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GARDENING NOTES

‘(By Mu. J. Jover, Landscape Gardener, Christchured.)
THE APPLE TREE,

1f the pip of an apple is sown in well prepared
ground, it will tuke abour two yvears before it is fit to
be grafted on.  But growing siocks Trom sced 1s now
discarded, mostly on account of the blight which at-
tacks them. The recognised stocks now principally used
are the Northern Spy and Winter Majetin.  Both
varieties ave blight-proof. The Northern Rpy s a very
fine rosy apple, with a flee cobsp Havor, and is a good
dessert fruit. The Majetin is a cudinary apple. and o
late keeper, amd of a dull green color) o hiale ved on

-~

the sunny side.  The Hpy is a shy bearer; bul the
Majetin s pretty regular.  The Spy makes a lot of

tine fibrous roots, henee it is a gosd stock, The Majetin
s less fibrons, but makes a good strong growing stock.
As these stocks e nol aliacked by the Woeelly Aphis
hlight, they arc very sultabie Loy grafting the apple on.
But thougin the stocks ave Jree femn blight they do
not guarantee the apple tree which has been grafted on
them Lo be immune from all the blights o which apple
trees are subject. Tlhe advantage gatned s 20 good
Lealthy voot. The tree whieh has heen grafted does not
pattake af the blight-proot nature of its foster pavent.
When the gratt is one venr old, the eare of the Tature
{ree commences, 10 s then hewded back to the height
that the stem is intended to beo Then the follownnge
season it throws out two or three shoolz sud all the
rest are fu be rubbed olf so ax to have a clean stem,
The next vear thore new =hoots wrust he headed back
again 1o about hall their scason’s growth; and so on
ecach scuson, praned in the sane manuer.  In about
three or four years, if it does well i will have formed
suffickent branches 1o make the foundation of a good
tree.  The growth of the tree must be open in the
centre, and a suflicient distance aflowed between cach
branch, =0 that there will be plenty light and air {o
play on them. 1t is o mistae o leave too many
branches on the (roe, and all the inner or lateral shouts
should be nipped back to about four or five leaves,
towards the cnd of ihe summer, to be pruned in the
winter bhack to two or three eves, whilst the leading
shoots sliculd be lieaded back more or Jess aceording
to the growth of the tree.  The Teading shools shounid
not be interfered wiih during their smmmer growth,
unless some may be growing out of propertion Lo the
rest, then thevy mav be cut back in a hine with the
others.  Winter pruning way be performed any time
from the fall of the eal in autumn until the budding
forth in spring.  lu summer proving care must be
taken not to cut foo clove, Tor if pruncd too close io
the stem or branch the buds wvery often shoot out
again, and those which would Dbear bhocome wood,
and the object intended is lost. DBy leaving five or six
buds on the shoot there is room for making wood if
the buds should Tiappen to shosi ond again. The inner
ones will form Leaving, and in the winter they can he
pruncd back to two or three devmant buds.
Procurving Trees from the Nursery.

Trees should be purchiased from a reliable marsery-
man, and selecled as cnvly in the setson as possible.
1f left tao late the best of the trees may be gone. If
not ready to plant, do net wait on that aceount: pro-
cure the trees and heol them in, 1o a nice shellored
spot in the garden. They will be all the belter 37
left to remain there [or o month ov mere. When taken
up they will have made nice fibrous roots, which is A
sign they are going to grow. By lreating them in this
manner they can be planted at leisure as ceeasion re-

r"'quit‘es.. but never leave the rools exposed o sun or
& drying winds. A tree nut of the ground s Jike a fish

out of water. The delicate fibrous rools are provided
with little mouths at their extremities, and 1if these
are destroved by Dbeing oul of the ground too lone,
the tree gets a had cheek and eamnet make any head-
way until fresh rootlefs are formed to s:t_u"k un the
necessary nourishment in the form of Tignid. A tree

should be always provided with a good supply of roots
acordimg Lo the sizo ol {he brauches which they have
Lo amnciin, A medium tree with o good  body  of
healthy v s preferable to a large tree will an in-
ferior body vi voots. Very often the fine-looking tree
when taken up out of the nursery lacks the body of
rouls which is necessary (o maintain such a size,  The
rerpedy i that it must be pruned back (o balance the
roois, else the tree will make very littde headway ; as
it 3 impusible for a weak body to carey 100 heavy a
load.  Iis alse a mistake to atlow voung trees to bear
a full erop of fvut the first few vears.  H thev are
allowed to bear before they come to a mature age, which
s ovenvrally reckoned 1o Le about seven vears, Lhey
will not wake gond trees. The sap, which should gn
Lo make good strong branches to form the ivee, will go
Lo mamtain the fruit, hence a poor stunted growth,
Cultiviiion.

In erder to keep trees in a good Lealthy condition,
atiention youst be paid o culivation by keeping the
soll nicely worked wronnd the irees during the summer
and digging woihe winter, adding a little manure to
wealk-growing subjects. When trees come 1o a bearing
state, and some are fournd (o be making a lot of super-
fluous wood and very Titde froit, which semetimes is
the case, especially when the soil is very riel, the
retiiedy fur suelr atree 1= root-pruning, 1'33.-' checking
the growth less wood will be formed, and the tree will
form bearing buds, where wood would have been if
it had not wndergone the operation of rovt-pruning.
Promng back ihe shoots of a vigorous tree year after
vear only aggravates the eovil, if the root action s
unt cheeked. T fact the more a healthy (ree is pruned
the more wond it will make, provided it does net bear
a reasonable crop each year, for when the growth of
branches are ent away, naturally the great body of
roots sends up & oconsiderable amount of sap, and to
find an ontlet for sueh a quantity nature steps in to
supply the want by a luxuriant growth of brancles,
The vemedy ther is Lo balance the tree by a judicious
pruning ol both rools and branches.  Root-pruning is
ol practised nearly as mueh as it ought to be, when
trees arve making too mueh wood. Root-pruning in this
case s more necessary than hranch-pruning, for when
the agrowth {5 c¢hecked there will not be so muel wood
to cut away,

Rool-pruning.

Root-pruning is performed by taking a clean sharp
spaile and digging out a trench, say abont (hree feet
from the trunk of the tree, culiing clean all the roos
vt one side anel, i pessible getting wnder the tree,
entiing wway any strong tap rools whiclh might he
there, This is done in the winter time, I that does not
remedy the cvil, and (ke growth is noet checked the
following summer, repeat tle same operalion the next
pruning seascn, on the other side of the tree, which was
nol touched the preceding year. 1§ this is done the
object sought will be attained.

Renovating an Old Tree.

IT an old faverite, from some cause looks unhealthy
and is making poor headway, owing Lo the rools hn\'in.p;
ot into an uncongenial soil, or from overbearing in
past years, the remedy is to give it a good pruning
hack of the branches and {hinning out, if too many.
Then dig a good wide trench all yound the tree, cutting
away all big roeots, throwing out all the soil, and
replacing with a pood mixture of rotlen manure and
Inam, or, better still, rotten turf. Then in the summer
place a pood mulch of stable manure around the tree
andd leave it {o its fate.

ELECTRIC MASSAGE

in your own howme by means of the Zodiae machine—a
wonderfnl apparatus casily carried in the pocket.
Never requires recharging, For all pains, rheumatism,
neuralgia, ete., it 1s unequalled. Thirty shillings, post
free, from WALTER BAXTER, Chemist, Timaru....

FOR MONUMENTS AND TOMBSTONES. (Opp. First Church).

Thomson and Go. Designs sent ou application, MORAY PLACE, DUNEDIN.



