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To do the first would be wrong- 1o do 1he sceond
might be wofully unjust. The true course was 1o find
out the truth; to go to Caleutia and tearn for lipeic
and il he wers wiong, (o publicly muke acknowic -
mwent. 1 ho wero right, ho could ramaie silent i b
were for the best,

Two months afterward, Wil sheridan retiurned

from Caleutta  to Shanchat. e had o foued
out the truth. He o proceeded ot snee s
Western  Australia 1o jorn his  ehip,  and frean
that time he wrote no more o l'fng‘i:l}lci. e

part of lus life, the sweet and tendor Pact, withonl
fault of his, had sulfered wotuilv, aid hiad died bofore
his cyes. 16 was shrouded in s meaiory and btirted
in his heart,  Like a bhrave man, he would voe s andd
moan over the luss. He set his face (o his duty, Loptuz
and praving that tiwe would take he gnawing pak
from his heard,

I1L.
THE SANDALWOOD AGENCY,

About & year after his trin Lo Colcntta, while his
ship lay in Fhanghai, Shevidan receivod an juvitadion
to diuner from the chiel owner, a wealthy and acure
old Feoteliman, whose palatial residonoe and boautiinl
grounds overluoke:! the town., Flo was strprised at ihe
vorrtesy, and showed the invitation 1o the cantain, -
kind old sailer, who bad formed an affection for Wil
from the firat. :

“Goo gosany Budosadd Captain Mathews, - [U's o
piece of luck, noa donbis Uyve heard that the old man
has a daughieor, or @ nicee, though 1 bolieve she's ratlier
tougn s Lut wiat’s that, when she has a shinload of
money ! You're in duck, vou
o, and i vour best rig, 1
ltmnmer coat,”

“Thank you, Capiain. said Wl dinger o
wardly, as his ove tooic in the short bt portly dhmen-
sions of his old fricnd: “Lue I think T g» a5 a phiin
satlor, without auy pretence of socicty dress,’

“Well, 1 odan’t kuow but vow've right, Sheridan.’
respended tho captain: *a sailer’s jacket is it for aav
man or any place, when he who wee
fession, and 1s worthy of il

That evening saw Will Sheridan cuter My

ers ool courze vou'li
ecad vou my ol el

it oves his oo

Mac-

Kay's drawing-room, as handsome and pentlemwanly a

fellow as ever gave an order through a trumpet.

* Mr, Sheridan,’ said the kind old merchant. - :
forward to meet him, * vou are weleame for Nour awn
sake, and for that of a dear old friond.  Yoi are nea
aware, I think, that veur Fatler and 1 were micgslipreony
together forfx vears apn.’

Wil was surpriserd, but gratified, e lhad half
expected to be patronised, aund indeed was more than
half prepared to resent such treatient.

Mr. MacKay presented Will to his Familv— Mys,
MacKay, an invalid, awd his step-dauelter. Mies
Gifford, a handsome, buxom, goed-natured mabilon lady
of a certain age.

They were all very kind, and they treated Will as
an old and privilezed friend. 1le forgot all about {he
patronage, aud enjoyed himself immensely.  Sueh an
cvening of lome life, after vears of rugged seafaring,
was delightfully restiul.

At dinner, Mr. MacKay reealled story alter slory
of the time when he and Will’s father wore carcless
voungsters on his Majesty's ship Cumbeplend. Wil
was still more surpvised to find (hat My, Macwar had
recenttly been in comnmunication wiih his [od ey,

‘I saw vour papers, Mr. Sheridan,” exclaimed M.
MacKay ; “and knowing thal my old friend was in the
Coastgnard Sevvice in England., T wrole to him. T
found T was richt in my conclusion: Lut I thought T
wauld sav nothing about the maiter for soma time, You
will pardon me when T tell you {liat T have been
observing you closely sinee you entered the service of
our Company.’

This was the first reference 1o {heir relative posi-
tions which had been made, Wi did oot know what to
answer.

“You hove seen

a good deal of our sandalwood
Crade,”

il Aie. MacKay, changing the subject; * what
to vew Tl ol s prospects, Mr. sheridan ¢

Tlhoo was (oo extonsive o question for Will, and he
Falicved in Dhis coply. e Lad, he said, only considered
At own wttivs o Uhe tradde, and they offered a limited
seape Toe chrervaiion.

Tl oLl meveham, however, refurned to the point.

sl Mathews tells me that you have expressed

Lo T vty dbssat sl eii noot the manavement of our
alfines o Moesternn Aostralin?

SN seacredd Will with a smile, ‘ not with

Y. but o with the mismanagement.’

AR

Al it s said Mr. MacKay; * we will talk
Bt el thia by Ty’
o the Tudies had retived, My, MacKay again

fovk e the subhjeet.

"Yeu think our affairs in Anstralia are mis-
nusted, thear 2

S el 1 anpears to me Lhere is no system
wihatever oo the ailer side, <o faroas the Company’s
:ll[‘.l'l"-is e coneerned.?

fiow 1 that 77 asked L
i CBlees
: el 1Y
“Yes, Beocertaindy does. and that's all he does—
s hat’s pothing,” sald blunt Wikl atl least for the

;

keen business man,
et our 2eent purchase and

‘
:

e sene

17 said M MacKay, nervously,

; WL I hix earnesi wav when inter-
O A B P R v the sandabwond is cut awny in the
b Mg sl Goac hundred seiles fron (e «hipping-
soation ot Donbavy. 1L ds ent v ticke! ol leave men.
Fiomy them 1 g ators. who team it to
1 o Jellows, whao manage to
o avent buvs it at the wharf, pay-
i whateover vriea 1w gulie]

1anin

ot 1

“Ner owe dd ave himode more? asked MacKay.

CLowenddt change the whole plan, siv, if it were
wy oconcen. Firad o T would lease all, or as much as
iocentds of the wandalwoond land divect from  the
Covermment, 1ten 1T owenld sel my lired cutters to

ml e carey tlie weod in my own teams to

Tle crizinal cort can bo decreased at leask
1 A berides this, ihere are other valuable
substanees. such as gum. tan-bark, and skins, that
conled Peoesrvied wnd shipped at the same time.”

The
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crebiand listened alleniively Lo the broad out-
= plins, wiich he spoke about quite freely,

1
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e the maller, but familiar with it.

tlon” said Mreo MacKay at length, ‘our
decided (o change our agent in Western
straling aped i pives e oreat pleasure io offer vou
the pusition. 1 wiil see” hoe added, interrupting Will's
suvpriacl cvelumation, < thal vou shall have sufficient
bower al vonr disposzl (oocarry ont your ideas with
teard toothe etension of the trade.’

heard anothior word for the rest of the
His wind seavcely teok in the change, from
aud unkuvowa sailov, at one step, to a man
of laree influence and position, for such would be the
Mustralian agent of so wealthy a Company.

When he returned {o the shin, his face flamed with
eveitement, as he reladed the wonderful story to his
ol Tricnd Capinin Mathews, wlio became cven meore
exeiled than Will.—and declared manv times Sver his
eliga of “Old Tom’ {hat ‘ they were beginning to sco
thives vight at last.” and 1hat ‘ no man could do land
bosiness =0 vwell as him who was {rained at sea,” and
thvers other sentences filled with wisdom drawn from
personal pride ol marine philesophy.

(To bLe continued.)
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A pgeutleman writes: ‘T wish to thank you for the
way in which you moved my fnrniture. Nothing was
hroken, and the men sent were competent and obliging.'
If vou are moving, be sure you employ us. We offer you
the same skilled service.  You'll be pleagsed with our
work, we know.—Tre N.Z. Exerress Co., LTp.
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