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Mixed Marriages

. There is hardly a point of religious doctrine or prac-
tice, however vital to man’s eternal well-being, that
has not been made by those outside the Catholic TFold
the subject of cndless clapper-clawing and more or lesy
violent debate. Dut, amidst all this turmoil of contend-
ing theories, there is one point on which the heads of
all the wvarious Protestant ereeds, as well as of the

Hebrew faith, are in practically full agrecment with us :
namely, in their objection to mixed marrinpes. In the

Jewish Church the logislation apgninst such unions is
cven more drastic than ours. Under a Williamite law 1n
the defunet and unlamented Irish penal code, 3t any Pro-
testant woman, possessed of land to the value of £500
or over, wedded any man without a certificate from a
bishop, minister, or magistrate, that he was 'a known
Protestont,” both she and her husband forfeited their
estates. Any person who gave o Protestant in marriage
to a Catholic was liable to @ year’s imprisonment and
a fine of £20. An Aect passed in the twelfth vear of
George I. imposed the penalty of death without henefit
of clergy upon any ‘ Popish priest * convicted of marry-
ing two persons, either of whom was a Protestant. Dy
an Act of the nineteenth year of George IT. all such
marriages were declared null and veid. And ti1l1 1870
it was a crime punishable by two wears’ imprisonment,
or a fine of £500, for any priest to celebrate n marriage
between two Catholics if either or both of the contract-
ing parties had mnot been Catholic for at least twelie
months beforchand. We may add that in the Orange
lodges to this hour expulsion and all its attendant dis-
abilities await the ' brother ' who marries, or even keeps
company with, o Catholic girl.

*

A few wecks ago, at Newton-le-Willows, {the Protes-
tant Bishop of Liverpool poured a salve of hot-shot at
marriages between Anglicans and Catholics. In his view,
those mixed unions operate to the benefit of the Catholic
faith and to the disadvantage of Anglicanism. The
Catholic Bishop of Liverpool (Tr, Whiteside), however,
put o different, complexion upon the aflair in o subse-
quent discourse in the same town, and backed up his
contention with figures which are of intercst to us n
these countries and add g fresh justification—if that were
needed—for the attitude of strong disapproval with which
the Church regards unions between persons of different
faith. “ From the returns of the Newton mission,’ saud
Bishop Whiteside, ' there were 144 mixed marnages n
a period going back it might be fortv jears, and n all
those cases Catholics  entertaomed the very  strongest
hopes that the non-Catholies nould come over to  the
Catholic religion. Dut in how many cases had  that
hope been realised 7 Tnoonlv 13 ecases  In 331 cases they
had not resulted in conversion to the Cathohie Chuich
Had there been any cases m wwhich Catholics had become
Protestants 2 He  was sorry to say 44 Catholics had
become  DProtestants  No  woender the Church detested
mixed marriages  What could o priest say when a girl
talited to him about the hope of conmversion with thowe
figures before him ? And the figures were  ohinost  the
same throughout the drocese  The priest might say, and
with truth, to anvone who spobe of consversien, thut
there was st as much hlehhood of a Protestant  be-
commg a Catholic as a Cathelic becommng o 1 rotestant
And s0 thoy could judge of the past  There were no
less than H7 childien the ssue ¢! those 43 nrived  mae-
riages, and they were being brovght up as rotestants
No wonder the Chureh hated and detested such nrarriages
when she saw her children bemng lost in thalt way. 1t
wans the duty, therclove, of the pments to put  down
their feet when therr children hept company with those
who were not ot the faith,”

*

Statisties that appear in Dr. Williams™ ¢ Christian Lafe
in Germany ' (publrshed o 18497), gne substantially sona-
Jjar results. Eaceptionally—and owimg m & great mea-
sure to the possession of o contalogue of 1ovue good
gualities by both parties to the contrict— nrwedd  mar-
riages may turn out well  But the comnon eaperience i
these countites as it Germany s this o that no form of
religions behwt henetits by them | that, taden altegether,
Christiamty 1s the loser and mdifTerentisin and infidehty
the ultimate gwiner hy Lthose ill-assorted wmons, the par-
ties to which are out ot tune with each other m those
gacred beliefs and emotions which shoald penctrate and
dircet every thought and act ol their lives.

Rough on the Stage Irishman

One of the peculiarities of the French theatres is the
corps of paid clagueurs whose business it is to bestow
upon the actors, at judicidus intervals, a warm measure
of that applause which js supposed to be a stimulus to
noble mnd> 1t is a bad principle that does not work
Lbotit  ways, like a double-cnded ferry-hoat. And the
coarse degeneracy of the French stage of late years gave
setiator Beranger the idea of organising a hissing bri-
gade, on the lines of the clagueur corps, for the purpose
of discouraging the growing indeceney of dramatic repre-
sentations in the gayest capital. ' Truc stage censor-
ship,” said the Senatar to a representative of the New
York ‘ Herald,” ‘ has become such a mockery that I have
favored avganised hissing. No law permitting hissing
is needed. Buying a ticket gives the right to hiss. The
prividege is undisputed. But one man’s hissing starts
a 110t, and he is  ejected as disorderly. Right-minded
men and women must act together. ‘Then the police
will not dare to interferc. There is a sort of freemasonry
among authors and rournalists here, and often the latter
produce the worst plays, as no help comes from that di-
rection,’

+

A somewhat similar organisation has been created by
the Irish societies 1n New ¥York and Philadelphia for
strewing the path ol the ‘ stage flrishman ' with thorns
and spikes and broken glass. Their first organised  ef-
forts were directed against a coarse caricature entitled
‘ Mcladden’s Row of IMlats.’ The * demonstrators,’” how-
ever, went far beyond the modest and reasonahble cam-
paigning methods of Senator Beranger., They pelted the
periormers with apples and vegetables ; they shelled
them with over 200 conspicuously ancient egEs ; they
rainted the stage pig and donkey an odorous and drip-
ping yellow, landed an omelette in his car, smote the
rermillion whiskers of the loud Yahoo who played the
part of the Irish p'lecceruan, damaged the green beard
of the ape who took the part of McFadden, and chased
the  slatternly, drunken ¢ Irishwomen’ off the stage
anndst a stene of great excitement. A few nights later
the * play * was repeated in Philadelphia. 8o was  the
demonstration  Over-ripe  egps and other promiscuous
missiles are, net, however, the wost effective melhod of
dealimg with the sometinies mdecent, alwavs coarse and
vidgar and apish  valels  who hold up hishmen  and
lrishwomen to ridicule and dersion upon the stage. CIf
the Liish people,” says the Boston * Pilot,' cannot cut
off this duty stream of nmumorality and insult they are
themselves to blame. Amm at the pochets, not at the
heads, ol the enemy , the shillelah s nlayed out ; the
mwovern Ittsh weapon, the hoxcott, 15 the thing , absent
tivatuient 15 the medicine

»

The ssing hrigade or o departure en masse  from
the hall s effectinve where—as sometitnes happens  even
at Catholic evncerts i New Yealand—iterns e sprung
upon the audience that are a 1ough and diotic burles-
e upon g laithial and sorelyv-tied Catholie people. W
hope that sowmethmeg piactical will come of the action
taten an the matter by the U A C B S, at their  recent
cottetence m oSydoey, ot the motron of one of the New
Zoaland delegates It s also about tine thay the stago
Jew should be taken by the poll and bundled  off the
It s We o have no stage Eneslishman or Russian or
Irenchman or Scotsman But all those dramutic carico-
tires that pubhicly hold up any race or ¢lass o the conl-
Imunity to contempl should be suppressed as dangers to
the public weal as real as those of tiphowd or the bu-
honmie plague

MAKE N MISTAKE !—You may fancy a cough s a
trivial affair, but unless you take precautions you  will
imd 1t rapidly develop 1nto something very scrious, Take
warning, therefore, and at the Orst symplowm of irowole
try TUSSICURA, which cveryone who has once taken it
achnowledges 10 be the only certain remcdy for com-
plants of the Throat wnd Lungs. There will be no &-li-
culty in oltaming it, as all Chetuists and Storekeepers
heep TUSSICURA, and you should wns:st on having
that and nothing clse.—w#x

MYIENRS and CO , Dentists, Octagon, corner of George
stieet Thev wrarantee highest elass of work at moder-
ate loes Theyr artifical teeth give genernl satisfaction,
and  the facl of them supplying o tempotary denture
winle the wuwms are healing does awav with the 1necon-
remence of bemp months without toeth They manufac-
tine a singie wrtilical tooth for Tlen Shillings, and sets
cquaily moderate. The adonmstration of nilrous-oxide
gas s also a greal hoon to thoese needing the extraction
of a touth  Head advertiscment.—*#
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