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GARDENING NOTES

(By Mz J. Joyce, Landscape Gardener, Christehureh.)

THE APRICOT TREE.

The apricots must be treated somewhat similar to
the peaches. They very seldom produce a erop if planted
as standards out in the open garden in Canterbury. The
late spring frosts and chilly cast winds usually destroy
the blossoms or young fruit, if they happen to get set,
On that acvount they require 1o be planted in a shel-
tered situation, where those frosts cannot reach them.
Usualiy they are more suceessful when planted awainst
a wall or side of a house and trained horizontally, tacing
a sunny aspect aud pruned every season to keep them
within bounds. They stand pruning well, as they pro-
duce fruit on the young and old wood very plentifully.
1t 1s better to prune late in the spring, when thev are
showing blossoms.  The tips of the swoots bloom the
varhiest and the inner buds later.  As it may be an
advantage to keep the tree as late asx possible from
selting 1ts fruit  umtil the late frosts pass by <hy prun-
mg the tips which are most forward, ii will keep the
iuner buds in check and bring them inte bloom later
on. When grown against a wall, they oueht always
be summer-pruned, as well as winter, so s (o keep
them neat and tidy in appearance, ou aceount of the
position thev oceupy, espeetdly if agiinst o house.
They look very untidy when Jeft o their own free
will te produce, as ix very often the case, shoots a yvard
long.  These shoots should never be allowed to grow
they take away the necessary sap which should wo to
nourish the fruit. A neatly traiued tree avainst a wall
or fence is pleasing to the eve.

Some people cover up their trees with seriu in the
spring time, when they are in blossom. [T left on dax
and night the cure is worse than the disease. [t shuts
out a certain amount of light and air which is necessary
for thie development of the fruit.  The consequence is
that when the covering is taken off the troe is s delicate,
from the nursing it has veceived, that exposure to the
suncand light causes all the fruit to drop off, and very
vlten the leaves as well. (Fhis refers to peaches also)
When a tree is protected, the covering should be re-
moved In the mworning.  Unless the night is very eold or
likely to be frosiy there will be un need to cover the
tree at all. Never protect the tree unless vou make
up your mind {o take away the covering in the morniny.
T/ have seen a number of peach trees covered up coni-
pletely for a few weeks, and when they were uncovered
every leal dropped off, 1 have never scen them covered
since -experience taughts their owner a lesson. [ the
tree bears a lLeavy crop, this should be cousiderably
thinned, so as to give the tree a chance of matluring i
crop of size and flavor.

THE PLUM TREE.

The plum tree succeeds faivly well in ordivary
gacden soil.  In ity yvoung staie it requires to be care-
fully pruned, so as to form a good head. During the
sumnier a watclh must be kept 1o encnurage an even
growth, by shortening back any of the wood which s
inelined to grow too luxuriantly. Sametimes the tree
s inclined to throw out sofi wandy suecculent shoots
which rob the others of their proper nourishment. Like
othier fruit trees, it must be sununer-pruned in the
usual way, and i winter spurred back to two or three
eyes. A tree in a full-bearing state will 11:)L'require
much pruning. If allowed to bear heavy crops, it eught
to get a muleh of gosd stable manure during summer
to help it along—sometimes it gets exhausted through
being left to bear teo heavily, and in ihat case vequires
a little nourishment.

THE JAPANESE PLUM,

This tree 1s often very unsatisfactory in producing
a crop. 1t invariably shows a good deal of blossom,

but very selddm produces a crop, except in very special
sedsona, when wo have a very mild spring, free from
frost-. The great drawback to this plum tree is that it
contes into blossom too varly 1 the senson, and, during
the setting period of the yvounw fruit, it usually has
the mistvraune 1o encounter a late spring frosi {speaking
now of Cantecbury), and the great expecelations which
natwrally  the grower forms Jrom the abundance of
blossoms, e doomed 1o disgppointiment.  On this
account the tree surht to he planted in a very shady
situation, especinlly sheltering it from the casterly cold
winds. They stand a better clinee planted against w
fence and trained ax an espalicr. Thev are mmclined to
make a very slvong growth thirving the summer, and
those shoots oncht to be shortened baek as wecasion
requires,

THE CHERRY TREE.

This tree requires to be cavefully pruned in ils
voung state wntil it is fairly well established.  Then it
can take care ol itself, excepl when the necessity arises
of cutting win oceasional branch which hias grown out
of place. Old trees vequive very little pruning.  The
tree hears in both eld and new wood.

Temuka.

{From our owa correspondent.)

Jduly 13,

Bev, Father Tymons, S.M . has been trvansferred
to- Rt Mary's, Christehuveh, for about three months.
During his absence from Temmka the Marist Misstonary
Fathers will as<ist in the work of the parish. ’

The half-vearly mecting of the local branel of
the Iliberniau Seetely was held on Mondav cvening
last. The pesident (Bro. M. Crranniteh) pre;‘.ided aover
a goud attendance. Two new nenmbers were initiated.
The election of silicers for the cusuing term resulted as
follows: --Preaident, Bro. J. sScoft - vice-president, Bro.
M. Healy : seerctary, o, T, Knight : treasurer, Rro.
W llallv: warden, Bro. W. D, Fitzgerald © guardian,
Bro. J. Shnpson : sick visitors, Bros. Brosnalan and
FE. Fitzgerald : auditers, Bros. W. Spillane and M.
Hlealv.  The uewlvclected oflicecs were installed by
Past. President. Bro. Cranniteh, who wished one and
all a liappy term ol office.  Several members spoke in
appreciative toerms of the enthusiosn instilled into the
branch by the outgoing president, who, on the forma-
tion of the braneli six nienths ago, undertook the
arduens task of guiding it, and carcied out his dutics
m an admirable manner.

CURE YOUR RITEUMATISM.
®
The many kinds of Rheumatisin can be traced te
the one ecause —excess urie acid i 1ho blood., Although
this fact 1s recognised by the leading physicians and
seientists, people still try to vure their Rheumatism,
Gout, Selatica, and Lumbago by cmbrocations and
Lhiniments aud pills, instead of using a rational remedy
and rooting out the cause. 1f velicf is to be obtained
and a4 permanent cuce effected RITEUMO must be
taken.  RITEUMO possesses the remarkable quality of
neutralising and removing this exvess uric acid and its
deposits from the system. Tt acts through the eircula-
tory system of the blood, and thus expels the uric acid.
No matter how long standing your case may be you can
rely on RIVEUMO effecting a cure. Mr. John Sullivan,
Timaru Bottling Stores, Timaru, has great faith in
RHEUMO. 1lc has good reason to be. Read how it
cured him:— T have taken vour RITEUMO for Rheu-
matic Gout, and have great faitii in it. 1 can recom-
mend it as 4 good medicine in Rheumatic cases. —Jony
SULLIVAN." 276 or 476,
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