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GARDENING NOTES

(By Me. J. Jovce, Landscape Gardener, Christchurch.)

THE ROCK GARDEN.,

To all lovers of flowers and plants a rock garden is
a most interesting cbject, the plants being different
from those of an ordinary pleasure garden. The scene
is differeut, plauts growing amongst the rocks and
crevices which represeut their native habitat. Some
come from amonyg the stony crags and crevices of snow-
clad Lills and mountains, others from the banks of
ever-running streams and rivulets, and hidden away
among the rocks and crannies; others, less frail, love 1o
hide their modest heads under the root of a mighty
giant of the forest, upturned by the stormy hlast, or
awmong the crevices of a natural arvchway intended by
rature for its less yobust favorites. Here they grow in
peace aud tranquillity, a part of the vear dormant,
waiting until nature lifts the mantle of snow, when
they awaken from their long sleep o blovm, and
brighten the landscape. So the enterprising individual,
who aspires to have a collection of Alpive plants, muzt
nge his wits to construet a switable home stimlar 1o the
oue which they occupied 1n thetr native habitat.  On
this account, he must study the natmre of las subject,
and bwild as near as possible te ithe position they oe-
cupied.  1lere the <haracteristics of 1ndividual plants
must bhe catered for. The delicate Hitle mdividual mast
he sheltered under the crevice of a rock, v Inidden away
1 some little cranny from the glave of the neonday sun
nthers must he placed where they will be protected Irom
the severe frost.  Althongh coming from o high alid
tude and cold regions, they have a nantle of snow (o
protect them from the severity of winter. )

The gardener regquires a httle taste and skall in
the consivuction of his rockery.  Heoe ouchit to know how
to build, and what he is building it Tor. Placing &
quantity of stones one above the other, and sprinkling
them with soil, and planting mdicrimimately s not she
wav to build a rockers. The rock garden must b bt
with the ohject of arawing rock o Alpine planes, and
the plants must be the main object to provide !'ur_\\'ln-_n
building sueh. Rock cardening of any poetension 1
rather an expensive item, s, o that geecmnt, it naghl
to be properly constructed. T a bad bestunmue s wade,
the consequences are that things will not suceecd. all
interest will be lost, and the work will vesult in Tailure,
The amateur gardencr should learn all he can befure
commencing his task. If possible. he should pay «a
visit to some good rock garden, wheve he can get an
idea of how to proceed. 1le can see Liow the stones are
arranged, and how the plants are ﬂish"ibni-t,‘rl, which 1
a very mnecessary item in lhe construction of o rockery.
‘A well-built rockery Is always a delight and a pleasure

. the president (Bro. T.

{renor

to its owner. There is no spot so interesting to the
lover of natuve as a rockery with a collection of Alpine
plants. Some sites, more than others, lend themselves
to the formation of a rock garden, and are not so
expensive to construct, such as steep inclines, banks,
or hillocks, and where stones are plentiful. These are
Lhe places where rockeries show to advantage and suit
tho positions admirably. And now to proceed with the
buillding of tho rockery. First, the eutline or shape
must be marked off. This must be according to the
sito and position it is to eccupy. The foundation
should consist of a quantity of rough soil mixed with
stones to form the first layer, and to act as drainage.
Then good loamy soil should be banked up to the height
tho rockery is intended to be, and sloping down to
Lhe sides. The stones must be laid first around the
edge of the desivn; the next row to be laid inside in
bavs and pockets, niore soil to be filled in if reguired
to swit the stones. Then the next layer above the last
one is carried out in much {he same manner, but the
pockets to receive the plants must vary in size so as to
aveld a sameness in the construction, and this mode
of procedure is Lo be observed to the finish. Each steone
should be 1mserled finuly, so that nons will give way if
trodden on, and more soil is to be added as the work
proceeds. Each bav or pocket 1s 1o bo filled to the
vequired licight at the same time. 1t is nnt necessary
that too much of the stones should be exposed.  When
fimished, 1 must be planied carefully with the plants
in their proper position. It s impossible to’ give in-
slruction how to plant without knowing the character
and variely lo be planted. After being finished the
rockery would need a good watering. In a large rock
garden means should be provided for geiting about,
such as a2 ronghly construeted path, but at the same
iime 1t should not appesr as a pathway, and if there is a
plentiral supply of water, o waterfall, leading from the
top. dropping inde neouple of recesses nv more according
tiheipht, and at the bottom a niee pond, could be formed,
whiclt would add very mueh to the heanty of the whole.
This pond should be edged aleng the margin with
stones 1o correspond with the rockery.

Methven

(From our nown correspondent.)

The St. Navier’s branch of the 1A C.B. Society
held Ahesr half-vearly meeting on Monday, January 4,
Twomey) oceupying the chair.
There was a fair atiendance. The present officers were
re-elected, as follows: —President, Bro. T. Twomey;
viee-president, Bro, J, Dowling: warden, Bro. D. Me-
guardian, Bro. .J. Poff ¢ sick wvisitors, Bros.
J000 MeKendry and J. MeGier; Ureasurvers, Bros. T.
Meoreland and J. Moreland.

Totty's Blood Tonic

A Valuable Preparation for Pimples, Boils, Eruptions, Ulcers -a.nd all
derangementa of the blood—Price, 2/6

. BR. TOTTY, CHEMIST tr 90 BURNETT 8T., ASHBURTON.
SPECIAL No‘l. SPECTAL No. 2.
30 dox. Ladies’ Fine FEmbroidery Trimmed L.adies’ PURE ‘'LLAMA’ HOSE, embroidered.

PRINCESS UNDERSKIRTS—horght by private
tender. Worth 8/6. Post free, 5/11.

BPECIAL No. 3.
50 doz. RED CROSS WHITE NURSE APRONS.

Cut Wellington price—' The Nora,” 1/2; ‘The
Ross,” 1/6%; ‘' The Nightingale,’ 1/10. All full

eut ; round bib, and pocket. Poat free to customera
mentioning the Tablei.

‘Indiana’ on each pair. Worth 1/11. At our

cut price, post free, 1/7 pair.

BPECIAL No. 4.
Our RUSTLESS HEALTH CORSETS, to fit any
figure—latest shapes; medium or low over bust or
over hips; guaranteed wear; grey or white—5/11,
6/6, 7/6, B/11. Btrong Working Corsets, 1/11
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The Place for Bargains

48-50 Manners Street

WELLINGTON



