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The ‘Referendum’ on Religious
Instruction in State Schgols

EVIDENCE OF TUE RIGIT REV. IENRY
WILLIAM CLEARY, BISHOP OF AUCKLAND.

sEnies D,
(Continued.)
XVIII " sSUCCESS " IN NEW SOUTIL WALKY,
1. Roscate tales are tuld regarding  the alleged
f suceess

of this schewme i parts of Austratia. L uig
“success ' is asserted more particulurly of New South
Wales, where the “system has existed’ (says the League’s
petition ecard) “sinee 18667 The story of © suceess ' is
built up in the manner favored in the League's petition
card, and in its partial reilex, the ballot paper of the
present so-called * Referendum ” Bill- nantely, by direut
misstatemnent, and by the suppression or convenlinent of
even the most notorious evidence thal tells in a0 von-
trary sense.

2. The "success ' in New South Wales 1= asserted
as the " suceess’ of what (he League, 10 s petition
card, deseribes as the “system of reli
in State schools prevaliing © o that State. This nenns
that the alleged *suecess’ is From the view puint of
religious privciples and religtons practive. Such sucecess’
necessarily implies two things:- (ay Newotively, there
should be in it no departure frong or vielation of, re-
ligious principles or practice: and (b)) poesivively, Ut
it has promoted religious faith wud praciiee: above all,
ameng the yveuth brought up under the cave of the
cducation system in question. The Lurden of proof of
all this falls naturally upon the shoulders of Vhose who
allege this “success’ s a reason for extending that
svstent to the Dominlon of New Zealand.
lias not heew undertaken :
attempted.

CIOUS nstrnelion

That proof
1 has et even been sertously

3. 0n the coulrary, the League’s failure to furnish
such evidence of " suceess’ 1s, in ilsell. a slenificant,
though negative, confession of failure. Nav, iu a posi-
tive way high-placed officials have furnished us with
cvidence that, in vertain vital respects the svsten has
been inimical to the common good in the oldesi Bible-
in-Schools State.

4. Thus, tie Bible-in-Schoosls League of. 1004 de-
clared that the majority 1n any State has no wmoral right
te ‘coerce the minerity to violate its conscience, tor,
ihe League added, "it can never be for the conumon
poud that conscience should be violuted.”  This sound
prineiple of natural and Chyistian morality was signed
by (among others) the Rev. Dr. Gibb (a viee president
of the present League) and by Dishop Sprott (a mem-
ber of the League executive). Now, in ity metheds of
vielating conscience the system of relipious lustruetion
in State schools prevailing’ 1n New South Wales is the
very same as that advocated by the League and cm-
bodied in the 13l now befere Parliament. The New
South Wales system viclales the counscience of large
bodies of objecting taxpayers: it (in effect) bribes num-
bers of teachers to do that which loyalty to vonscicncee
does not permit: il violates parental rights, by the
operation of the odious and tricky Irvish proselytising
conscience clause: it violates the Crown nights of the
Almighty Himself by enabling a certain number of
purcl;ts and clergy to abdicate, in pari. one _()f_ the most
sacred duties of parents and the Christian mimstry, and
to foree them wupen the shoulders of State officials.
There is no nced to point out once more the gravity of
these various forms of gin against conscience, and of
violation of God-given rights, which are chargeable to
the New ‘South Wales svstem,  They have been suffi-
ciently dealt with in the previous parts of this evidence.
Jlere, in these violations of conscience, we find the
deadly, permanent sin of the New South Wales system.
The cause of religion ean never ho served by defiance
of religions and religious moral principles.  In this
fundamental respect, tho New South Wales system
must he adjudged a radical failure.
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"UPINIONS OF EXPERTS.’

O A certain amonnt of ¢ evidence ’ has, lowever,
Leen tende.ed by the League, purporting to assert the
“suceess T oof the system of State “religious inslraction '
prevailing in New South Wales and certain oller parts
of Australia. .\ study of this ‘evidence’ soon reveals
what o mockery, what a Mdicrous delusion, it is,
“prooi T uf the - success ' of the system referred to.

4. The *evideuce* in question is published in an
official League publication, entitled Opiiions of K-
porfic atare expressed 98 opinions. An ox-Governor
of New South Wales 1s vespunsible for one ; Ministers
of Eduecation and inspectors (pasl or present) for 18,
and schoolteachers 79, of whom G0 come from New
south Wales, the balance from Queensland, Tasmania,
and Western Australia,  The pamphlet opens with a
lotter from Ar. P, Board (now Director of Education,
New South Wales), It 15 dated OQctober i1, 1908,
appears as a reply to some unnamed © Ririt Rev, Sir)
but the bulk of it has been lifted bodily from page
O wf an “Interim Report of the Commission on
Primary Kducation, New South Wales) under date
1903 A Lumentahle feature of that official letter is Lhe
amazing manner in which the Commissioners’ report has
been garbled in the interests of Lo svatem.”  Tuke, for
Lstanen that nart of Mr. Board's letter whore he
quotes from the report of oue of their most cxperienced
mspectors. This inspecter wrote of 1he “benefits * de-
rived from the New South Wales svstem i ewses wlere
the tecehers died! 2 with judivivis Foree and Tnpressive-
Hess T oupon peints nof rebigonn cwed pierals)t The evi-
dent implication was that no * benefius ' aeerued wlere
this was not done by the teacher. The inspector adds:
ohelieve that tn abinnd 50 perocento of owr sehools these
lossons have boen so treated? M Bowrd SH e SErs
fhis, -aud with v, the Daplied official statement that,
Irom the view-point of religion. the svelem of Stato
Creligious instruction’ in New Nouth Wales is not a
“auecess,” but a KO per cent. fallure.

. The reports quoted in the League's Oyrinivns
of Foeperts, date from 1891 Lo 1912, and there are
cigrht which bear no date. The majorit y— 45— are dated
1908, Thirteen date from 1891 Lo 1907 There aro
U5 replies from teachers in New Souih Wales, Queens-
land, Tasmania, and Western Australin, The total
number of State teachers in these Slates is 10,574
(Offivedt Year-Bool: for 1913y, Tlus, only six leachers
in every thousand in those States advanced any opinion
upen the school systems there. The question was put
ag to whether the clergy visils to 1he schools caused
friction.  Out of the 65 teachers, 43 said ‘ne,’ the
vemainder {perhaps disereetlyy did not reply.  Only
six Lo eight of the 65 asserted that the clergy visits
were altended with good resulls —the remainder are
(also, perbaps, disereetly) silent hereon.  Six to elght
teachiers out of 11,5721 And twelve tearhers acknow-
ledge their practice of giving religious instruction to
children of various faiths (among whom Catholies are
sometimes included) in the same elass.  Two circum-
stances tended (especially in New South Wales) to
render frank expression of opinien by the teachers some-
what difficult: (a) The prohibition of criticism of the
cducation system and its adnunistration; and {b) the
fact that the then Under-Secretary for Education, the
senior inspector, and other high-placed officials, wers
strong religionisis of one particular faith, and ardent
supporters of the New South Wales system of  religious
instruetion in State schools.’” Tatest repoerts from Syd-
ney indicate that there is only onc Catholic inspector
in the whole of New South Wales. The collectively
vast private education syslems there ave intense evidence
of dissatisfaction with the State system. According to the
New Bouth Wales Fear Bonk for 1908 (p. 81 and fol-
lowing) one-third of the children in the cities attend
private schools, one-fourth in the country towns, and
only one-fourteenth in the rural districts,—proving that
it is only by its vast resources that the State system is
able to retain its children. The intense dissatisfaction
of Cathalics with the State system in New South Wales
is eloquently testified by the following facts: During
the period 1883-1913, inclusive, their enrvolment in the
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