
One of the problems grappled with by the Bakers'Conference held in Auckland was the underselling by
certain employers— particularly the small employer who
put 18 hours' daily work intohis own business and thusdoes as much as two men paid by another employer. To
check underselling, the Conference decided to ask the
Government to appoint a Board to fix the minimum
price of bread, and to make it illegal for anyone to
sell below that price. If the Government will not accept
the suggestion the executive committee of the Associa-
tion will carry it into effect. To ensure certainty of
masters getting qualified men, it is proposed to insti-
tute a register containing the names of all known com-
petent bakers. To provide agains£~bad debts, the Con-
ference agreed that bread should be delivered at the
same price as is charged over the counter, but an extra
penny per 4ft loaf will be charged on accounts of over a
month's standing.

The spring season of 1903 (says the 'Otago Daily
Times ') will be memorableas being the best experienced
in this part of the Colony for many years, and as being
in marked contrast to the weather which generally pre-
vails at that time of the year. With almost unfailing
regularity for a number of years the weather during
spring has been cold and boisterous, and very severe on
vegetation of every description, and even wjhen the early
part of the season was favorable late frosts, heavy
rains or gales of wind have done a great deal to shat-
ter the hopes of a good season, these conditions
have, however, been remarkable for their absence
this season, and if the summer weather is good
the settlers^ should be rewarded with bountiful
crops. Mr. J. C. Blackmore, Government pomolo-
gist, who has received reports from all parts of the
South Island, states that the indicationsof a very boun-
tiful yield of fruit are extremely bright. The weather
in all the districts reported upon byMr. Blackmore has
up to the present been most favorable to the free setting
of blossoms on the fruit trees, being warm and dry,
with an absence of frosts and high winds. Unless frosts
intervene— an unlikely happening at this late stage of the
year— a record crop of all fruits may be expected, espec-
ially in the coastal districts, where the almost continu-
ous rainfall has of late years beenunfavorableto the free
setting of the fruit. Mr. Blackmore is in hopes that the
surplus yield this season will lead to the establishment
of several canning and presevering, factories. The depart-
ment has been endeavoring to so increase the output to
such an extent that the canning industry can be started
and developed on sound commercial lines.

OBITUARY

MR. JOHN McMULLIN
On Tuesday of last week the sad intelligence was re-

ceived in Dunedin of the death at Propaganda College,
Rome, of Mr. John McMullin, whose parents reside at
Arthur's Point, Queenstown. The deceased, who was a
most talented, promising, and amiable young man, stud-
ied for some time at Holy Cross College, Mosgiel, and
left for Rome a little over two years ago. Hemorrhage
of the lungs brought about the complaint which was the
immediatecause of his early and lamented death. The
authorities at Propaganda College did everything for him
that medical science could suggest, but without avail,
and he passed away, to the great sorrow of his fellow-
students, by whom he was highly esteemed. To his re-
latives fri their bereavement we extend our most sincere
sympathy.

—
R.I.P.

The musical supplement issued with the 'Triad
'

for
the current month is in itself well worth the price of
this popular monthly.

The current iss\ie of the 'Recorder,' the organ of the
Government Insurance Department, just to hand, con-
tains a godd deal of matter of interest to those about
to insure their lives. The illustrations are very good.

There are now ,1141 telegraph offices open in New
Zealand— an increase of 127 since this time last year.
There are 502 money order offices— an increase of 11—
and 487 savings banks— an increase of 10.

The Mangaweka viaduct is on the verge of comple-
tion. The viaduct is 950ft long and 175ft above ground
at the higjhest part. Arrangements are well in hand for
pushing on with the railway towards Taihape.

In a recent letter our Auckland correspondentattri-
buted the entire credit of collecting the amount neces-
sary for the purchase of the motor car, to be presented
to Bishop Lenihan, to Rev. Father Patterson. We are
informed that a portion of the credit is due to Mr. A.
Kohn, who acted conjointly with Father Patterson in
the work.

At the last meeting of the Ashburton Catholic Lite-
rary Society an entertainment was held, when vocal
items were contributed by Messrs. M. O'Connor (2), and
T. Brophy ; recitations by Messrs. F. K. Cooper and
J. J. Moriarty ;readings by Messrs. T. Stephens and
T. Adam ; and Mr. W. Soal related some interesting
experiences of a shearing shed.

On Sunday, October 4 (says the ' Thames Star '),
at St. Francis's Ohurch, the children celebrated the re-
newal of their baptismal vows in the presence of a
large congregation. The Right R^v. Mgr. O'Reilly prea-
ched an eloquent and impressive address to the little
ones, after which one of the number read the vows.
Special music was rendered for this occasion by the
choir, which was very much appreciated by the congre-
gation.

The rainfall in Wellington during the past month
has been the smallest since October, 1894, when little
less than half an inch was registered. During the past
31 days there was rain om seven days, but only light
showers fell, the total fall being barely three-quarters
of an inch. Owing to the extremely dry season a majo-
rity of tihe people on the high levels round the city
dependent on tanks are experiencing a water famine.

It is pleasing to note (writes our Wellington corres-
pondent) that four members of the Catholic Young
Men's Club, Messrs. J. Eccletan, W. Perry, H. O'Leary,
and E. Fitzgibbon were Successful in the recent term
examinations at the Victoria University College. Mr.
Ecclet'om and Mr. O'Leary passed in Latin, mental
science, jurisprudence, and constitutional history, the
first named doing well in mental science. Messrs. Perry
and Fitzgibbon passed in Latin, English, jurisprudence,
and constitutional history. Mr. Fitzgibbon secured the
coveted honor of three first class pasises.

The entries for the Canterbury metropolitan show
next week constitute a new record for the Association,
there being about 20 more entries for stock than at the
Jubilee show three years ago, while there is a very
large inarease in implements, machinery, tents, etc. In
stiock, the principal increase is in horses and cattle, the
former being over 100 more than last year. Sheep show
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Port Chalmers, on Friday evening, the performance be-
ing in aid of, the local convent building fund. The prin-
cipal solos were capitally rendered by Misses Poppel-well, Staunton, Davis, Hannigan, O'Grady, and Tres-
tion. The minor parts wore nicely performed by the
Misses Clancy, Treston, Hanrahan, and others. Refresh-
ments were kindly provided by the Port ladies.

The Very Rev. Dean Light'heart, Superior of the
Maori mission, preached in tine Church of the Immacu-
late Conception, Milton, on Sunday week. He celebrated
the 11 o'clock Mass at St. Patrick's Basilica, SouthDunedin, on last Sunday, and preached in the evening to
a crowded congregation, who were greatly interested in
his account of the Maori mission. On the following two
days he addressed the school children, and gave a very
interesting account of native life and customs, his re-
marks being greatly enjoyed by the youngsters. The
Dean is now on his way north artd expects to reach Ro-
torua in about a fortnight. He desires through the med-
ium of our columns to express his heartfelt thanks to
the hierarchy and clergy, the religious communities, and
the laity of New Zealand for the generous support which
they have extended to his work among the Maori popu-
Jation of the diocese of Auckland.

NEW ZEALAND: GENERAL

a falling-off of 100 entries, including entries' from severalprominent merino breeders in the south, whose flockshave probably been affected by the big snowstorm inJuly.
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MAKE NO MISTAKE!— You may fancy a cough \m a
trivial affair, but unless you take precautions you will
find it rapidly develop into something very serious. Take
warning, therefore, and at the first symptom of trouble
try TUSSICURA, which everyone who has once taken it
acknowledges to be the only certain remedy for com-
plaints of the Throat and Lunps. There will be no «!!tn-
culty In obtaining it, as all Chemists and Storekeepers
keep TUSSICURA, and you should (insist on ha\in«
that and nothing else.

— ***
A further list of subscriptions to the Sacred Heart

School (North East Valley) building fund appears in
this issue...

The Sisters of the Mission, Ashburton, acknowledge
the receipt of blocks and remittances in connection with
their art union...

Rev. Father Goggan, Leeston, requires the services
of a respectable Catholic b0y....

»Y AT."MASSEY-HARRIS BICYCLE.
DEY & STOKES, Agents,121aGeorge St., Dunedin.


