THunspay, Mancu 19, 1914,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET
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day afterncon during the current year will be - better
attended. The Guild has lost a zealous worker in Mrs.
O’Meara, who left New Zealand for England a few
weeks ago.  Articles to the value ‘of £13 17s were
presented to various churches during 1913, The fol-
lowing -is the balance sheet to the eud of January,
1914 : —Receipts—Balauce in hand, £9 135 1d: sub.
scriptions to the end of Javuary, 1914, £7 2s 6d:
donations, 12s Bd ; sale of faucy goods, £1 15s 6d : sale
of B.S. beads, 18s 6d; sale of church requisites, £97
17s 6d; discount, 11s &d. total, £118 11z 1d. FEx-
penditure—Vestments and materials, £80 Os 9d : lawn
and linen, £6 Tz 2d: postage and carriage on parcels,
£3 0s bd: Customs duty, £6 12s 64 : deposit in Savings
Bank, £10 11s: eash in haud, £11 19s 3d: tatal,
£118 11s id.

A ceremony of reception took place at St. Damin'e's
Priory bn Tuesday, 17th inst. 'L he young ladics whe
took the white verl were: Miss Murgavet Quigg, of
County Derry, Ireland (in religion, Sister Mary John
lierchmans), Miss Maria Scully, of Cloonard, Tnver-
cargill (in religion, Sister Mary Dorothea); -and Miss
Mary O'Gormar, of Invercargil (in religion, Sister
Mary Vincent Ferrer). llis Lordsiip the Bishep of
Dunedin officiated, and delivered the occasional dis-
course with much impressiveness, The Rov. Fatliers
Kavanagh and Kaveuner were assistant priests, and
several other vpriests were vresent in the sanctuary,
The music was cxceptionally beautiful, the 'O Cor
Ameoris,” by Father Zulueia, 8.J., forming an item of
surpassing cexcellence,
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HOME RULE
OPPOSITION TO COMPROMISE.

NO FURTHER MODIFICATION.

A London cable of March 10 SAVS 1 —

lu the course of Lis specch the chairman of the
Labor Party (Mr. J, Ramsay MacBonald) said there
would be no general election until the Home Rule Bl
had passed.

The Fimes (UL savs editorially that Mr. Asquith's
proposals show a profound miscaldulation of the situa-
tion. ¢ This mockery of an offer at the eleventh hour,”
says the writer, * can make no favorable impression '

The Standard (Unionist) describes the ofer as
grossly cobjectionable.

The Loening News (L.) sayvs that the offer is the
final attempt for a peacetul sctilement by the Liberals
in the House of Commons.

A cable of March 9 says:

The debate on the second reading of the [Lome Rule
Bill will probably be resumed on the 30tk inst.

An influential section of the Nationalists iu Ireland
dislike the concessions, as they believe they will involve
formidable admiristrative confusions.

Many prominent Orangemen are of opinion that
Sir E. Carson has gone too far in promising to accept
the Government offer if the timé limit is eliminated.,

Lord Dunraven is of opinion that the offer of
partial exclusion is meaningiess unless it is established
with the certainty that a scheme will e workable. 1le
declares that the representation of Ulster in thé Tra.
perial Parliament, the position of the Lord Lieutenant,
and the possibility of the Irish Parliament placing
Customs barriers around the excluded countics are three
cutstanding difficulties.

The PDaily News savs the Nationalists and the
greater number of Liberals are against a compromise.
It declares that it is imnossible to accede to Sir E.
Carson’s request that Ulster be excluded until a fresh
Act is passed, as that would allow a habit of local
government to grow up in Ulster with vested interests
established. and it would become difficult for the Im-

perial Parliament to resist a claim for special treat-
ment.

. All parties in TIreland are distinc_t]y.unfavm'a",ble‘

to Mr. Asauith’s offer. ' )
The Ulstermen condemn a limited exclusion.

The Nationalists consider -that Mr.-Redmond-ex-
ceeded the limits of coupession. T o :
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The underwriters are charging: 108 per cent: Lgithe
police for insurance against a riot, - et

Prior te the Cabinet ameeting on  March: 11, My,
Birrell, Mr. J. E. 'Redmond, My T. P Connor,
Mr. J. Dillon, and Mr. Devlin had hreakiast with,:Mr.
Lloyd George, and had a conference that lasteid an:hoéur
and a-haly, o . T AR SR S

Mr. T. Jobn, M:P., for Denbighshire, introduced
a Bill giving Home Rule to Wales. . It.provides far a
single Chamber and women’s franchise. Ll

The Times savsoit is rumoured that :Mr. Liloded
George is secking to-induce the Nationalists ‘to agree
to the'terms which Siv E. Carson can submit -regardiig
Ulster. Many of the Liberals are willing- to meet Sir
E. Carson in abrogating the time limit;  but. the
Nationalists at nresent refuse tp agrece to further, modi-
fications. . . TSI

The Laily (Chrowivfe states that the Nationalists
and the Government ave in complete-accord, . . ... -,

In the emarse of.a leading article the Times says-it
is surprised that {he: Government, havi g goue 8a-far,
did not in the interests of its own cause adopt, 4 simpler
and less contentious principle thau excluding the wiele
of the provinee of Ulster. C e

Tu the [Mouse of Commons - M., Asquith, asked
members to postpone a number of. questions -relating ’
to the details of the Ulster propesals, and premised .a
general statement on Manday, - S

The Tablet says that Treland has no use far a
coerced and conquered TUlster, which would - become
an Irish Alsace. Tt says it will be impossible to eontrol
events at the end of six vears. The Nationalists should
make a wvirtue out of necessity. L e

Mr. O’Connor says that Ireland will never. conggnt
to perpetual exelusion, lle would sooner lose the Bjll
than go to the wilderness for anotler geueration. . The
idea of temporary exclusion is eguivalent to the. Bull’s
provisions regarding reserved services,, The eacluded
counties must automatically come under the Jurisdiction
of the new Parliament after the transition period.

Mr. Austen Chamberlain,, speaking . at, Birming-
ham, gave Mr. Asquith credit for his anxiety to preveut
calamilies, but said he could not expect that Ulster
would disband lier oyganisation and forsake the.method
by which alone she had been able to seeire. g, hearing.
1f the scheme were .passed into law, -exclusion , would
be the main issue at {future electigns. . Every dish Maald
be Irish stew, and scalding hot at that., e e

Sir Edward Carsen, in .a letter, says: ‘We are
going to make good in action-all we have been-saying.
We are preparing for a two years’ struggle that, will be
grave and almost unprecedented in recent history,’

Mr. Devlin, M:P., in- an. article in Aeynglds's
Newspaper, argues that the Carsonites are irrecongil-
able. The Home Rule Bill should-he vassed as it.stands,
and the Government sheuld enforce the law againgt the
aristocrats who are plotting rebellion. . . .. .,

Mr. F. D. Acland, Under-secretaty for,. Foreign
Affairs, commenting in a speech at Acton on.the recent
debates, said he had never heard spoeches thaf were
more lacking in statesmanship, in sense of respongibility,
or in the feeling of human decency ;thap.that of Mr.
Bonar Law, leader of-the Oppesition., e Aadded that
the Government did not intend. that tUere should be
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‘any further modification of the Home Rule Bill, as it

would only lead to further demands. - 2
MR. CHURCHILL'S DECLARATION.

Mr. Churchill, speaking at Bradford on March 15,
said that only the ecffectifig of ad- -apreement on the
question would make it worth while for the Government
to recast the Tlome Rule Bill. ' The duty of the Union-
ists was clear. If they ‘did not like the  Act theymiist
agitate for a majoritv. ' If they -'Won"thei,t_-couldi amend
or repeal the law.  The Liberals ‘gonght “6o raltawt oid
hatreds in Ireland;, not b6 “create s nevwni-patés,
They “wanted to " 'give - the' henple: awbate thev
wished, " not to _Fforce’ u-;‘:_mt;'*’ i";hg‘.rn‘{;::-.-wir:at.n:.?&,gv
disliked. Mr. ‘Asquith’s offer ‘oni? prineiplddwaé; the: kst

_offer the Government could ‘or dught te make. iTf-the

Taries rejected that offer it could only be because they



