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CONVENT OF MERCY, WESTPORT

OPENING CEREMONIES

i
(From our own correspondent.)

On September 24, the feast of Our Lady of Mercy,
the splendid convent of the Sisters of Mercy was solemn-
ly blessed and opened by his Grace Archbishop Redwood,
assisted by the following clergy : The Ven,  Archpriest
Walshe (Westport), the Very Hev. Dean Carew (Grey-
mouth), and the Rev. Fathers Hickson (Reefton), M‘Don-
nell (Abaura}, and Malloy (Westport). Favored by a
gloriously  bright sunny day, the impressive ceremony
was performed under the most favorable auspices.

The solemn ceremonies commenced at 3 p.m. at St.
Canice's Church, which was crowded to its utmost cap-
acity.

Atter the choir, under the conductorship of Mr. J.
Lynch, had sung the * Veni Creator,’” his (race  Arch-
bishop Redwood delivered a brie! but eloquent sermon.
He expressed his thanks to the large gathering which had
assembled 1o assist at the opening of the new convent.
The attendance was prool of the great interest they took
in the institution and of their appreciation of the great
work the gdod Sisters were doing in their midst. With
some courage and risk the Sisters had undertaken the
erection of a noble building which would be an  orna-
ment to the town and 8 credit to the Catholic commu-
nity of Wostport. The Sisters had to bear the birunt of
the burden, but they had vowed themselves to the service
of God and would work in the future as they had done
in the past. The Sisters naturally expected the people
would realise the good work they were doing amongst

them, the good they had wroughl in the past, and the
good they had in store for them in the future. There
was no work of more importance than that of impart-

ing a good, sound Christian education. The Sisters de-
voted their whole lives in a specizal manner to the service
ol God, and the greater part of their work was the
education of the young, and they were courageous enough
to érect a large Dbuilding to suit the purpose. His
Grace described tne origin of the Order of BSisters of
Mercy. The Order was formed under the palronage ot
the Order of Our Lady of Ransom, established in olden
times to ransom €Catholics from slavery to infidels in
the East. The Sisters of the present day likewise de-
voted themselves to the work of charity—to the relief
ol the sick, poor, and needy, and sometimes went on to
the battlefield, as they did in the Crimea. In  this
country their chief work was education, and it was ne-
cessary they should acquire suitable huildings for their
special needs. It might be thought that the new convent
was  cxaggerated mm size, hut 1t was 1o be the head-
quarters of the Oraer for the West Coast. In addition
to giving a geueral education needful for everyday life,
the Sisters would teach the fine aris. In the new con-
vent they would educate all classes Iis Grace then in-
vited all who appreciated the maportant work of the Sis-
ters to avail themselves of the opportunity of contribu-
ting to the convent fund.

A coliection was then taken up by ihe Ven. Arch-
priast Walshe, Very Revi Dean Carew, anch thel Rev.
¥ather Hickson, assisted by Messrs. Hennesy, Reedy, and
Sullivan, the amount realised, with private contributions
received by the Rev, Mother, and mcluding a  generous
donadtion of £102 from the Ven. Archpriest Walshe, to-
gether with the collection at St. Canice's Church on the
previous Sunday, made a total of £230

The Archbishop, the clergy, the school children, and
the congregation then went in processional order to the
convent, winch was solemnly blessed by his Grace. At
the conclusion of the ceremony the gerjeral public, awvail-
ing themselves of the imvitation of the Rev. Mother, then
ingpected ihe building, and all were wnanimous in their
expressions of praise of the intenior, the finished work-
manship displayed throughout eliciling meneral admira-~
tion. The Rev Father Malioy acled as master of cere-
monies during the day.

The new convenl i an imposing and subsiantiial
struclure in wood, two storevs high, covering an area
of 74 feet square with a frontage to Queen street of
74ft. Fntrance from Queen strect is gained by a neat
poroh, which admils tg a vestibule. 11t x 10ft. To the
right of the vestibule 15 a splendidly finished reception
parlor. Passing along the spacious hall the visitor comes
to an ante-room, and passing on through a  beautlaful
Gotlnc arch the pretty chape! of the commumty is
reached. The chapel is of considerable dimensions, being
331t x 191t and 15it high, and artistically furnished.
Plenty of hight 1s obtained by ! (othic windows of
cathedral glass The windows ol the sanctuary and the
sacristy, which Jace Brougham sireet, are similar to
those of the chapel. The pretiy silver sanctuary lamp
15 an acceptable present from Mrs. Songten, of Wesiport,
the same lady baving also giten two pairs of  silver
candlesticks, while & beautifully carved missal stand is

the gitt of the Rev. Father Malloy. To the right of the
hall, oft the downstairs main corrllrdor, is a baf:k parlor,
next to which is the refectory. This is a commodious
room, 20t x 151%, well lighted by 2 large windows. Ad-
joining the refectory is the kitchen, which is well adap-
ted for all domestic purposes. It is supplied with one ol
Shacklock’s patent ranges, 8ft 6in in dimensions. In
the kitchen there is a high-pressure boller with complete
appliances for supplying hot water throughout the build-
ing. - Leaving the kitchen and proceeding along a passage
_38(t long we come to the high schoolroom. This room
is In every way admirably adapted for scholastic work,
being weil highted by six large windows, and having the
adwa;qtage ol a separaie entrance. The two music rooms
are situated just off the high schoolroom. Passing on
through the  hdil, the staircase leading to the upstair
portion of the building is reached. 'The staircase js 4ft
wide, with handsome rail, and constructed on the semi-
circular plan. .On coming to the top fioor one notes the
corridor, 441t in length and 5ft 6in in width. On the
right of the corridor are two oratories, the first being
dedicated to ihe Blessed Virgin and the one at the other
end to the Sacred Heart. Upstairs there are six bed-
rooms, all large and airy, and an infirmary. Returning
along the corridor, we enter the novitiate room, 18ft
10m x 20I%. A conspicuous attraction in this room is a
beautilully carved mantelpiece in wood, the work of
Robertson Hros., of Nelson. It is an exquisite piece of
workmanship, reflecting credit on the firm. Proceeding
on, we come Lo the commumty room, 21ft x 20ft. This
room 1s well lighted by four large square windows in
pleasing desigh. At the rear of the building upstairs is
a cloak room, which adjoins an up-to-date bathroom fit-
ted with all 1nodern conveniences. From the balcony,
which is 541t long and 10ft wide, a most picturesque
view of the adjacent native bush and surrounding hitly
is ohtaimed. To the left of the verandah are a cloak
room and bathroom, well fitled up. The building is
ventilated thronghout with inlet and outlet ventilators.
Special care and attention have heen devoted to the sani-
tary arrangements, which are on a most complete scale.
A substantidl laundry and workroom, situated at the
rear 8D the convent, is now in course of erection, and
the building of a corrugated iron fence will shortly be
commenced. The coniract price of the new convent was
about £2000. The architect was the late Mr. Henry
Young, of Greymouth, and the contractors Messrs. Hill
and Martin, of Westport. The painting and decorative
work was executed by Mr. D. O'Neil, and the plumbing
by Mr. F. Larsen. Mr., Richard J. Sullivan (late of
Reefton), to whom I am greatly indebted for general
information relative to the building, was clerk of works.®
All concerned 1n the erection of the fine building are to
be congratulated on the fajthful maoner in which they
have carried out the various duties entrusted to them.

NOTICE!

Owing to next Wednesday being a public lholiday we
will have to go to press a day earbier than usual, con-
sequently correspondents’ letters should reach us on Mon-
day Orly brief paragraphs will have a chance o! inser-
tien 1f received en Tuesday mormng.

In consequence of pressure on our space we have been
obliged to hold over several communications and also
editorial notes.

WEDDING BELLS

....__...._,4.‘—
POWLER—LYNSKLEY.

A very pretty wedding (writes a correspondent) took
place at St. Patnick’s Cathohic Church, Kaiapoi, oh Sep-
tember 8, when Miss Elen Lynshey, eldest daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. William Lynskey, of Wilson's Siding, was
married to Mr T. Power, eldest son of Mr Thomas Power,
Perrin’s Ford. The ceremony was performed by the Rev,
Father Ilyland The bride, who was given away by her
father, was attired in a bandsome costume of pale green
silk, with hat to match. The bridesmaid, Miss Sarah
Jane Lynskey, youngest sister of the bride, was becom-
ingly atiired 1n a pretty cream cashmere frock, with
large picture hat, and wearing a gold brooch, the pre-
sent of the bridegroom. The bridegroom was attended
by his brother, Mr. J. Power, as groomsman. The pre-
sents were numerous and valuable. The bride's travel-
hing costume was of rich brown tweed, with hat to
match.

The very worst cough or cold succurnbs to Tussicura,.
Obtainable from all chemists and storekespers —%ee

The ** EXCELSIOR ' STEBEL ADJUSTADLE HAR-
ROW is one of the most useful Implements on a farm:
it dows the work of all other harrows. I'rices—2-leaf t¢
cover, 10ft 6in, £5 103 ; 8-leal to cover, 15ft Gin, £8
MORROW, BASSETT and C0O. Send for catalogue.—~%%¢
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