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The Life of Cemma Clyani, By Father Germanus,
C.P. London: Haunds and Co. Price, 6s net.

Some years ago the present writer, when a student
in Rone, had the great happiuess of making his annual
retreat under the direction of a saintly  Passionist
Father, and wemory still holds vivid impressions of
the preacher's discourses on the reality and the nner
nweaning of cur Redeemer's suilerings and death. Later
on i lus peacelul monastery on the Coclian [Lill, Padre
Germano told us 1he story and showed us the rooms of
the young Passionist, Gubriel of the Addolorata, whose
lfe was remarkable for extraordinary devotion to the
Passion. The sanctity of this young servant of God was
officially declaved in 1903, thanks niainly to the efforts
of our retreat-giver. And now we receive from the same
hands aon account of the wonderful and saintly life of
another * Cluald of the Passion,” Gennia Galgani. Padre
Germano was the confessor and spivitual divector of this
heroie mwaiden, and therefore speaks with exceptional
anthority.

The life of Gemma Galgani passed Delween the
years 1878 and 1903, amd was spent eatirely in the
world, yet we find erowded into that short space of
time a story of virtue, contemplative prayer, and super-
natural favors which causes us 1o say, God is indeed
wonderful in [Tis saints, A plous father and a more
than pieus mother watehed over the infancy of Gemma
in the village of Camigliane, near Lucea, Italy, and
encouraged in cvery possible way her earliest aspira-
tions after the things of heaven. On the death of her
mother the seven-vear-old ¢hild lived with an aunt
far a vear and then, returning to her father's home,
went Lo school. flere she was distinguished by mental
gifts of a high order, by sweet maodesty, and by
candour aund sineerity which some thought bordered on
rudencss.  Only constaut and powerful watehing pre-
vented this girl of sanguine and vivacious tempermment
from Dbeceming a pericet madeap.
and  very happy. Cdesus T oshe writes with candid
simplicity— “made Tiis presence fell in my poor soul
more and mere. e said <o many things {6 me and
often made me feel ihe areatest consolation.” HRut
even ot this tender age God's chosen one had to walk
the way of the eross, and Tor nearly a year weariness,
sadness, repugnance te praver, a sense of ahandonment
by Gad burntl as tn a crucible the soul of the youthiul
follower of our Saviour. Gemma left school in 1894 and
went home to look afler her brothers and sisters. A fler-
wards she stayed for a while with an aunt, and in
1899 was adopied by the Giannini family at Tucea, with
whom she remained until her death in 1903, Outwardly
her life was uneventful and commonplace.,  She did
her best 1o avoid singularvity, but the sainls seemed to
be looking inte her eves and the reflected rays threw
round her a dignity and grace which could not be hid.
Inwardly these vears were vears of heroic patience
under dangerous illuess, severe sufferings, and bitter
trials, of great advance in virtue, and of exceptional
spiritual favors.

The supervatural wifis roceived by this child of
heaven are a sign (one amengst many) that God still
visits Ilis people.  But here we must leave the story
to be told by Abbot (now Cardinal) Gasquet. ‘ The
favorite, and indeed almost constant sulbiject of thought
and praver with Gemma was our Lord’s sacred Passion.
Often she begged of our Blessed Lord to be allowed
to share these sufferings with TTim, or at least to be
permitted to feel physically something of what He
had to bear in the lours of Tlis Passion and at the
time of Ilis death. Sowme few years before her death,
in 1903, Ler longing was partly satisfied by the recep-
tion of the Stigmata (the Five Wounds) in her hands,
feet, and side. These wounds opercd and poured forth
copious streams of blood every week for some vears,
during the period bebween cach Thursday and Friday
night. They then closed themselves in sneh a way that
by Salurday all trace of anything beyond a white
mark in the flesh had disappeared. Besides these marks

T.ife was very holy

of the Crucifixion, at various times Gemma received
other marks of her participation in the Lorments which
our Lord endured. ¥or exampic, on July 19, 1900,
whilst in an cestasy the vision of Christ wounded and
bleeding camne so clearly before her that she begged
Him to let her suffer yet more "of lis Agony and
bodily paius, upon which He took the Crown of
Thorus from Iis own Ilead and pressed it upon hers.
From that time, on the Fridays, she Dlore also the
marks of the thorns. - - DBesides these marks of
the Passion, Gemwma was permitted on many occasions
to sufier a sweat of blood like our
in His Agony in the Garden.
naturally could not be hidden from those who lived with
her, is lestified to by many witnesses, and the fact
cannot reasonably be called in question. She also had
on Ler left shoulder the open wound, which, according
1o some revelations, although it is not recorded in Hoely
Seripture, our Blessed Lord reccived from carrying the
Cross to Calvary.  With this alsp came the bruised
knees, which must have been caused by His repeated
falls.  But perhaps the most extraordinary marks of
our Lord's sufferings, which the saintly girl Lore on
Ler flesh, were those of the terrible scouTging at the
Fullar.  These marks on her body are deseribed by
nmiany witnesses as feartnl 1o behol
peared in the flesh of her body, on her legs and arms
as 3f they had really heen torn open, in places even
to the very bone, by the loaded whips of the soldiers
as in the case of our Lord.’
xxxi)

Saviour underwent
This phenomenon, which,

d: great gashes ap-

(Introduction. Pp. xXxx.,

In these davs of biatant unbelief it is good to come
into such close contact with the Supernatural, to sew
at work in His saints that God in * Whom we live, and
move, and have our being.’ We are not, indeed, bound
to believe in the reality of the wonders here recorded,
for the Church has not prenounced jndgment on these
nmatters, or even as yel on the sanctity of Gemma
Galgani. TBut here is a sober tecord of facts epming
from one who, as spiritual director of the holy maid,
had unique opportunities of knowing the sceret mys-
teries of her soul, and who brought to his task profound
knowledge of mystical theology, wide experience in
the direction of souls, and first-hand acqualntance with
the vesults of modern psychology. The eritical Appen-
dices show that modern science has no natural ex-
planation to give of these strange plenomena.

A book emphatically to be read and studied.

The Freedom of the Sciences. By Joseph Donat, S.J.,
DD, Professor at  Iunsbruck University.
Authorised translation from the revised edition
of the German original. New York: Wagner.
London: Merder. Pp. 419, Price, 10s nct. 1914,

The reviewer confesses that he took up this work
with considerable misgivings. We have had a nnmber
of books during the past few years treating of the
relations between religion and science, and even the
best of them assume a half-apologetic tone in face of
the claims of pseuda-scientists. Such an atiitude is
really out of date, for the battle has long since been
fought and won: men of culture in Europe now freely
admit that scientlsts must work within the sphere of
observation and experiment, leaving the philosopher
and the theologian to deal with the causes and origin
of things. Many of the greatest men of science have
made confession of faith; and the sense of the limita-
tions of science is bringing many more to the theistie
and religious view of the world—in other words, to the
view comsistently maintained by the Catholic Church.
And the Catholic theologian takes high ground. He
assures himsel by strict reasoning that there is a God
and that this God has snoken to men. Tle sees at once
that such a revelation must be true, and that it can
not be contradicted by any seientific truth. So he wel-
comes every advance in scientific knowledge, confident
that truth can but confirm truth. Occasicnally collisions
occur between religion and seience, but these alleged
conflicts do not exist in reality, for each has its own
sphere, with its own subject-matter, and its own
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