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HIBERNIAN SOCIETY,
CHRISTCHURCH
—————

(From our own correspondent.)
October 3.

In the Hibernian Hall, Barbadoes street, on last
Tuesday evening, there was a large gathering of mem-
bers of the St. Patrick's Branch of the Hibernian So-
ciety to do honor to the Hon. W. Beehan, M.L.C., and
district, president, on the occasian of his visit to Christ-
church. Among tnose present were the Very Rev Vicar-
General, Very Rev. Dean Foley, Rev. Fathers Cooney
(Lyttelton), Richards (Lincoln), McDonnell, and O'Con-
nell. Other branches were represented by Bro. Flannag-
ban (Timaru), Bro. Power (Dunedin), Rev. Father
Richards (chaplain, New Headford), and Rev. Father
O'Connell (Waimate). The Christchurch Catholic Club
was represented by Rev. Father McDonnell. Apologies
were received from his Lordship Bishop Grimes, who was
engaged in North Canterbury, and in a letter regretiing
his unavcidable absence warmly commended the Society
for the welcome they were extending to their district
president, froro the Hev. Fathers Marnane and Gallais,
Rev. Dr. Xennedy (Akaroa), P,P. Bro. P. Burke, then at
Hanmer springs, owing to ill-health, and several others.

Bro. F. J. Doclan (President) thanked the clergy for
their presence, and relerred in sympathelic terms to the
cause which prevented the atténdance of Bro. P. Burke,
who always took a great interest in the branch's
welfare, On the president’s right were seated the Very
Rev. Vicar-General, Rev. Father Richards, P.P. Bro. T.
O’Connell, P.P. Bro. Packer, and P.P. Bro. Rev. Father
J. 0'Connell, and on the left the guest of the occasfon,
D.Y. Hon. W. Beehan, M.L.C., P.P. Bro. G. J. Sellars
(secretary), Very Rev. Dean Foley, and Rev. FPFather
Cooney.

Alter the well-laid dinner was partaken of a fairly
extensive toast list was gone through, commencing with
that of his Holiness the Pope. In proposing the health
-of the King, Bre. J. R. Hayward referred to the recent

visit of his Majesty to the late FPope, the
first British momarch to do so for several
cerrturies, a stnkimg proof of his regard  for
those of +the Catholwe [faith. This was again

exemplified by vistting Maynooth, the seat of Catholic
learning in Ireland. He undoubtedly held the Irish race
in love and esteem, appreciated at its proper value the
people’s lovalty in peace and war, and exhibited whole-
hearted sympathy with rich and poor alike.

P.P. Bro. A. J. Malley ptoposed the health ol his
Lordship the Bishop, and sald that Bishop Grimes held
the respect ol every citizen, Catholic and non-Catholic
alike, and the goodwlill ol all classes. His eforts in
regard to the Cathedral building were well known and
appreciated, and all trusted that his health and strength
would endure, whilst the stately edifice when completed
would be an enduring monument to his great zeal.

The Very Rev Vicar-General replied on behalf of the
Bishop who, had circumstances permitted, wouid Thave
been very pleased to he present and rejciced at the
gathering. He was gratefu]l to the proposer for the en-
comium on the Bishop's efforts to promote our interests
and for the assurance of the kindly feelings existing be-
tween Catholics and non-Catholics. It was characteris-
tic of hishops and priests everywhere fo take a lively
interest in their people. The H.A.C.B.S. was worthy of
their sympathy. His own knowledge of the members
gained in Tasmania, Sydney, Goulburn, Maitland, and
New Zealand proved that they were a credit to the lo-
cality and to the various congregations. They were
hnown to co-operate in all good works, and in  Christ-
church would always secure his hearty support.

The Very Rev. Dean Foley said that 30 years ago in
Sydney he was Identified with the branch in St. Pai-
rick’s, from which he was still proud fo hear reporis of
success. Whatever he (the*Dean) had done for them was
due simply to a sense of duty. It was the pleasure of
every priest to promote the interest, spiritual and tem-
poral, of his flock, and he personally would never fail
to assist.

The Rev. Father O'Connell said the work of the So-
ciety was essentially that of laymen, although the clergy
were ever willing to co-operate. He held that Iriendly
societies were the greatest institutions ol the age, and
while Catholics were united in their own ranks, he would
pledge himsell to always work for Hibernianism, here or
elsewhere.

The Rev. Fathers Richards, McDannell, and Cooney
also spoke in praise of the good work being done by the
Hibernian Society. .

The toast of * Our Guest ' was proposed by the presi-
dent, Bro. Doolan, a subject to which he felt sure he
could not do justice. He tendered congratulations to
Bro. the Hon. Mr. Beehan for the distinction conferred
upon him, and warmly thanked him for a ready accept-
ance of their invitation to be present that evening, a
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time ihconvenient to him (Mr. Beehan), but most suit-
able to the branch. The speaker referred to Bro. Bee-
han's efforts on behalf of Hibernignism, and in conclu-
sion oﬁegred, on behalf o! the branch, their sincere con-
gratulations in recognition of loyal services to his adopt-
ed country,

Bro. Beehan, in responding, said he did not know how
to thank them for their reception, whether he deserved
all the kind things said of him was not for him to judege,
this much, however, he would always strive to do his
duty to State and people. He was before them in a dual
capacily, lbat of politician and 1libermian. Iile gave a
concise history of the Liberal party and his connection
with 1t, and strongly advocaled settlement on the land,
and urged young men to take an intelligent interest in
politics, and especially in the land guestion, all else was
but an auxiliary to the public welfare. There were im-
mense possibilities for the dairying, fruit canning, fish-
eries, amd other interests, but for successful exploita-
tion co-operation and combination were essential ; with
these a great future was undoubtedly to be atiained.
In Parliament he would do his best t¢ ensure the coun-
try’s progperity, and would vote conscientiously on all
matters.

In proposing the H.A.C.B.S., Bro. Sellars gave some
interesting statistics of the Society, which in Australia
lo-day was vasily different to 10 years ago, and enlarged
upon the advantages recently gained by mutual accept-
ance of members by the American Order of Hibernians
and the Amsiralasian branches of their own Society.

Bro. Beehan said it was 33 years sinee the Society
was established i Awstralia, and at the present time
there were m Victoria 98 branches, New zealand 26
(which ought to be double), New South Wales 79 (with
ahout 10 more since the last hiennial conference, Bris-
bane arohdiccese 33, Rockhampton diocese 12, South Aus-
tralia 44, West Australia 13, and Tasmania 12, which,
after all, was nothing in comparion to the thousands and
thousands of the Brotherhood in America. A strange
thing was going to happen, however, for they were ar-
ranging to establish the H.A.C.B.S. in Ireland.

During the evening instrumental and vocal items were
rendered as follows :—Song, Bro. J. Hynes ; cornet solo,
Bro MeGrath ; song, Bro I}, Iidmonds; recitation, Bro.
Shannon ; Mr. Flemming, organist at St. Mary’s, provid-
ed the accompaniments.

At the conclusion the ' National Anthem ' was sung
by all present, and at the express desire of the distriet
president three ringing cheers were given for his Majesty
the King, and one more for the Queen.

OBITUARY

v

MRS. BLANEY, SOUTH DUNLEDIN.

On Menday afternoon there passed to her eternal re-
ward a highly-esteemed r1esident of Dunedin, and a
staunch and practical member of the Cathohc commun-
ity 1 the person of Mrs. Blaney, wife of Captain John
Blaney, of Anderson’s Bay road, South Dunedin. The
deceased lady was born 1n Dublin, but went to reside
with her parents in Manchester at an early age. Her
father, Mr. Francis Flanagan, with his family, came out
1o New Zealand in 1865, and was for many years a resi-
dent of this city, where he was greatly respected. The
deccased lady marrred Captarn Blaney ahout 35 years
ago, and had been ever since a resrdent of this city and
South Dunedin, where her kindly and charitable disposi-
1ion had endeared her to a iarge circle of friends. 1In
addition to her sorrowing husband there are leit to
mourn the loss of a devoted mother three daughters—
Mrs. Irvine (who left recently for England with her hus-
band, Camtain Irvine), Mrs. Costelioe, and Mrs. J. J.
Connor, jun., of Dunedin. The late Mrs. Blaney bad been
m ndifferent health for the past 12 months, but 1t was
only within the past few weeks that her illness bhecame
really serious. The Rev. Father Coffiey administered all
the consolations of the Church to the deceased in her
last hours, and she died a happy and most edifying
death. On Wednesday morning a Solemn Requiem Mass
was celebrated for the repose of her soul in St. Pat-
rick's Basilica, Soulh Dunedin. FHis Lordship Bishop
Verdon was celebrant, Rev. Father Munphy assistant
nriest, Rev. TFather Cofley deacon, and Rev. Father
Buckley subdeacon. The funeral took place in the after-
noon, ihe interment taking place in the Southern 1(3165111;11?-
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tary. His Lordship the Bishop officiated _

graz*cside, assisted by the Very Rev Father (O'Neill,
of  BMilten, and the clergy  of Dunedin.  The
very large number of mourners present was

evidence of the high esteem in which the deceased was
Leld by the communitv. To Captain Blaney and his
family we tender our sincere sympathy in the loss which
they have sustained.—R.I.P.
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