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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIIl. TO THE N.Z. TABLET,.

Pergant Directores et Scriptores New Zealand Tablet, Apostolica Benedictions eonfortati,
Religionis et Justitise causam promovsere per vias Veritatis et Pacis,

Die 4 Aprilis, 1900,

LEO XIII., P.M.

TRANSLATION.—Fortified by the Apostolic Blessing, let the Divectors and Writers of the New Zealand Tablet
continue to promote the cause of Religion and Fustice by the ways of Truth and Peace.

April 4, Igoo.

LEO XIII, Pops

Current Topics

v

Arbor Day

Wednesday of this week was Arbor Day. It was a
CGovernment holiday, and here and there small groups of
teachers and taught set rooted saplings, with much ade,
into holes in the ground and left them to their fate—
played at trec-planting in the dainty and dilettante style
of the ' pretty maid * of ihe tableau who ° goes a-milk-
ing * in ball-room shoes, with a gilded three-legged stool
under one arm and n pasteboard bucket under the other,
Little knots of prisoners, their clothes, decorated with
the broad-arrow, plant smaoll areas year by year about
such show-spots as Rotorun. And for the rest axe and
fire-stick and whirling saw are ecating our forests up.
Qur timber export is increasing by some £60,000 a year;
the fast-increasing demand in Engiand, America, etc., for
wood-pulp for paper-making is tolerably sure, in the
near future, to hasten the devouring of our forests; and
thus, while we are planting by the rood, we are destroy-
ing by the sguare mile, reducing year by year the value
of a great source of national reienue, denuding the hill-
sides of their natural protective covering, and preparing
the way for floods, landslips, the detrition of many of
our wich uplands and the destruction of the arable
country at their bases. A few years ago, in writing on
this subject, we instanced the warning lesson of what we
had persoually witnessed in Spain anrd in France, whero
the Governments are now engaged, at an enormous ex-
pense, in re-afforesting great denunded areas of once
valuable farm lands, which, as a result of the reckless
destruction of timber in a former generation, have been
turned into a stony, silt-strewn wilderness by the un-
broken action of rushing flood-waters. We have in our
forests one of the best of our national assets, Dut they
are being mismanaged in a way that inevitably lead to
a grave national loss We sorely need'a live and active
Forest Department, with a system of planting and cut-
ting-out by rotation-blocks which has been such a boon
to Germany, Norway, and Sweden, Switzerland, and
India. With such a system we should speedily see the
aimless and unskilled destruction of our forests cease
and

* ¥regh groves grow up and their green hranches shcot
Towards the old and still-enduring skies.’

A Journalistic * Discovery’

Mental ripeness !s commonly humble ; mental raw-
ness is inflated with pride. We are all familiar with the
aggressive controversialists of diluted Intellect who, af-
ter having read a cheap—and usuelly nasty—tract or
two, deem themselves qualified to teach Catholic theo-
logy to the Pope and the whole College of Cardinals.
The performance is, as a rule, suffieient to make 5 tomb-
stone sinile. ‘The serlous illness of the Pope furnished a

golden opportunity for blundering which omniscient joure
nalistic wights have eagerly taken adyvantage of, 'The
result has been the appearance, in our secular papers, of
a charming variety of tit-bits of misinformation about
conclaves, ‘ candidates * for the Papacy, and the laws of
succession to the See of Rome., One imaginative jours
nalist, in his search for a mare's nest, made a * discov-
ery ' that must have caused no small amusement to
Cardinal Moran. It was nothing less than this: that
nis Ennnence has the ‘ right ' to have the conclave for
the election of Leo's successor postponed until his (the
Cardinal’s) arrival in the Xternal City. And the pore
tentous news was sent tingling along the submarine
wires to the ends of the earth !

*

O0f  course no  such right  exists, Gregory
X.'s constitution of 1274 provides that, on the
death of o Pope, the Cardinals present in curia {(that is,
in residence within the Papal Court) were to await for
ten days, the arrival of their absent colleagues. At the
expiration of that time they were to meet together im
conclave and elect his successor. If any Cardinal did
not go into conclave, or was forced for any reason to
leave, the election was to proceed without him. But
provision was made thot those who came late and
wished to enter might do so. These and other provis-
lons regarding the conclave were conlirmed by Boniface
VIIL. ir 1294. Ip 1562 Pope IPius IV. issued a consti-
tution which also provided for a delay of ten days only,
and orderod that the Cardinals present should have the
right of electing at onte * without waiting for other ar-
rivals.” 7The * novemdiali ' or ten days' delay has since
then been dispensed with on only two occasions of spe-
cial danger, and for these occasions only, It was abro-
gated in 1797, when the First Napoleon's victorious
troops seized the Eternal City, proclaimed the Roman
Republic, and when the aged Pontiff, Pius VI., had re-
tired from its desecrated walls to the great Carthusian
monastery near Florence. He published a Bull author-
ising the Cardinals to meet immediately after his death
to decide whether it was desirable to ohserve the usual
ceremonies, ete., which did not aflect the essence ol the
electoral act, and to proceed to the appointment of his
successor. Similar provisions were mede by Pius IX. in
the anxious years that followed the invasion o! the
Papal States and the capture of Rome by the Pledmon-
tese troops in 1870. The fourth provision of the Buil of
Pius IX. ran es follows :(—' It the Pope dies in Bome
the Cardinals present in curia at the moment of his de-
cease are at once to decide, by a majority of votes, it
the election is to take place out of Rome, and cut of
Italy. As soon as the number of Cardinals present re-
iﬁgsmt,s the half, plus one (that is, m bare majority) of
the total number of the Sacred College, they may, If
they counsider it advisable, proceed immediately to the
clection, without waiting for the expiration of any othen
delays.” These sbrogations of the ‘ novemdiali’ wera,
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