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The Irish Linen Industry

v

The Imsh Agricultural Depariment reeently issued in
pamphiet torm the papers read at the lndustiiial
jerence leid 1n vonnection with the Cork Lshibition ot
1802, Amongst the most interesting ol these 18 a
“ Shetch o1 the Flax and Linen Industry ot lreland * hy
Mi. I Liovd Patterson, who says that the manubactire
ot fmen was known and carried out an Ireland [iom the
very dawi ol lustoly s abundautiy proved by thie num
erous relerences 1o 11 wn the works thal have come dowan
to us. Mr. Palterson guotes the loHowing authentic -
cident @ It 1s on record that when the Danes took Dan-
gor, County Down, and despoiled 1he monaslery  thiete
th the 9th and 16Gth centuries, and, later, at the sach-
ing ol Armagh by the Enghsh towaids the end of the
1ith century, part ob the spoils ol the victors al  hoth
places consisted of ' much fine hinen,” of which natenal
the robes and vestmenis of the migher clergy were then
composed , and at which period also the custom ol wiap-
ping the bLodies ol the dead 1n hinen bhad alicady  wame
mto sogue in Irelana. This counlyy may aiso hate been
an carly exporter of Linen, as 1t 15 recorded that at a
rohbery wiich took place at Winchester, in 1272, among,
the artwles stolen was some

Cloth of Ircland,

presumably, hinen.  I1 1s, of course, unguestioned 1hat
the Irnsh Imen industry received a greal ympetus by (he
siltlement of a mwnber ol Freneh [huguenots 1 the
country ahout the year 1849 % numaber of thew  made
therr home i Lisburn, and the modern development ol
Lhe trade 15 supposed to date irom thal pertod AU an
early stage of the industry there was specialisation here
and there and certam distoiets acquired a ceiehiily 1ol
particwlar hinds ot linen Dublin was the headquarters ol
the white Linen trade until 1783, when, atter the estab-
ishment of the himen irade 1in Beliast, we began to dis-
pute with the capital its claim 1o 1he premict positon
The modern development of the trade may he traced to
the lollowing chiel causes —(1} Tie imttoduction of spis-
mng by mactimery, and the subseguent nlroduciion o
web spimng , (23 the appheation ob the power oo 1o
Itnen weay ing 5 and (3) nuprosements 1w bleaching  Cont
mg lo local mstory, Mr. Patterson says  The beginuers
ol the mdustry, as we hnow 1t an the North, ot Lietand,
were Messis Murland, or Castlewellan, Uounly BDown,
who commenced spinmng in 1838, and the Messts AMul-
lolland, or  Belfast In that year the cotion it be-
longing to the latter fitm was burned dewn, and, onits
rebwnlding, 11 was eguipped and started as o ftax  ill
Some years aiter Messrs Muolholland s rehwbdine and
new depariure, Mr Martin, ob kiilyleagh, tollowed then

exampie 1n the ercction of a flax null g place o1 a
burnt-down cotton mll, and other cotton mills wele
early comveried to flax  So lucratnve did mudl spineig
prove 1o its poneers, and so rapidly did 1t fcateh oon)?

that by 1833, that 1s, 23 yvears Trom s commenoement,
there were no tewer than 80 fax muils, containing
11ali a Million Spindles,

i the Noith of Treland  Simultaneously soth the pise of
the new mdustry an old established one was dying out
About the tome that  flax spimning was  comnmenced
Ulster there wele some 50 cotion nnlls i the provinee,
avatlable water power having been rreguentls an e e-
ment 1o commerce  OF these theie s onlv one—thal  at
sSpringflield, Bellast—now worhimg This deching inocotton
spinning had an important beating on the carhier lowe-
tory of flax spmnimg, as the shidled operatives that were
sosing ther employment an the former lound o aoaan w
wne latter—an tmmense advantage 1o empoaners as wetl
as operatives—as 1o have had to tramm ol the SkUed
labor reguived out ol completely uwnlraimed  maternial

Con-~

would nave been a tedious and serious matter. The
500,000 spindies of 1553 showed a net increase atithe end
ol Lhe century of about 338,000, the total being then es-
timated at 838,582, Ten years after ihe close of the
American War the maximum number of spindles at work
i the North of Ireland was reached, and amounted
to #21,817. Since then there has been a slightly
downward tenbency ; so that the tolal net dechne
during the past twenly-seven years is placed at
86,235 spindles 1o aboul forty-five years Mr Patter-
son recalls some forty mills silenced in Ireland, a num-
ber wineh iwludes wins  at Deny, Coleraine, Larne,
Lurgan, Dublin (§), :Lamerwck, Drogheda, Carrick-on-
Swir, o and  olher places 1t s pointed out that in
Scotland and seme  paris of the North of England
ithere haye been even greater fluctuations, the once 1m-
portant fiax spinning industry of Yorkshire being now

almost  extiet  The verdict of Mr. IPatterson, how-
ever, on the posttion of the hinen trade as a whole is
that, as compared with other countries, Ireland is

more than holding her own

WHAT THE PUBLIC SROULD KNOW

IS THAT

R. WAGHORN,

DIRECT IMPORTER,
LONDON PAPERHANGING WAREHOUSE,

IS THE CHEATYST HOTEE IN TOWN FOR ALL KINDS
OF PAINTERS REQUISITES.

WHOLES LI WAREHOUSE Stvarr Sr., DUNEDIN

FLETCHER, HUMPHREYS & CO..

WINE, SPIRIT, & CIRER MERCHANTS,

Also Importers of

Cigars, Cigarettes, Indian, Ceylon, and China

Teas, and American (Gouds

WarEmOURE AND BONDED STORES ;

CATHEDRAL SQUARE,

CHAISTCHURGH.
G i i b A N b g
TELEGRAPH LINE ROYAL MAIL COACHKS

Leave SPRINGFIBNLD for HORKITIKA, KUMARA and GREY-
MOUTH on the arrival of Firsy Train from Christohurch,

EVEEY TUESDAY AND FRIDAY,

DASBIRY AND QO
Propates ..
AGENT~—W. ' WARNER,

CuMMERCLIAL HOTEL, ‘HIMSTCHUKCH,

Messrs llarty and Co, Dunedin, are wholesale agents
e New Zeajand for Andrew Melrose and Co., Edin-
hurgh, the largest old-established fea house 1n the world
This firm llas heen honored by special appomiment  as
fea merchants to the khing, and also to the late Queen
duting the whole ¢! her reign .

“TAIMATE HOTEL, WATMATE

F 0 it

T, 1TWOMEY Proprietor,

8 A L E

ESTABLISHED 1877,

T, TWOMEY (late of the Grosvinor Hatel
Chnisteheurch ) having gow talten poesston
of the above favorite and centrally-sttuat.d
house, will npure no pains to make the place
86 comfortuble as possible,

Wines and Spirits of the hest brands.

The Ttotel iv being refurnished wnid reno
vated throughout,

JAMES SAMBON AND CO

Auctioveers, Commission, House and
Land Agents, Valuatars,

Dowiivg STREET, DUKEDIN,

Valnable Conntry Hptel, 17 yeard' leare,
rent £H yearly tikings said tn be £
weekly price £4500. £1000 cash required ;
Hotel, Welhngtun  doing £160  weekly,
moderate riutal ; Hntel, Marlborough, 14
yems’ lease, price £14800 ; Hot-l, Auckland
trade £300 sceekly ; Heotel, Napier, price
£1330, ha'f eca-h regnired ; Hotel, Wai-
iar.pa ponnd bnsiness, 10 years’ Leare, price
L3700 ¢ Woeel, ratlway line, excellent lease
e riaring purchadnf clanse, frechold, poee
£2600 5 Hatel, Welhopton 12 years' lea-e
by business ; 1oiel, country, paddock  ete,
frechold, £2°00; Howed, Manawsatu, price
L4000 Hotel, Mariborungh, 7 yeary' lease
[to el Taanahy, ¥ yeure' lease, £2,500.

! DWAN BROS, Willis etreet, Wellington

MONUMENTAL WORKES

UR aim is to give our patrons just
what they want, and we never fail,

Des’gna and Plans fornirhed on applica-
11cn, o we will be pleared to goote you
piice for uny o8 g submitted to our firm,

J, WATKRWORTH & COQ,
CLIVE SQUARF, NAPIER.
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Hancock’s “« BISMARK” LAGER BEER.
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