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THE FIRST MASS IN AUSTRALIA

In a recent issue of the Svdnev * Morning Iferald ’
there appeared a very interesting article from the pen
of Mr, Jumes T. Donovan, dealing with the humble boe-
ginnings of the Catholic Church in Australia. * T he
history of the Catholic Church in Australia (writes Mr.
Ironovan) s wenerally  regarded as having commenced
with the first public celebration of Mass in Sydney on
May 1o, 18038, That date this vear was the Hhundredth
anniverswmy of the first assemublage of Catholics wt a
rebigious rite or ceremony. There was no  oflicially-ap-
pointed ov ofbicjullv-recognised Catholic chaplain atl the
time, buat it so happened that there were

Three Irish Driests

in the colony who had bcen sent from Ireland for al-
leged or oactual partieipation in the '* troubles "  which
fotlowed  the 1nsurrection of 1798, These uniortunate
priests, who had with them a Protestant clergyman, the
Rev. My, IFulton, to share their fate, were described as
men who had been transported for holding and advoca-
ting ‘' seditlous and rebellious principies.’” One, the
Rev. James Harold, arrived in Sydney in January, 1800,
The sccond, Hev. James Dixon, arrived during the same
moenth. The third, Rev. Peter O'Neil, reached Sydney
a hittle later, All three wathin a few years were par-
doned, and were allowed to leave Australia. The Rev.
Father llarold proceeded to the United States in 1810
and died in Dublin in 1830, "lhe Hev. Father O'Neil
was ounly two years in Australia. He returned to Ive-
land, and died there in 1846, The Rev. James Tlixon
left Sydney in 1808, and ended his dayvs in Ireland in
1846, 1t is vemarkable that the three companions in
exile and misfortune lived to great oges. One was 85,
the second 88, and the third R2.

Of these three Catholic pricsts, one only was allowed
1o cxercise his functions as a minister of religion 1n
Australia, The Rev. James Inxon was granted '* con-
ditional emancipation '’ by Governor Philip Didley King
early in April, 1803, Then, on April 21, Governor King
issued a public proclamation m which he stated that it
had been cousidered eapedient, ' 1n consequence of a
colnmunication from his Majesty’'s Principal Sceretary of
State for the Colonies and War I'epartment to grant
unto the Reverend Mr. Ihsen a conditional emancipation
to enable him to exercise his elerwal funclions as a Llo-
man Catholic priest, which he has gualined lLimself for
by the regular and ecxemplary conduct he has manifosted
smce his residence 1 the colony,”

“With this moclamation, which is dated Aprid 19,
1803, there were published on Apr:l 21 o set of regula-
tions te be obseried by the Ilev., Mr. Inxon and  the
Catholic congiczation 1 th's colony Under these to-
aulutions, the Rev., James Iinon was allowed to  per-
torm s clerical  dnties once i thiee wechs at the
settlements in Sydney,  Parramatta, and the liawhes-
bary, mn rotation In the ' pencial orders 7 1t was ex-
plained that, " to the end that strict decorum mav he
observed, o certarn number of police will Le stationed at
and about the places appointed during the service ©” The
jast ot Lhe resulations ran - Ivery person throughout
the colony will cobserve that the law kas  sufhicentiy
provided for the pumshment of those who may disgmet
or disturb pnv asscmbly o religious worshap. er 8-
use any priest or teacher ol any tohrated sectb 7

The First Mass

under the regulations published 1n the ¢ Governient
Gazette " was celebrated n the vienniy of the Coenior
(uav at nine o'ctock on the morning of Sunday, May 13,
1883, On the following mormng there was o dass ot
Farramatta, and on the neat Sunday o Mass  at the
JTtavwkeshury, The CGovminient (Gazette natied
wheie 7 the meetings,” as they were staled, were Lo be
held  No person wus permiitted to pgo ovt of s cwn
district 1o attend thewe Sunday mormng <ervices,  and
the prwst was ' held responsible 1o the magi-tiate tor
s eoncregalion goimng regularly and ordaiv to tlher
jespective homes after the ofbices were ended ™’ No tre-
Lighois gathenmas were allowed i the evenmge The hour
ol U Divine serviee "7 owas fixed ot ame o'clock 1 the
1L TN,

*The official permission for attendance at dass was
revoked within 12 months  There had been a ' vising
amone, the prisoncrs in March, 13001, .nd  the Senday
Comeetings 7 owere dhscontinued on the wrouted rthat {hoev
were ' gatherings of traitors”” Yot 4 15 ccearded  of
the Rev Mr. Inzon that when the prisoners v ¢ n
revelt,  he accompoaned the  commandmg officer  and
excrted himsell nobly on the sude of order and human-
ity ' The unapprecated  peacewsaker left Sydney m

0R
18 From 1808 unt:l 1817 the Catholirs in New Sonth
Wales were without minister or ministrations Tn 1817
the Very Rev, Jeremiah Francrs Tlynm arcved i Syd-
ney e had not heen appointed by the ITome Goverp-
ment, and Governor Macquuane would not recognise him
or pive Kim the desired permission to officiate as a
priest  After a few mon ‘s had  passed thus volunieer
chaplain was put en bomrd <hip and =ent back to  Ire-
land  In 1819 two autbo 1w d Catholic chaplains were
furnished with the reguisite appaintment papers ' by
<he Home Government These two 1pish priests, the
Fev John Joseph Therry and the Flev I'hibip Conoliv
nrtived m Syvdney bv the ship Janus on Mav 3, 1820
The credentials were accepted by Governor ]\T;u‘tquum&
and both priests were put on  the “'salary list’’ at

£100 a year a8 recognised chaplains. The Rev, Father
Conolly proceeded to Hobart and his companion re-
mained in Sydney. On Monday, October 29, 1821, at,
the invitation of the Rev, ¥Father ‘Therry, Governor
Macquarie laid the foundation stone of the

“ First Roman Catholic Chapel ™

in Australia, The * St. Mary's Chapel,”” which was com-
menced in 1821, developed into the St. Mnry’s Cathe-
dral which was  destroyed by fire in 1865. The Rev.
James Dixon did not build any church or religious house
and the honor of establishing the first * religioftis insti-
tution ” econnected with the Catholic Church is rightly
clajimed by the chaplain of 1821, The Liev, Irilip Con-
oltv, whose work as a missionary chaplain was confined
to Tasmaniae, died in Hobari on’ Auglast 4, 1889,  The
Rev. John Joseph ‘Therrv, who was made Archpriest,
and who figures in Australian history as a remarkable
personage, died at Balmain on May 25, 1864, in his
74th year,

Archdeacon John McEncroe, who arrived in 1832,
Dr. Wiiliam Bernard Ullathorne (1833), Archbishop John
l!:ede Polding (1835), Archdeacon Rigney (1838}, Bishop
Y¥rancis Murphy, of Adelnide (1838), Archbishop Goold,
of Melbourne (1838), and Bishop Wilson, of Hobart
{1842), arg counled among the ecclesiastics whe have
* built up " the Catholic Churcl in Australia. Arch-
bishop PPolding, who had charge of the See of Sydney
from 1835 till his death in 1877, was succeeded by the
Most Hev. Roger Dede Vaughan, who died while on &
vigit to England in 1888, Dr. Uliathorne, who brought
the first nuns—the Sisters of Charity—to Sydney in
1838, and who largely helped Archbishop Polding in the
work of establishing churches and schools, ended his days
as Bishop of Birminghait, England, with the rank of
f\rchblshop, in 1889, Since 1884 Cardinal Moran has
heen :

Archbishop of Syduey.

Of the priests who were active in Clurch affairs in the
Sydney diocese 5O years ago there is only one survivor
—the Very Rev. Archpriest Sheehy, pavish priest of
Ryde. 'This vencrable cleric was ordained in  * old St.
Mary's ** 561 years ago. He was for many years Arch-
bishop Polding’s  Vicar-General. The late Archdeacon
Rigriey was the senior member of the priesthood, his
period of service in Australia covering 65 years.

" Archbishop Murphy, of Hobart, and Bishop Mucray,
of Maitiand, arc the two veteran members of the present
Austraban hierarchy, Dr, Murphy, who has worn the
mire of a bishop 36 years, came from India to Tas-
mania in 18G5. IDishop Murray was appointed to Mait-
land n the same year,

The spot on which the first Mass was celebrated 100
years ago is not known. All the iraditions of the ‘‘nur-
sery-stage * ol the Catholic Church in Sydney cling ab-
ont 5t, Mary’s Cathedral. Of the first cathedral, which
was conunenced by Archpriest Theery, and completed by
Archivshop Polding, nothing is left save the picturesque
and time-woin front in Collega street. Dut the present
ciathedral building has  associations which, to many
Uatholies, are full of ** fond regrets and tender recollec-
tions 7 Part of the site was jor a long time occupied
hv St Joseph’s Chapel, which was used while the first
St Mary's was 1n eourse of erecion  The place is not
less valved as hasving been the residence of ** the first
chaplun,” and  the  fOrst bishop, In this regard there
seomed 1o be o siguiar fitness in the manifestation of
Uatholic sentitnent which two years ago led to the re-
masal ot the remains ol Archpriest Therrv and  Arch-
hishop  Tolding from the Devonshire street and Peter-
sham Caneteries to &t. Mary’s Cathedral, 'The remains
vf these  old soldiers  of the Catholie Church now
rest an the glamor rather than the gloom of the eastern
aisle, with the giroined stone roof hhe the outstretched
wingys of a esrven angel over them, And with the Be-
recdictine Bishop und the pioneer priest there are  two
other ** fuithiul servants well remembered "'~Avchdeacon
AlcEEneroe and the Hev., Daniel Power, who came to
sSydney on 1827, and who died at Parramatta in 1830.
Now that it punids the dust of four of the eccclesiastics
whose work stretched back to the early part of the nine-
teenth century, St Marv's mav be said to contain, as
an imperfect epre 7 oan stone, all that is historically
and pathetienlly  interegting  in connection with the
arowih and advancement of Catholicism in this part of
the world '

At a representative meeting of the Catholic laity,
held in the Contral Club reooms, Melbourne, his Grace
ihe Archbishop presided, and the questions of woays and
means with regavrd to the proposed Cathedral Mall was
discussett., A statement of receipts and expenditure was
presented, which showed that the sum of £4117 8s 10d
had been subseribed up to date, and the debit balance
amounted to about £3000, The estimated cost of the
hall would he over L£L5H000, It was unanimously decided
to proceed with the erection of the hall as soon as pos-
sible. In reply to Mr. Slatterv, his Grace the Archhi-
shop said that non-Catholies would be admitted to the
ciuly rooms, The announcement was received with ap-
pause, His Grace hriefly outlined the aims and objects
of the club rooms. "The boys would he instructed and
provided with suitalile recreation, and nothine left un-
done to mahe the club rooms as attractive as possible
to the voung people of both sexes. In regord to the
men’s ¢lubh. literary and social advantageas would be
mlaced within the reach of tho members, who would have
the privilege of introducing country friends as honorary
members of the cluh.



