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Scholarships.

Two Scholarships of the yearly value of £25 each, tenable for
four years, and two Bcholarships of the yearly value of £25 each,
tenable for two years, will be offered for Competition in Decemhar,
1908, These Bcholarehips are aopen to all Catholic Boys attending
the Parochial Schools of the Colony.

WELLINGTON.

ST.

CONDITIONS.

1, Qandidates for Bcholarships tenable for four years must be
under the age of fourteen on the 1st day of January, 1904,

2. Candidates for Scholarships tenable for two years must be
under the age of sixteen on the lat day of January, 1904,

8. Applioation te be examined should be forwarded to tha
Rector before the tenth day of November, 1903 ; such application
to contain {a) a letter of recommendation from the Parigsh Priest ;
(®) a certificate of date of birth ; {¢) an entrance fee of 10s,

4, The examination will be condusted in writing, and will be
held esarly in December, 1903, at centres to suit the general conveni-
ence of candidates.

B. Candidates will be examined in (a) The New Zealand
Catechism, No, 2; (b) the follewing subjects of the Sixth Stan-
dard, Board of Education i~ Writing, Spelling, Compoeition, Gram-
mar, Geography. and Arithmetic.

6. The Scholarships will be allotted in the order of merit to
those candidates who obtained the highest aggregats of marks.

7. A Scholarship will be forfeited unless the successful candi-
date shall bave lodged the sum of £20 with the College Procurator
on or before the first day of February in each year of tenure, and
unlees he shall be present in the College on the first day of each
sersion,

8. Bhounld the diligence or conduct of any scholar prove un.
satisfactory, the Rector is empowered to declsre hia Scholarship
vacant,

9. In =l} gyuestions concerning the obtaining or holding of
Beholarships, the decision of the Rector shall be finul,

10, Al Scholare muat provide a full outfit according ta College

Prospeotus,
ATGUSTINE KEOGH, 8., B.A,,
8t. Patrick’s, Wellington, RECTOR,
Ist Uctober, 1903,

DEATH

O'LBARY —At his residence, Tua Marina, on the 9th
ingt., John (FLeary, alter a painful 1illness, aged 60
years.—R.LP.

To promotethe cause of Religion and Justice by the ways
of Truth and Peace)
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THE ASCENDENCY SPIRIT

&
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ARKUSH says in Disraeli's ¢ Tancred ' : ¢ Iie
who serves queens may expect backsheesh.’
A lurbhulent Irish secret society—ihose of the
saffron sash and the July madness—made
abundant backsheesh the condition of faithful
service to their lawlul Sovereign. They were
not content 1o ' ewxpect backsheesh '—they
demanded it in i1he midst of rough-and tumble
initiation ceremonies as a condition previous

ta service. Their oatk of allegiance was, in express

terms, conditional, and, therefore, illegal. They bound

P
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themselves to support their King and his successors only
‘50 long as he and they will maintain the Protestant
ascendency.” And by ‘ Protestant ascendency’ they
meant ‘ a Protestant King of Ireland, a Protestant Par-
liament, a Protestant hierarchy, Protestant electors
and government ; the benches of justice, the army and
the revenue, through all their branches and details, Pro-
testant.’ In other wonds, their conditions of allegiance
demanded a strict amd perpetual monopoly of place,
power, and pell for themselves and their co-religionists,
and the operation of the penal laws against Catholics
and Dissenters—who were over five-sixths of the popula-
jion—until the crack o' doom. Through the pressure of
the British Parliament this illegal and treasonable oath
was at length and with sore unwillingness abandoned by
the Yellow Agony. But to this hour the safiron breth-
ren bind themselves by an oath to exclude Catholics, as
far as lies in their power, from every office of honor and
emolument in the gift of the State or of the people, and
in effect, to do what in theru lies to restore the vanished
days of the Orange ascendency.
[ ]

Laws may be turned out of Parliament as fast as
rocking-chairs out of a steam furmiture factory, Butl in-
grained social customs are not legislated away by royal
assent or Act of Parliament, especially when they bave
grown by long use into the structure of the nation’s
life. In Cowper’s hackpeyed words,

1

* Such dupes are men to custom and so prone
To reverence what is ancient, and can plead
A course of long obhservance for its use,
That. even servitude, the worst of ills,
Because delivered down from sire to son,

Is kept and guarded as a2 sacred thing |’

The Catholic Emancipation Act was passed in 1828. It
took nearly two generations to get it into even partial
operation. The legalised princinle of equal rights to all
Irishmen, irrespective of creed, is still, s0 far as pro-
motion in the Civil Service is concerned, a legal fiction.
And in the great Orange headquarters of Belfast and
Derry, Catholics are, to all intents and purposes, placed
by the operation of a violent and disloyal secret or-
ganisation outside the bemefits of the Fmancipation Act.
Long after the fiction of legal equality had been created
by that great measure, public appointments of every kind
continued, as before, to be the monopoly of the favored
creed. To this hour the positions o! ease, of command,
of high emolument in the Civil Service are almost altc-
gether closed agaimst drish Catholics in  their native
land, and are kept as sirict preserves for the enjoyment
of which ‘ no Papist need apply.’ The evil tradition in-
fects even great public companies fo an amazing degree.
In the Great Southern and Western Railway, for in-
stance,, *tihe head manager, the secretary, the chief
auditors, the engineers, the cashier, the general superin-
tendent, five out of six of the district superintendenmts,
all the chief clerks, with three-fourths of their stafis in
the Dublin offices, and more than 75 per cent. of the
first, second, and third class stationmasters are all non-
Catholics.’ Members of the proscribed creed hold only
some Lwo out of the forty-seven highest offices in the Com-
pany. An even more scandalous condition of things ex-
15ts 1n the Midland Great Western Railway. The boycott
of Catholics by this monopolist corporation is oppen,
systematic, lhorough-going, amd undisguised. ¢ During
all the years that this Company has beea in existence,’
said a prominent shareholder at the recent hall-yearly
meeling, ‘ the proportion of Catholics to non-Catholics
in the varions grades of the service has been, roughiy
speaking, as one to a hundred.” This was not denied, but
the meeling witnessed ihe strange spectacle of an An-
glhican Church dignitary wrathfully defending this dis-
graceful survival of the rancorous spirit of sectarian as-
cendency ! The venemous and decrepit thing is stumbling
along a rugeed road to the grave. But it keeps the
undertaker wailing a weary time.
*

The remedy proposed, and just now in part conceded,

for .those erying scandals is the introduction of competi-
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