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Friends at Court

.

QLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR

August 16, Bunday.  Fleveutlh sunday alter Pente-
cost,  =t. Joachim, Father

vf the Blessed Virgin Mary,

" 17, Menday.,  Octave of 81, Lawrence, Martyr

. 18, Tuesday.- ~-5L. Hyacinth, Confessor. ’

'y 19, Wednesday . — 8t Elizabeth, Queen, Widow

" 20, Thursday.-—=t. Bernard, Ahbat, Doctor.

s 31, Friday.—-5t. Jane Frances e Chantal,
Widow,

;v 22, Baturday. Octave of Assumptioa,
e, Joachim, Father of the Blessed Viegin Mary
The Fathers of the Churel unite
sanctity of St. Joachim and =t. Anne,

it was to be the parents of the Muos
God.

in extolling the
whose privilege
Pure Mother of

Widow,

This saint was born at Dijon in 1573, Rhe was
married at the age of twenix to the Darou de Chantal,
but eight vears later she bad the mizioriune to lose ler
husband through an accident.  laving completed the
education of her childven, she tounded, undor the divee-
tion of &t. Francis de SBales, sl with the co operation
of seme other ladies of rank, the relivious tirder of the
Visitatien. She died in 1641,

GRAINS OF GOLD.

A PRAYER.
‘To Thee, dear Lord, 1 vome to-day with hanble lieart:
h, lLear my praver! Unto me, liord,
impart,
From out the depths of hopelessuess aned misery
1 call and frust that Thou wilt hearken unto me.

St. Jane Franees of Chautal,

Thy pgrace

Without Thee nothing can 1 do. Beloid my needs!

To Thy great everlasting strenothn my wenkuess pleacs,

Aw when Thou walk'st on earth the sous of wen wmony,

Meal'st Thou the sick, the lne, the palancd, utdst the
throng;

Tlewrd st Thow the leper’s cov ol * Master, piiy me!’

The blind mana’s fond appeal of “Lord, that | may see !’

5o wilt thou hear me, Lord, aud smuall my faith would
be, ‘

Were I to fear lest my pocr prover unanswered be, i

Becurely in Thy Sacred ITeart let me abide;
Safe from the dangers that beset on every side.
Iato Thy hands cntirely I tuyself resivn:
Oh, keep me as I wish to be, sceurely Thine!
With Thy accustomed clemeney, Lord, deal with me:
“And in Thy courts Ok, may [ serve clernally.
=t hedie News,

“If every night, before we go to sieep,” says Father
“Faber, * we begged our dear Lady ta offer up to Guod
the Precious Blood of lher Divine Sou for grace to
hinder one mortal sin somewliere in the world during
‘that night, and theu rencwed the same offering in the
morning for the hours of daylight, S'Lll'l‘l_\".s\l(‘ll an
offering could not fail te win the grace desired, and
thus each one of us mipht probably hinder unumbers
of mortal sins every vear.

What we need is eves to sce. The preseuce of {he
benevolent God is evidenced in a thousand ways, but
we lack the power or the disposition to appreciate this
marvellous fact. Many a man has scen a country grave-
yard, but it required a Gray te see in it a great poem,
L.iterature is filled with gems that genius las rescued
from the rubbish heaps. So a cultivated spiritual seuse
may see everywhere tokens of the Divine Presence, and
the eommon is transformed inte the uncommon by the
glory of it.

* STAND FAST IN THE FAITH'*

"
' g

(A Wockly In-'-uction specially written for the ¥ 7.
Lublet by *Guinrn.')

EARLY HISTORY OF THE CHURCH (X.)
{Continued.)

The preat suceess that waited uporn the preaching
uf ]’a_ul and Barnabas, and doubtless of other mis-
stonaries, amongst the pagans brought to the front a
question that had been raised when St. Peter received
Cornelius into the Churell,  On what conditions were
these  couverts from  amongst pagans and  Jewish
proselytes to be admitted ! liad they to submit to the
religious obligations that weighed upon the Jews, and
in particular had they to underge the rite of ciremmn-
cision T The apostolic missionaries, eapecially St Paul,
woull not hear of imposing these obligations on the
pagan converts, hut many " false brethren ™ sought to
bring them into bondage to the Law, for they insisted
that though ene received justification through the
Faith of Christ, vet perfection lay in observing to the
full the Law of Moses. * This migiil appear a small
matter, but it really struck at the very root of Chris-
tianity.  The Chureh was founded upon the Persou of
Josus risen frowm the dead ) and if she was to be bound
by any law ol commandments whatever, besides those
which Christ and His Apostles had preseribed, she
was brought bacl 1o the position she wonld have heen
in had Christ never died at all: in fact, still under the
law.  The Gentiles were bound by the law of charity
not to offend the prejudices of their Jewish brethren
it when it came to the question of salvalion, then if
any point were econceded, the whole Christian religion
was 1mperilled.’

The controversy on the point raged chieflv av
Antinch - and 1t was there decided Lo send a deputation,
consisting of Paul, Barnabas, and others, to Jerusalem
m order to lay the whole matter before the apostles
and the *ancients.” They met with considerable oppo-
sition, but the antheritics, above all the great pillars
of the Churceh, Peter, Jolm, and James, the Bishop of
Jerusalem, took their part and acknowledged Paul and
Barnabas as brother Apostles of cqual divine mission
wilh themselves.

In order to settle the question, a (louncil-the
first General Counectl of the Catholic Church-~was Leld
nuder the presidency of St. Peter. That apostle spoke
first.  After pointing out that he himself had been
chosen to bring the Gentiles in the first instance into
the Churell, 'he went on to show how ‘God had ob-
literated ail differences by purifving their hearts: and
further, he declares not only that the Genlile eonverts
are not to be brought under boudage, Lut that he him-
self and all the eircumeised Clhristians look for salva-
tion, not in any way through circumeision or the Mosaic
Law, but solely through the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ.”  Paul and Barnabas then teld the assembly
how they preached to the Gentiles, and how God had
hlessed their mission with success.  James, Bishop of
Jerusalem, and the special representative of the Jewish
Christians, apreed with his fellow-apostles, at the same
{ime remarking that the preaching of the Gospel te
pagans was but a fulfilment of ancient prophecy. The
Couneil's solution of the difficuliy was then embedied
in the following letter:——

‘ The Apostles, the Preshyters, and hrethren send
greeting unto the brethren, the (GGentiles in Antioch,
and Syria, and Cilicia. TForasmuch as we have heard
that some going out from us have {rouhled you with
words, subverting your souls, saying. ‘' Ye must be
circumcised and keep the law " : to whom we gave no
commandment.: It seemed good unto ns, heing assem-
bled fogether, te choose out men and send them unto
vou with our beloved Barnabas and PPaul, men that
have given their lives for the Name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. We lhave sent, therefore, Judas and Bilas, who
shall also tell you the same things by word of mouth.
For it hath scemed good to the Holy Ghest and i
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