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ported in part, wo believe, from the general municipal

rates, and numbering amsngst subscribers a large pro-
portion of Catholics whose religious susceptibilities have
heen gricvously wounded as a consequence of the cir-
culation this undesirable publication has already re-
ceived. - .

" We fed] confident that having directed your atten-
tion and that of the honorable beard controlling the
Sydenbam Library to the nature nf the book i:}(lii:llﬂd,
immediate orders wilj be given for its withdrawal from
the library shelves,

"Trusting to be favored with an carly reply, 1
Lhave the honor ta be, Sir, very faithfully vours,

IO T Winsox,
" Reerelary Dwcesan Couct!, NUZCUFS
“Nydenham Public Tibrary,
* Sydenham, August 12,
*The Seerctary N.Z. Catholie Federating,

"Sir,— Re vour tetter of July 22, asking withdrawal
of Suwls i froen, by Lindsay Ryssell, my commiltee
have considered the matter, and resolved that the book
remain on the shelves.

“ I have the Lhonor to be, very faithfully yours,

T, €. ®vroniry, Labrarian.’

The executive of the Federation do not intend to
Tet. the matter rest here, but at the carliest convenicent
moment will ventilate the subject n the City Counel,
and meanwhile wrge Catholie résidents to refrain from
supporting the library.

CATHOLIC IMMIGRATION COMMITTEE,
WELLINGTON.

A meeting of the C.T.C. was held on August 205
Miss Reichel presided, five members atlending.  Rev.
Father Venning (spiritual divector} was slso present.
As the arrival of boais 1s somewhat uncertain, owimg
{o the disturbed state of affairs, it was decided to call
meetings when necessa the sceretaries to notify mem-
hers of dales. The sceretaries were ingtructed to con-
vey the sympathy of the €.1.C. to Mrs, Prendeville—a
member—iu ler sad bereavement. A Requiem Mass
would be offered by the sniritual director. Correspond-
ence was vead from Christchurch and Foxton.  The
club secretary reports that 8t. Bride's Club is now in
a satisfactory financial position. The club continues
to be well patronised, especially on Thursday evenings,
when members are at liberty te invite their friends of
both sexcs, aud an enjovable time is spent in musle
and games, light refreshments being supplied by meu-
bers of the club. The committee (hon. secretarv, Miss
Girling Butcher, Federation office) will be delighted o
welcome any girl who is a Catholic, particularly these
who are strangers in the city.

Death of Right Rev. Mgr. O'Reilly, Auckland

A pionerr of ke C(atholic Church  in New
Zealand  passed away oun Tuwesday evening i the
persen  of the ILight Rev. Monsignor O'Reilly,
at the age of 71  vears Mensignor O Reilly
was ordained by the lale Bishop CUroke at Auck-
land nearly H0 vears ago. Later he took chavge of
the parish at Thawmes, where he labored faithfully and
well for 22 vears. He was very highly csteemed in the
district, where he was for wany years chairman of the
Hospital aud Charitable Aid Board. e spoke Maori
very fluently, and was well known by the Natives of the
northern districts and in his dincese. For the past few
vears liis health bhad been failing. and three years ago
he retired from pavochinl work. e had been residing
in Dunedin for the past twelve months.

The following sketeh of his life, which gives an
admirable idea of the splendid pioneer work done by
the late Monsigner, is taken from Mr. J. J. Wilson's
work, The Churel in New Zoealened 1 —

“ Than the Right Rev. Mousignor O'Reilly, of the
Thames, no cleric is more widely known or respected—
we had almost #aid beloved—by men of all denomina-
tions in the Auckland province. Born at Rosscarbery,
County Cork, Ireland, on February 24, 1843, Mon-

Tnuaspay, Avcusr 27, 1914,

signor “O'Reilly came out to New Zealand with bis
parents in 1852, arriving in Auckland in May of that
vear. lle received private tuition from the priests of
the dllncew. Tvowas at the Maori Behool, situated where
the Blslmop’s' Liouse now stands in Poifsonby, that Mon-
signor ()',RCI.H_\' hegan bis ecclesiastical studies in 1858,
l_:um‘ on taking charge of the sehool, whicl: was estal-
];sllvcl i connection with the Catholie Chureli. The Mon-
stnar, b may be here stated, is'a fuent Maeri lnguist,
ad ]‘ms frequently acted as interpreter. IHis intimate
knowledge of, aud acquainiance with, the language
J:;\"o_ht\u]l of immense service to lim in the mal?y
vicissitudes of his life in New Zeataud.

“Maori bovs from all parts of the diocese were cn-
rotled al the Ponsonliv School, and some steady work
was put i, the gronsl work of nauy o suceessful earecr
belng laid there The Maori war Lreaking out i 1860
soaffeeted the attendance, Lowever, that if, beeanie
neeessary 1o olese the sehoel, for flhe pupils would not
comre 1o :'f.lll'kl:lnr]. ilere it 1% worth noting that on
the oceaslon of  Cardinal Moran's visit te  Auck-
land the reception arvrangements at Rolorua were earried
ot ‘h}‘ o comuntier, the three leading members of
which -Mita, Thra, and Wairemna Pauro——were former
pupls of Mousignor O Reillv's - fact of which they
made a special point of reminding his Eminence. In
13(?’5 Mousignor O Reillv went to Rotorua, with the
object S establishing a Maori sehosl there, and got
matters so far under wav that the timber was on the
pround rveady for the creetiom of the selicol, when
another wav-seare broke ont, occasioned by the Tlau
Haw rising. when Patara and Keveopa pnss-cd through
the conntry on the wayv {5 Opotiki, the seene of the
Rev. Mr. Volkner's wurder. The prnteci was conse-
quently abandoned, and Mounsienar O'Reilly relurned
to Auckland and [vriler prnn(‘r-iltm‘l his studies, being
ordained to the pricethiond by RBishop Pownpallier e
February 240 13688, which was {he fwenlv-third anni-
versary of lis birtheday, Tt ix interesting Lo note that
Monsiznor (FReitlly 1= the enly connecting link with
that time and the present in the Auekland diocese
and, indeed, there is only one other in New Zealand -
viz., the Veno Avelipriest Walsh, of YWestport,

"Mansignor O'Reilly was then stationed as curate
al St. Patrick's Cathedral, where e remained for five
years, wntil shartly after the arrival of Bishon Croke
(the latter subsequently heenming Avchbishop of (lashel,
Trelandy, who appointed hun firsl resident priest at
Coroman:del.  There be labored till JJulv, 1878, when
he was appeinted 1o the charee of tie Thames parish,
rematning there to this dav, with {le exception of twe
vears, when he tonok charee of St Patrick's (llll'in}_r the
Bishop's viat (o Eurove in 1899, 1o 1500 he had
conferred upon him the title of Monsiener by his Holi-
ness the late lustrious Peope Tieo X111, Tle enjoys the
distinetion of being the senior vriest of New Zealand,
willi the exception of the Avchbishop of Wellington,
who is his sentor by a few months, There are older men
in the ministry, but nat older priests than Monsiguor
O Reilly.

Co Tt was uphill work al Coromandel,” Monsignor
O 'Reilly =aid, un one oceasion, harking back to the early
seventies. Jlc had to practically open a new ocelesias-
tieal distriet, and establish a churel, school, and pres-
bytery.  Going to the Thames shortly aiter the gold
fever had abated, in the days of the Queen of Beauty
mine, Monsignor had a wide field to cover, for it em-
Lraced Paerca, Te Archa, Waibhi {which. of c¢ourse,
was then unsettled), Karangahake, and Waitekauri.
CTravelling was far from casy iu those davs. There
were no coarh roads: in fact, one could hardly take a
borse over them, and it was guile a common  oceur-
rence to e borged when making one's wav over the
ranwes.  There was no Catholie elhurel outside of the
Thames,”” and the Monsignor had to build churches at
Pacrea and Te Avoha. “‘Not anly our own neoole sub-
seribed 1o the fund, but representatives of all deno-
minations  enntributed their quota, and often un-
solicited.” Monsirnor (’Reilly was the first priest to
celebrate Mass at Whangapoua, Te Aroha, Paeroa, and
Wailekaun.'

© Theinterment will take place at Auckland- -R.I.P.



