superior, to that
clsewhere, besides, to this was to be added the inestim-
able BWessines of religious training and practices,

Tev. Father Forvestal ai the last meeting of the
Tioly Family Confraternity delivered Tiig concluding dis-
course on  Primary edneation in Ireland.”  Ie dealt
with the long aud severe strurgles of Trish priests and
veople Lo seonre conirol of rrlionls \»jhicl:? strange 1o
refale, was achieved through the noiorious Dr. Whalley
overslepping the mark in his proselytising le!forts. This
finally proved the downfall of the old pernicious system,
which aimed at undermining the auclent faith in Ire-
land. The lecturer trusted that Catholies in this
countrv wonld profit by the lesson to be learned from
the Trish struggle, and thus secure thab equity and
justice which was their inalienable birthright,




