NEW ZEALAND TABLET Ix

declare, on oatl, that “the principles of the Nufional
spslem re the ]Jf'."nr'ﬂjﬂ'f‘s of the [oformation. . . .
No wonder that the sentiments of Dean Hoare, Dean
Warburton, Archdeacon Stoprord, and the Rov, Moessrs,
Frew and (' Regan, as stated beYore the House of Lords
in 1854, should be almost oyually decided as to the
Sratestant chaiaeicr of the dessun Booles wnd Neraptase
eatracts.  Hlere, again. the " Sevipiure extracts ™ are
those which, Jong ago discarded in Treland, are il in
use in New South Wales,
2. 1t 1s. 1n fact, .\'r'm‘m"f/ .'Au.",uu-xu-wﬂ'ﬂ's P e tleargrres
i fearking any .\'u'b.}r of ehratsee e, e nndtiplication
table is, tor instance, & htauy of doomus, The axioms
and theorems of Euelid are dogmas, A the contenary
of the National Society in London, on Marelr 23, 1811,
Mr. Balfour well romuarked that youw cawned cven teaeh
ariflinetic to ehitdron wndess S yon Loaek them deanntic-
affy. 1f you do not teach them dowmatically, vou dn
not teach them at all.” v is (he added) the same - with
the so-called Cowper-Tonple™  veligion ™ [the " un-
scetarian ' and  Cundoomatic” relisious-lvpe of the
League, aud the present Bkl - orheet must he fanght
dogmatically, or 0t will et e tawalt ot wll!” t
teaeher suys 600 Ko Chestorion,
iosimpty a teacker wle i not toacking
3. The L (and the League), therefore, serionsly
mislead fegislators and electors  when they state ov
imply that the svstem of Biblical instruetion which they
propose 18 wasectarion oor Candd -
wonrinadtinged " Curtonsiy enough, in the present Bill
the term dagnetic? S oomitted froee fhe bedfotepper,
thus teaving the Trarkicr Jree tn sive kel iover niey e

Sk ds owed ot

Sagndeeanetie T oor

inferpreted ws  doguitic T edigions ineteneliog shoald
the prapused cdveationnd chapipcs biovone die Yot
Dr. Sproett (Anghean Bishop of Wellington, and  a
member of the League exceutive) deseribes that ballot-
paper as four question, and owrs only D O Lueldind Nir
July 2, 1314).  In other wovds: “The beaflot-peoper re-
moares dn [nﬂ-f‘]u'rhrh’w pestriclion favareng religions
Libierty in o way-—ihivh restrtetion the Leagioe hos et
tnta Qs petiflon-card (0 arder fooseenre petifianers’ rotes
The League's ballot-pepee offers the Loague o Ntate
graranteed fnterpretalioe provifege whivk the Lo
pelilion-card erpressly vepudiated. Yot the Leanue
has, apparcatly, wever considted Hs prtitiog s (o vegeird
L this change (voits platform,
CLERGY VI=SITS.

1. The Bill provides for the right ol eutry of the
clergy for ‘religious instruction * during sehool howrs,
The present Bible in Rtate Rehools League demands
this. Previous erganisations of the kind i New Zealund
were vehemently opposed to it

2. In its nature, {his provision eansfifictes the
elerpy State feachers for the time heing and wmabkes the
Ntate sehools denominationol fur o portivg of their
seorking tine. 1t s, obviously, ol greed st adveinluye
to the denmminations that e wost aowcy ond men,
Presumably for this reason, the right of enivy of the
clergy to denominationalise the Bfate Schnols system
has all along heen favored by Anglicans, 'l‘h(‘_\'_ah:n_l—
doned it temporarily, and by way of compromise, 1
1904-1905, chicfly on aecount of the vehement denun-
ciations of {lie Rev, Dr. Gibh and the opposition of the
Presbyterians and vthers.  On the League 'Jilx"-({.’_f“n".‘t“h
the ehivf thing pul foeweard das fren *ihie fibfe® in
sehpols—now reduced to mere * Bible extracts ™ in the
gcliools,  Bub Bishop Averill (x mewber of the League
excrutive) deseribes as ‘fhe wain plank Qo ilbe fible
i State Nelools Leagae platform, e right af eniry
af elevgy wnd averedited teacliors uf ol revomised ({'!‘fli!t—
'I?.ii'?iflff-.(J;'{.\‘, within sefoool Tewirs, for the prrpuse {Jf.:'[i!‘iri(!'
definite veligious instruefion o their own ('."H.(l(]f‘(‘.'-‘
(letter in Meano faify Fimes, Mav 24, 1913). In the
Dominion of May 1, 1914, Mz, John Caunghley, M.oAL
credits the Anghean Bishop of Nelson with deelaring
(it was at DLis Svnod) that he eonld nat fouch the
Hible-in-sehools awovement if the vight of enley avere
wot added. A practieally identical view is eredited 1o
Bishop Julius (vice-president of the League), h:v Mr.
C. J. Cooke (of the Schacls Defence League) 1n ihe

Dominion of April 8, 1914, The Right Rev. the Angli-
can Primate (Dr. Nevilly is president of the League,
The Rev, G. Knowles Smitl (late president of the
Primitive Methodist Chureh) states that the Primate,
when asked o aceept the elimination of the right of
eotey of the clergy, deelared that *the Act wounid be
useless without it, that that was what they wanted,
and for which they were endeavoring to secure our sym-
pathy and co-operation’ (Utago Haily Times rep'ort,
quoted m Vew Zewlund Tabler of November 28, 1912),
N Here, g, we have
rafees in fhe fovctapne:

severt eanfradictory
(e The vaices which clamor in
the docogue potitinner’s var that * the andin thing’ in
Hoe Aovegpe aaremicnt s fhe Bible) Cthe upen ];’ib]f’.'
ctesdn the selonls s (Y the voives weliel cry aict to him
fhat the wnetn Miiug 7 is, ant c the Rible” et the e
Bede Aot hits and seraps feom C the Bible (Y the
varcos aeleiele eall that Cthe anein thing’ ix not S the
Bilde ' dn the sehoods, wr ' Bilide eotraeis” in the seliools,
ot the gpersan en the sehaols.  How eould fhe League
petitinner be other than eonfused und bewildeced by
sieh o elamonr of cantradietions?  Homw conld hie Fuow
the precice nature of a thing on which he petitioned for
o so-eolled Creferendim

PROSELYTISM.

4. The following 1s taken from the report of the
president’s address st the fifth Angliean Synod in
Svduey, 1880 (p. 168): Tt has heen a matter of surprise
that not only has there been, on the part of some
persons, a wani of svmpatly with the Church of Eng-
land in our endeavor to impart religious instructions
o the public schools, but extreme sensitiveness, ap-
proaching to jealousy, lest the children of other denomi-
nations shonld be permitted (o be present at it.  Qur
misgion s, no doubt, 1o our own children, but if others,
whose pastors do not attend the public schaols, should
desire to read the Seriptures, and even {o learn the
Creed, the Lord’s TPraver, and the Ten Command-
ments, it seemns to e {o be a pititul thing Lo prevent
them.’

5. Herve we have almost as [rank a declaration of
the proselytising spirit as was openly avowed, hundreds
of tintes over, 1u the days when the present New South
Wales Heripture lessons wrought such deep and bitter
amd intended wrong to the consviences of dissentienls
trom the Mtate Churel in Ireland. Such abuses of the
elergy’s right- of entry have been at least twice cen-
suredd in New South Wales- onece (at an unstated date)
when the late Mr. W. Wilking was secretary to the
Council of Education, and later on, in a fresh cireular
which (after a preamble) quoted the former circular
of Mr. Wilkins. The new civeular was quoted, in full,
by the Tlon, Mr. Davey, in the Queensland Parhiament,
on November 9, 1910 (p. 1985). A cable message from
Brisbane (July 18, 1914) states that he ' quoted official
documents.”  Its date, bowever (July 15, 1900) was
evidently wrongly described in the Queensland Parlia-
mentary debates, for (says the New South Wales Dirce-
tor of BEducation, Mr. Board) it 1s ‘ cbviously wrong.’
The authenticity of the document is, however, neither
questioned ner denied by Mr. Board. in his cable mes-
sage received by e on July 14,

¢, The second of the twe cirveulars condemus those
visiting clergy whe * consider thremselves at liberty to-
take any children that will comwe 1o their elass, and, if
that were sanctioned, there would he ohvious oppor-
tunifics for proselytion, and the Council of Education
would Dbe in danger of being accused of giving unfair
advantages to clergymen of some denominations, by
admitting childven of other denominations to their
classes.” The risk of tampering with conscience in such
ways are touched upon by the Irish statesman, TIsaac
Buit, in his Lilierty of Teaching {Dublin, 1865).

7. A singularly strong tesiimeny in point comes
from i New Zealand League clergyman, Rev., William
A. Buller, M. A ., in a letter in the Stratford Freaing
Post of March 12, 1913, Other and higher placed
T.eague leaders favor the plan suggested by the Rev.
Mr. Davies, 2 memhber of the League executive. As
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