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On the Land -

GENERAL.
During November 14 acres of lucerne and 5 acres

of grass weore made into ensilage at the Moumahaki
Experimental Farm,

In the experiments to determine the influence of
manures on the feeding-value of pasture at the Rua-
kura Farm of Instruction the live-weight gains made in
November on the basic-slag area were suflicient to pay
for the cost of all manuring.

In 1911 the United Kingdom umported 23,097cwt
of honey. Of this, British West India Islands supplied
8370ewt, and the United States of America T000cwt.

The system’ of adding dry, pure erushed linseed
to the separated milk given to caives, aud the feeding
with crushed oats, has been continued at the Ruakura
Farm of Instruction this season, with the best results,
Scour has been almost entirely absent. :

The season that is drawing Lo a close is said to be
prebably the worst ever experienced by the small
farmers of the lutt Valley (says the New Zeatund
Zimesy. Blight has been rampant in the district, and
there is hardly a holding that has not suffered ilirough
the ravages of the pest. Farms that gave promise of
an abundant havvest of tomatoes and polatces were
practically laid waste by blight, in a night or two. lu
one instance a farmer who had planted four acres with
tomatoes, to the growth of which he paid special allen-
tion, sprayed the plants on a Saturday evening, and
on Monday morning discovercd the crop totally de-
stroyed and blackened as if swept by five.

In old days seeds were often tested by dropping a
few at a time into a bowl of water, their excellence or
the reverse being judged by the time which they took
to go to the bottom. If good, turnip, eabbage, or radish
seeds sink at once, cucumber, lemon, and endive re-
quiring more time. If beetroot seeds sprinkled lightly
into a cupful of warm water still float al the end of an
hour, it is a sign ihat they are not good.

At Addington last weel there was a very large
entry of store sheep, and rather smaller yardings of
fat sheep and fat lambs, and good entries in the other
departments. There was a very larpe attendance of
farmers, this being accounted for by the fact that they
are now hecoming free of Larvest work, Fat cattle
were rather easier.
keen demand. Lambs were firm at slightly better
average value, and fat sheep showed an advance. Pigs
were unchanged in prices. Fat lambs.—Tegs, 18s to
19s 6d: extra, 1o 21s 3d; average weights, 16s to 17s
9d ; light and unfinished, 15s to 15s 9d. Fat sheep.—
Prime wethers, 21s to 24s Gd: extra, to 28s; others,
19s Bd; extra, to 2Is 3d: average weights, 16s to 17s
ewes, 18s to 205 6d: medium, 155 6d to 17s 6d; aged
and light, 12s 5d {o 13s; merino ewes, 9s 6d. Fat
cattle.—Prices declined by about 1s per 100ib, the
current rate being 28s to 31s. Quotations are: Steers,
£7 15sto £11: extra, to £14 10s: heifers, £6 to £9 10s;
cows, £5 to £9 Ts &d. Pigs.—Choppers, £3 10s to
£6 10s: heavy baconers, £3 2s 8d to £3 17s 3d: lighter
baconers, £2 12s 6d to £3—price per 1b 53d to 5id:
heavy porkers, £2 Ts to £2 10s; lighter porkers, £2 to
£2 4s—nprice per 1b 6ld.

At Buraside last week the varding {174 head) of
fat cattle proved quite sufficient for requirements. The
bulk cousisted of cows and heifers and medium weight
steers, for which the demand was not very keen, and the
sale somewhat erratic. Prime quality bullocks of good
weight sold well under good competition. Test bullocks
brought from £13 te £15: medium, £11 10s to £12 10s;
light, £8 10s to £10 10s; best heifers, £8 10s to £9 15s;
medium, £6 10s to £7 10s; light and inferior, £5 to
£6. Fat sheep.—The yarding showed a considerable
falling off as compared with the previous week’s supply,
only 1412 being penned. There was a good demand
for both_ewes and wethers at an advance of fully 1s
pel: head on previous rates. Best wethers brought 24s

All classes of store sheep were in

to 27s 6d: extra, 1o 31s 6d ; medium weights, 21s 6d to
23s; light, 18s to 20s 6d: best ewes, 20s to 23s 3d;
medium, 17s to 18s 8d. ILambs —580 were penned,
of which the preater number were of medium quality.
Prime lambs sold at equal to previous week’s rates, but
medium and inferior were rather easier. Best lambs
brought from 18s to 19s 3d: medium, 16s to 17s 6d.
Pigs.—Only 37 fals were penned, and these met with
a good demand, prices ruling firm at previous week's
rates. On the other hand, stores were in slow
demand, and the varding, consisting of 115, sold at
a reduciion of 25 6d tu &s per head as compared with
recent values.

1IIOW TO OBTAIN TUHE BEST CROPS.

An average crop of hay extraects from the soil about
501b of nitrogen, an equal quantity of potash, and 13lb
of phosphoric acid. A question often asked is: Should
a dressing of nitrogen be applied to the land? As a
rule, probably not, or to quite a limited extent. The
clover which grows In the field and the bacteria which
ave active in meadow land may Dbe truited to collect
sufficient nitrogen out of the air to nourish not only
the clover bul the grasses, This is assuming that the
meadow contains a fair propovtion of clover; when
such is not the case and there is little clover, then a
dressing of nitrogen is advisable and very advantageous.
The two other plant foods, potash and phosphorie acid,
should he liberally applied to meadows, especially if
the field is poor in plant food. Kamnit is a good form
of potash, except in very heavy lands, and then sul-
phate of potash should be used. To obtain the bhest
erops the land should he well fed with potash until the
hay itself contains 20 per cent. of potash. An analysis
of the hay affords a good indication of its manurial
requirements.  Phosphate of lime is another constit-
ucnt which must be liberally applied if the best results
are to be obtained. Most old meadows are lacking in
phosphoric acid. The more phospheric acid and potash
is applied, up to a reasonable extent, the better quality
will be the hav, and the richer the resulting manure.
For meadows and paslures phosphate and potash are
the most important ingredients: in the same way Jor
cereals, nitrogen is the most necessary Wheat fields
hunger after nitrogen, and the man who allows his
crops to suffer for this constituent is not a good farmer,
because its application to the crops results in a good
profit. It may be reckoned that the application of
20lb of nitrogen—sayv, Hlewt. of pitrate of soda—will
increase the grain crop by 100lb.

In gencral, in order to obtain the biggest crop,
the following rules should be observed:

‘The soil must be thoroughly well tilled and main-
tained free foom weeds. .

The secd must be good and the variety suitable to
the locality. :

The soil must be so well supplied with phosphoric
acid and potagh that there is an ample available quan-
tity for the crop at every stage of growth.

The application of nitrogen must not be neglected.
It is Dbetter to applv two dressings of lewt each than
one big dressing of 2Zewt.

LIVER FUNCTION axp CONSTIPATION
DISORDERS.

Many people arrive home after a busy day weary
and done up, scramble into evening clothes, and imme-
diately sit down to the principal meal of the day. Then
they wonder why they are troubled so sorely with in-
digestion. The explanation is quite simple. When
tired, the muscles and nerves of the stomach will not
work efficiently——they are not in a fit condition—they,
are exhausted and inert, and want building up.

Sit down for a few minutes and take about half a
teaspoonful of DR. ENSOR’S TAMER JUICE. It
is a splendid tonic, and its actiom is immediate. Tt
makes your food do you goed. Try it, and you will be
seldom troubled with’ indigestion, constipation, liver
and kidney troubles. TAMER JUICE is procurable
from all chemists and stores.

H. LOUIS GALLIEN

VETERINARY CHEMIST. "Phone 2028.
Any animal medicine dispensed.
NORTH-EAST VALLEY, DUNEDIN,



