
TIMARUNOTES FROM THE HOUSE
PROCEEDINGS IN PARLIAMENT

LOBBY GOSSIP.

The debate on the Address-in-Reply was resumed onTuesday and continued on Wednesday, Thursday, andFriday. Nearly all the Opposition members who spokeduring the week strongly condemned the co-operativesystem as employed on public works, and declared it tobe wasteful and expensive.
On Thursday afternoon Sir William Russell, in thecourse of his speech, condemned the manner in which thenailway accounts werekept, and as a consequence it wasnot possible to analyise them. He contended there wasan annual loss in the management of the railways. Theworking expenses were increasing rapidly, and whilst ourexpenses had grown to 68.10 per cent, those of our onlycompetitor, the Manawatu Company had increasedto only 53 97 per cent. He quoted figures toshow that while the profits last year from the Govern-ment railways amounted to £22,961 moie than that of1901, we had to pay £53,257 in interest on the extracapital embarked. There were no provision for wear andtear, and renewals were paid for out of capital. He con-

trasted with this the policy of the Manawatu RailwayCompany to show that the profit of that Company waslarger, whilst it paid for renewals out of the current
revenue^

Sir J. CJ Ward, in replying to the criticism of theprevious speaker with reference to the railways adminis-tration, said that the accounts of the Department werekept entirely by the accountant, and he had never beeninstructed as to how he should charge anything Re-sponsible officers of the Department had certified thatordinary renewals were paid out of the re\enue, and notout of capital Sir W. It. Russell had forgotten to tellthe House that the proportion of working ex-penses in English companies was 68 per cent ,
which was the same figuie as shown m NewZealand If the users of the railways had toprovide out of revenue for the cost of all new works itwould mean that every rate on the railways would haveto be raised by 59 per cent , and that 'the life bloodwould be crushed out of the useisof the railways. Itwas said the Government had not done anything "for theagriculturists, whereas m one branch of the service—the railways

—
concessions to farmers had been granted tothe extent of £415,000. This was independent entirelyof concessions in passenger fares to the amount of£144,000. Sir J. G. Ward quoted figures to show thegrowth of the dairy industry, and attributed this growth

to the grading system established by the GovernmentSir W R. Russell had said there we're to be no remis-
sions of taxation, but he had ignored the fact that theGovernment had already given a remission in taxation totho extent of no less than £1,500,000

The debate was adjourned on Friday until Tuesdayand is expected to last during this week.

(From our own correspondent.)
rTM-

July 13On Thursday evening last a most enjoyable enter-tainment was held at St. Andrews in aid of the localchurch funds. The Rev. Father Tubman and severalPimaru friends were present. The room was filled toovercrowding, and the various singers were warmly re-ceived. The concert was opened by an overture (piano)by Misses McGuinness and Egan, "followed by Miss EMcGuinness rendering 'Called back,,' with violin obligatoby Mr. Coombs, this item being heartily encored. MissKgan was very successful in '
Close those dreamy eyes 'while Mr. D. McDonald in

'
The deathless army 'had toicspond to an enthusiastic recall. Mr. J. Coombs was,as usual, warmly received on rendering a violin solo, andMr. Barrie Mareschal in his dialect stories had ampleroom to show his power of mimicry. Miss Mara and Mr.

F. McDonald contributed a short sketch entitled 'A pair
of lunatics.' The Barrie Mareschal Company wound up
the entertainment with the comedy 'O'Callaghan on his
last legs.' The comedy was admirably played, the aud-
ience thoioughly appreciating the hearty humor of theplay

The Rev Father Tubman returned thanks to the aud-
lenco for their patronage and to Mr.Barrie Mareschal andcompany and the other ladies and gentlemen who assist-
ed for their voluntary and generous help. The generositydisplaced by the St. Andrews people in connection withthe erection and maintenance of their handsome church
should bo an object lesson to many parishes.

In my report of the Hibernian social I omitted to
mention that Father Tubman proposed the health of
two voting friends, Messrs James Kane and Cassidy. He
was pleased to see two young Catholics so distinguished
as to recently receive medals from the Humane Society
for s>u ihr lite Bro Cassuly suitably responded

A very hea\y fall of snow, while it lasted, occurred
heie on Saturday morning— about four inches of snowfell in a lew hours The fall is leported to be much
he.vMer in the country districts, and must cause serious
inconvenience in the Mackenzie country Several tele-
graphyposts snapped with the accumulation of snow onthe wires, and many narrow escapes from accidents hap-
pened The arrival of the early train from Christchurch
on Satuiday morning was worth witnessing The en-pme was co\ered with snow up to its funnel, through
the cowcatcher ploughing it up as the train progressed.
Masses of snow were collected on the roofs of the seve-
ral carriages, the whole effect being unique. All trains
were late, and communication by wire with Fairlie was
stopped

The Government Inspector's reports on the parish
schools were all round very satisfactory, showing the
different standards to be well up to the mark, and the
tone and general order of the schools very good.

A measure of some interest to widows has been in-troduced in the Legislative Council by the Attorney-
Cr-oneral /It provides that the estate of e\ erv man whodies intestate, leaMng a widow and no children, shallwhere the value is not ovei £500, belong to the widowabsolutely. Where the value of the estate is over £500the widow shall be entitled to £500, and shall ha\c acharge on the estate for the sum with interest at therate of 4 per cent, per annum, besides being entitled toher share in the residue of the estate as if the residuehad been the whole of the estate

The Hon. John Rigg has been elected Chairman ofCommittees of the Legislative Council, and the Hon MrWalker, ex-Minister of Education, Speaker of that House
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Jlmerican
Sheetina We have Just received a rse Shipment of

this excellent SHEETING, made of Best
*Xx American Cotton, and absolutely free from dress

80in. wide, i/3 yard; well worth 1/9.

BROWN, EWING & CO.,Ltd.,Dunedin

-o"
he EXCELSIOR "

STEEL ADJUSTABLE HAR-ROW is one of the most useful Implements on a farm "

it does the work of all other harrows. Prices— 2-leaf to
SKlfi/w* t?^'"^ lOs :3"leaf to cover - 15ft Gin, £8.MORROW, BASSETT and Co. Send for catalogue.—***

'
TABLET ' REAPERS '—Watch our advertising

columns 7'he firms whose names appear there are pro-
gressive, enterprising, up-to-date. They want your
trade and are prepared to cater for it. Give them a
trial And do us the kindness of mentioning the'

Tablet '— ***
Messrs Louis Gille and Co , of the Australian Gene-

ral Catholic Depot, Sydney and Mclbourne, calls atten-
tion to their cheap and popular edition of " Coflme's De-
vout Instructions

'
on the Epistles and Gospels for Sun-

days and holidays ...
Messrs. J N. Merry and Co , Bond street, Bunedin,

are cash buyers of wool, sheepskins, rabbitskins, hides,
tallow, etc Consignments are promptly attended to,
and account sales for same, with cheque, returned on
day following- receipt of goods ...

Messrs J. "Fanning and Co., estate and financial
agents, Manners street, Wellington, have a number of
properties and businesses in town and country for sale.
A few selections from their list will be found in our ad-
vertising columns....

Messrs Simon Brothers, proprietors of the well-
boot and shoe establishment, George street, Dunedin,
and at Mosgiel and South Dunedin, have an extensive
and superior stock which they want to sell as quickly
as possible, and with that object they have reduced all
lines to the lowest possible prices....

RIDE "ANGLO SPECIAL" CYCLES.


