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NEW ZEALAND TABLET . 3r

- Timaru

(From our ¢wn correspondent.)
February 16.

The local press recently commented favorably on
the manner in which Master G. O'Meeghan carried out
his duties as assistant organist at the Sacred IMeart
Church during the temporary absenve of the organist,
Miss E. Deunchy, A.T.C.L.

Miss Zita C. Venning, yvoungest daughter of Mr,
and Mrs, J. Venuning, Timaru, received notice from
the Royal College of Music, London, last week, that
she has secured the * Vietor Ilarris Gold Medal’ for
the highest marks obtained in the Deminion for violin
plaving in 1913,

General pleasure is evineed in Timaru at the local
Band having seenred the championship in the A Grade
division at the Auckland Band Contest. The Cathelic
contingent in the Band Is very strong, and the seere-
tary, Mr. J. McKennah, whe is responsible for the
srganising and finances, is also the bass soloist of the
lecal choir. By & peculiar coincidence, the Tuvercargill
{libernians, on their way north, hroke their journey
at Timaru, fraternmised with the local bandsmen, and
both combinations, champions each in its own grade,
went north to victory together.

Myr. Garrett Fitzgerald, cx-deteciive, passed peace-
fully away on Tuesday last in his Blst year. The de-
ceased was a sterling Catholie, and a much-respected
and highly successiul member of the detective force for
many vears, Through failing Lealth he was super-
aunuated some vears ago, since when lhe has occupied
sevoral semi-public pesitions. The deceased was much
esteemed by all with whom he came In contact, and
beiug of a kindlv, sympathetic nature, he did many
acts of kindness, and put many an erring one on the
right track, unknown to the world.  1lis funeral on
Thursday was largely atltended, the Justice Department
being represented by Sub-Tnspector Cruickshank, De-
tective Fahliey, Senior Sergeant King, Sergeant Craw-
ford, cx-Sergeant Gilbert (Dunedin), and Sergeant
Fitzgerald (Wellington}, a brather of the deceased.
There were also present the Mavor, Mr. W. Angland,
the Borough Councillors, and a good muster of Tliber-
nians. Tlhe Rev. Fatlier Smyth officiated at the grave-
side. The funeral was an impressive one, and was
largely allended, considering the manv important func-
tions lheld ou the same afternoon. —R.T.P.

Wanganui

{From our own correspondent.)

Bro. P. J. Dayle, whe was recently laid np with
appendicitis, is now ahout again.

On account of Bro. . Dwyer, one of the delegates
to the district meeting at Awuckland on the 25th in-
stant, having imporiant business to attend to in Well-
ington in connection with the Railway Department.
Bro. ;. Morgan was appointed in his stead.

Tlie Tortnightly mecting of the Iibernian Society
was Leld last Tuesday evening, and a fair number of
members were present. Bro. Laverv, of Auck]gnd,
and Bro. Stratford, tremsurer of the St. Aloysius’s
brancl:, Wellington, are at present in _W'a.ngamu. The
former was present at the above meeting.

Although ithe weather conditions were anything but
pood, still, Sunday, December 14, saw t.l'fe usual g.ood
muster for TIoly Mass at the pretty little up-river
village, Makirikiri. The Very Rev. Dean IHoley,
8§ M., was the celebrant, and at the conclusion of M_ass
ho presented the prizes for the first time in connection
with the Sundav school conducted by the Brothers of
the Aramoho Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul
Society, In all, some 16 pupils were the happier by
the usual thonghtfuluess of the society. Following the
presentation of prizes, the Very Rev. Dean impressed
on the minds-of the voung scholars the importance of
continuing in earnest the new and important field of

study that they had now entered on. It would not be
out of place to mention ihat at least five of the chil-
dren attending, travel a distance of seven miles in order
to be present at the class on Sunday afterncons.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

INTERVIEW WITH ARCHBISHOP O'SHEA.

While in  Christchurch, his Grace Archbishop
(’Shea was interviewed by a representative of the
Lyttelton Tintes, and expressed the following views on
the education question:—

As regards religious education, he said, the Catholie
Chureh had made great sacrifices to supply this want
te the members of its Church. lle was not opposed to
a national system of religious education, which he
thought would be satisfactory to all sections of the
community, whether Catholics, Protestants, or others.
He would like to sce such a system working. The pre
sent system of education was not a national one in that
it did not satisfy every section of the people. At pre-
sent there was evidence that the Bible-in-schools move-
ment would not satisfy everybody. Catholics, and even
a large number of people outside the Chureh, would not
have their requirements met. Such a proposal, while

satisfactory to one section, would inflict a further in-

justice upon Catholies and agnestics in the public
schools. |

The Archbishop said that he had met a large num-
ber of fair-minded people, who were net Catholies and
wlio believed that the only means of religious education
was by way of a national systesn. In countries such as
England, Germany, and Belgium, whose people always
took a lead in many things, there were national systems
of education which were eutirely satisfactory to every
section of the people.  This system simply provided
schools for each religious sect—Catholic schools for
Catholics, Protestant schools for Protestants, and in
districts where there was a mixed population mixed
schools were provided. In Gormany, for iustance, this
worked particularly well, for 1n that country there were
Catholie districts and Protestant districts. )

If the people would meet in a conciliatory spirit,
he went on, Lhe was sure that a satisfactory solution of
the present unrest as far as educational matters are
concerned, could be devised, whereby everybody would
gain.

To his mind, it would be a mark of true statesman-
ship if some of the political leaders in the Dominion
were to take the subject up and bring about such a
system. TIf all, under this system, weve treated alike,
it would bring as a result a good feeling amongst the
whole of the community.

Another” important factor in education, the Arch-
bishop said, was to educale the young people to be
worthy citizens. No educatien could be a correct one
whieh had regardsonly for the intellectual being. To
be a complete system, it must train the moral faculties
as well, and only in that way could the young people
be trained to be good men and women. In that way,
ton, a mational spirit would be built up, and in his
opinien the people of the Dominion could not have this
national spirit witheut religion being taught in the
schools. '

It takes the constant labor of 60,000 nersons to
make maiches for the world.

Boston’s new custom house will be 505 feet high,
and has been designed to virtually crown the-city's
pyramidal sky line.

At the end of September the population of Buenos
Aires was 1,457,885, an increase of 64,085 for the
twelvemonth. The only cities in the United States out-
tanking it in population are New York, Chicago, and
Philadelphia. The municipal statistics of the Argentine
capital for September give 1,101 marriages, 4386 births,
and 1975 deaths. - : .



