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Canterbury on hehalf of the Catholic peers in reference to
a modification of the. Royal declaration. An informal
conference has taken place on the lines of the Archbi-
shop_’s recent statement, that he beheved it would be
possible to draw up a form of declaration, which would
not contain any condempation of specific articles of the
Catholic Faith.

Death of an Cratorian

The English Catholics have lost a notable figure by
the death o! the Very Rev. Frederick Ignatius Anirobus,
of the Brompion Oratory. Father Antrobus, who was
85, was the great-uncle of Sir Kdmund Antrobus, Bart.,
the owner of Slonehenge. The deceased Oratorian was
the youngest son of the second baronet, and before join-
ing the Catholic Church had a distinguished career in
the diplomatic service at Washington, St. Petershurg,
and Paris. He was known as a cultured and eloquent
preacher, and was appointed Superior of the Oratory in
succession to Father Sebastian Bowden. Father Antro-

bus was a brother of Mr. R. C. Antrobus, the banker
and member of the London County Council.
Cardinal Vaughan as a Writer

A writer in the * Athepaeym ' thus appraises Car-

dinal Vaughan's literary ability : ¢ Cardinal Vaughan
was not a writer in the serious sense. His simplicity,
his singleness of purpose, his very just sense of propor-
tion, ali put their mark on his compositions. In his Pas-
torals hoth at Saiford and at Westminster, in his popular
manuals, and in  the articles he contributed to ** The
Nineteemth Century '’ and other pericdicals (including his
own ‘" Dublin Review '), he achicved a directness end
adequacy of expression which many who practise the
craft of letters might be allowed to envy.'

The See of Westminster

A cable message received last week stated that the
Right Rev. Dr. Bourne, Bishop of Southwark, had been
appointed by the Propaganda to succeed the late Car-
dinal V.iughan as Archbishop of Westminster.

Catholic Truth Scciety Conference

The annual conference of the Catholic Trulh Society
of England took place during the first week in July in
Liverpcol. His Kminence Cardinal Logue presided af the
great public meeting, which was held in St. George's
Hall, when there were about 4000 persons present. The
death of (Cardinal Vaughan and the reported illness of
Leo XIII. cast a gloom over the proceedings, with the
result that the social side of the programme, [or which
elaborate preparations had been made, was considerably
modified. At the opening meeting the Right Rev. Abbot
Gasquet, O S B, delivered an address on ¢ The religious
iroubles in France ; their ornigin and development.” He
complained at the outset that the Iinglish press generally
had been misinformed, and had kept the public 1 the
dark as to what had actually occurred across the Chan-
nel and tze real principle at issue in the siruggle. He
dealt with the historical aspect of the question, and
coming 1o recent events, remarked that these showed
that little honesty and justice remained io-day in the
Government of France It had been made clear that the
suppression of the religious Orders. was merely an incr-
dent in a general campaigh agamnst ile Cathoilc Church.
Several causes had contributed to Ffacilitate the capture
of supreme power by the anti-religious party. The
curse of the Church in France had bheen 1ts apathy and
irdiffercnce. France should be a lesson to the Catholics
of England. They, too, also suffered from apathy, and
did not always take their part in the life of their
country, and make therr influence felt when it might be of
use. On the second day papers on education, social
work, etc., were read by the Rev. W. F. Brown, Right
Rev. Mgr. Ward, and Very Rev. Dean Billington. On the
third day, ‘ The work of Catholic settlements,” was the
subject ol a paper by Lady Edmund Talbot ; ¢ The Catib-
olic Girls’ Protection Society,” by Miss Eyre; and
‘ Catholic Boys' Brigades,” by Rev. F. Segesser.
* Catholic art ' was discussed by Mr. Paul Woodrofie, and
* The Church’s music,” by the Rev., Joseph Righy, with
musical illustrations. A mass meeting of the men was
held in the evening, his Eminence Cardinab Logue in the
chair. An address by Archhishop Maguire, of Glasgow,
was the chief feature of the meeting. Mgr. Nugent and
Count Moore also spoke.

FRANCE.—Petty Spite '

A relired marine officer, M. Irnest Ollivier, who is
now 76 years of age, had enjoyed for a great many years
the privilege freely granted {o retired officers to work in
the Library of the Ministry of Marine. He is the owner
ol a weekly publication called *La Croix des Marins,’
whick 15 non-political, but distinctly Catholic in tone,
and which as such is rather objectionable to the Ministry
over which M. Pelletan presides, One day recently, as
M. Ollivier was entering ihe Library, he was stopped and
informed that he would not be allowed there any more.
Comment is needless.

Public Anxiety

There is little to be chronicled (says the ¢ C i
Times ') in French ecclesiastica] agfai¥s. The e?ﬁ?ﬁ‘.fﬁ
of M. Meline as senator tor the Vosges by a majority
ihsell larger than the votes cast for the Ministerial can-
didate wild ppsstbly help Lo increase the evident hesi-
lancy of M. Combes to outrage all sentiments of reli-
gious freedom. But, indeed, it ig not to any internal
matters that Hrench Catholies feel inclined to give
their minds, &ll attention is directed towards the Vati-
can. Public opinjon is enormously stirred at the pros-
pect of a new Pope, and men of all classes spepulate on
the friendliness or unfriendiiness for France of the next
occupart of the Chair of St. Peter. All Frenchmen
would view with anxiety the election of what they begin
te name ‘ a German ' Pope ; that is, a Pope more in-
ciined to rely on Germany than on France, It id g
curious attitude to adopt, in view of the country’s in-’
difference for what it must know t0 be the dearest wish
of every occupant of the Vatican, viz., peace aand fair
dealing on the part of the Government towards the reli-
Egious Orde‘rs. France_s, 50 far as its public conduct goes,
cares nothing for religion—exoept to hate and persecute
1t.  However, possibly, the persecutors, little as they
value the Papal influence in France, shrink before its ap-
pearing in  (ermany;  an eloquent testimony fo  the
power and importance of the See of St, Peter in  even
these evil times.

Persecution of Religious

LThose of us (says the * Catholic Herald ') who but
read on this side of the Channel of the expulsion of reli-
gious Orders from France can have but little idea of the
suftering inflicted on monks and nuns so expelled. Abhot
Gasquet, at Liverpool, gave some instances of how
acute the suflering is, Thousands of monks and nuns
who have grown  old in the cloister have been literally
turned adrift without either the means of subsistence or
the ability to procure it. For the French Government
Lesides closing the monasteries and convents hag appro-
priated all their lands and possessions ; in other words,
besides expatriating the monks and nuus, the Govern-
ment of France robs them and leaves them penniless as
well as homeless. Already nung so dispossessed  have
had to seek dispensation from their vows, and find the
necessaties of life in taking up lile as domestic servants
or saleswomen in warehouses, Fortunately, the evil
will speedily cure itself, because France must provide out
of Government funds rew schools instead of those that
wrg closed, and workhouses to maintain the indigent who
formerly were ma:ntained by the religious Orders. Mean-
tume, of course, the poor monks and nuns suffer to a poig-
nant degree, and more than we in this country can have
any adequate appreciation of.

ROME.—-A Legend

The -Cardinal Camerlengo, in an interview ith the
Roman correspondent of the ' Daily Chronicle ' denied
that 1t is the custom for the Camerlengo, in the case of
the Pope’s demise, to certify the death by striking the
deceased’s forehead three times with a silver hammer,
ITow the legend arose, he said, is a mystery to him,

UNITED STATES ——Catholic Progress

The astonishing progress of ihe Catholic Church in the
United States, among a nation (says the ¢ Daily News'
whick is still identified in the popular mind with the
militant Protestantism that founded its greatness, is
onc of the leading facts of contemporary religious his-
tory. It is calculated from the Church statistics com-
piled in connection with the recent census that, taking
Lhe entire country together, one in every three adults is
a communicant of some religious denomination. In every
one of the 125 large cities the Catholic population ex~
ceeds 1n numbers the members of all the Protestant
Churches combined, while more than one-half of tha popu-
lation of 14 States and territories are members of
tie Catholic Church. The aggregale population of the 125
largest cities is 14,110,000, of whom 3,641,000 are Cath-
olics. And it must be noted that among the 14 States
having each a majority of Catholics are several of the
leading Eastern States, once the stronghold of the Puri-
tan Yankee.

In cases of attacks of Colic, Cramp, or Spesms,
Evang’s WITCH’S OIL will be found invaluable.~—*#*

For Absolute Strength, Extreme Simplicity, Freedom
from Weak or Undesirable Points, and sbundance of Ex-
cellent. Working  TFeatures throughout,_ EXCELSIOR
PLOUGHS are UNRIVALLED, They will do perfectly
the work that can be expected of_ any plough, and are
puaranteed to give satisfaction in any soils where a
plough can work, ‘They have extra lengih of land beam,
specially made mould boards, and steering gear of the

wmost complete and approved kind. Revolving. swivel
steel circular coulters. Double furrow, £11 10s8;
three furrow, £16 10s.-—-Morrow, Basgett, and Co.,

sole agents in New Zealand for Cockshutt Farm Imple-
ments.—***

Best Value in CHRISTCHURCH for MAxT.zs. MILLINERY,

Daxsspy

BEATH AND CO.



