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sometimes 'an animal or a monster. Usually the
water ‘is made to 1pass through the open mouth,
but sometimes it f passes from a pipe ’

concealed
below. ” Occasionally the figures appear to ,he
caricatures of particular persons or bodies of men;
but almost always, as we have said, they are gro-
tesque.’ In other words, the carved gargoyles had
their origin merely in the love of ornament and
artistic exuberance of the medieval architects.

Diocesan News
-"- ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON

(From our own correspondent.)
February 21.

A. meeting for the purpose of starting a Ladies'
Club was held last Sundayr evening, under the presi-
dency of the Ve'n. Archdeacon Devoy, S.M., at St.
Anno's Hall.

The lady stallholders at the forthcoming St.
Joseph's Bazaar will commence a series of 'euchre par-
ties on Tuesday next, in order to raise funds for fur-
nishing the stalls. "

Mr. George Girling-Butcher, secretary and) or-
ganiser of the N.Z. Catholic Federation, left by the
Main Trunk express to-day for Auckland, to conclude
his itinerary in that diocese.

The Very Rev. Dean Regnault, S.M., will, in
conjunction with Bro. J. J. L. Burke, represent St.
Patrick's branch of the H.A.C.B. Society at the con-
ference of the society to be held.in Auckland on Wed-
nesday next.

The many friends of the Rev. Brother Virgilius,
of Auckland and late of Wellington, will be pleased to
learn that he is recovering from the recent serious
operation which he underwent at Auckland. He is
at present in Wellington for a change, before again
taking up his d\ities at Auckland.

The following ladies and gentlemen have been
secured for the St. Patrick's Night concert :—Miss Ida
B. Moran, a mezzo-soprano lately come from Sydney;
Miss Agnes Segrief, a local favorite ; Mr. J. McGrath,
the Dunedin baritone; Mr. L. O. Hooker, the Hawera
tenor; Master Ben O'Brien, the talented violinist; and
other leading local talent.

St. Patrick's Day will be well celebrated this
year. In addition to the usual city celebrations at
Newtown Park and the Town Hall, the Hutt and Pe-
tone branches of the H.A.C.B. Society have combined
for the purpose of holding an amateur sports meeting
at the Recreation Grounds, Lower Hutt, and a social

. at Petone in the evening. . The residents of Rona Bay
will also hold their usual Irish concert. ,

•

The Invercargill Hibernian Band, which has made
itself famous by its, performance at the Auckland Ex-
hibition, arrived on Monday evening, and departed on
Tuesday. On Monday evening, as many of the local
Hibernians as could be got together at short notice,
rallied around the champions and entertained them at
an impromptu supper. Bandmaster Wills has been the
recipient of scores of congratulatory • messages from
all over, the Dominion on the excellent performance of
his. band. .-, ;y •. ' -;;. fc/; ' : '.•

;• : ; ■••..' .;... ~.'•.■.-•„.:.'..•;-..■ .
•■•"■ i - A meeting of the "St. Vincent V de Paul Society,

under the presidency of Bro. B. Ellis, was held in St.
Patrick's- Hall last Sunday afternoon ; there was. a fair
attendance. The principal business transacted- was the
reconstruction of St. Patrick's Seamen's Conference,
which of late has -not had sufficient active members to
cope with the volume of work handled by this important
and very necessary-branch of the society. " Several new
members were proposed, and v the officers es would be
pleased to receive Ifurther applications from young men

§ willing to undertake the work. It was decided to
have a paper prepared dealing >with the works ijof the

- conference, showing what has been 1 done in: the past,

and.what it is proposed to do in the future. , The Very
Rev. Dean Regnault, S.M., who was present, promised
to devote one of the services at the forthcoming mission
by the Marist Fathers in St. Mary of ; the Angels'
Church, to the seamen in port on that occasion. ~• As
a result of this meeting it is expected that a fresh
impetus will be given to the work.. :

'', : ;:t
The members of the Wellington Catholic Club

assembled in force at the club rooms on Friday night,
the occasion being a farewell to Mr. James Ward, (the
club's late secretary), who is about to be transferred
to Taumarunui. Mr. J. L. Leydon presided, and ex-
pressed the keen sense of regret felt by members at the
departure of their guest. He referred to the thorough
and self-sacrificing manner in which Mr. Ward had
carried out his duties as secretary. His work would
always be remembered by the Catholics of Wellington.
He asked the guest of the evening to accept a case of
pipes from the members of the club, as a small token
of their appreciation of his services. Mr. G. Dee, the
oldest executive officer of the club, Mr. M. Walsh, on
behalf of the H.A.C.B. Society, and Mr. C. Gamble
(Mr. Ward's successor as secretary) added their
tributes to the work of their guest. -i

In reply, Mr. Ward thanked those present for their
gift. He had had considerable experience of Catholic
clubs in various places, but considered that the Wel-
lington members were hard to beat. He, however,
urged upon them to make a renewed effort to place
their club well in the foreground of Catholic organisa-
tions, He recognised that his departure meant the loss
to him of many friends, but he would always cherish
the memory of his connection with the Wellington
Catholic young men. ' '■.. ;,

An impromptu programme of music, song, and
story was gone through, and revealed the fact that the
club possesses a good Seal oT talent of no mean order.

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH
(From our own correspondent.).

February 23.
His Lordship the Bishop and .' Very Rev. Chan-

cellor Price, Adm., were among the invited guests at a
garden party given by his Excellency the Governor and
Lady Liverpool, at Elmwood, the temporary Vice-regalresidence, on Saturday last. -

The Theatre Royal has been engaged for the St.
Patrick's Day celebration, which, as in previous years,
will take the form of a grand national concert: The
event is being promoted to assist the Nursing Sisters
of the Little Company of Mary to establish them-
selves in Christchurch ; and as the initial expense of
this important diocesan undertaking is considerable,
our people are relied upon to < make the celebration an
outstanding financial success. Ladies of the Cathedral
and St. Mary's congregations, the Hibernian Society;
and other patriotic helpers, have the sale, of tickets in
hand; and they trust that the cause will receive the
support it undoubtedly deserves. The programme will
prove everything, to be desired and as all those par-
ticipating , are generously giving their

_ services, a
crowded house is expected, as the best compliment we
can pay them, and the only reward they seek.

Quite one of the events of the week in Christchurch,
was the , arrival of i the Invercargill Hibernian Band,
after their.; successful performances at the Auckland
contest. From the Railway Station through the city
to their hotel, -the band played a march, in : fine style,
a large, crowd lining the sidewalk and. following the
performers. - In the evening , the band , gave over , an
hour's performance in the Rotunda, ; Victoria Square,
in the presence of a very, large crowd. The 'splendid
playing . of the band was exceedingly ■, enjoyable, and
favorably^epmmented, ; upon;; upon; ; all sides. % At an
interval, the Mayor (Mr. ; H. !, Holland) formally , wel-
comed the. band on behalf ; of the citizens, complimented
them on their artistic and spirited playing, and warmly
thanked them for the undoubtedtreat they,had afforded
the large concourse '. of listeners. Mr. ,Holland also con-


