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Irish News.

ANTRIM, — Breaking Away. :
Alderman Lawther, D.L., the High Sheriff of Bel-
fast, has apparently emancipated himself from some

curious Belfust notions about Irish aflairs. He is old
enough 1o remember the famine and the terrible exodus.
‘ When I look back,” he says, ‘ over the heartrending
acenes, of the sailing of ships wilth emigrants from Bei-
fast and other Irish ports, my heart burns with shame,
sadness, and regret to see the old tumber brigs, or ships,
turned into passenger vessels, without ventilation, light,
or any switable sanitary arrangements; the emigrants
having most of itheir own food packed in barrels, their
own bedclothes, bundled into a dungeon—to face an At-
lantic voyage—of 70 days’ duration.” Mr, Lawther docs
not hesitate to place his finger on the cause of all this
Irish distress, which has gone on to the present day—
English povernment. ‘ Irish officials appointed by one
Prime Minister after another, since the Act of Union in
1801 to the present time, I estimate.’ he says, ‘to have
cost imillions upon millions. No qualification or fithess
for office ; solely political influence to begin with, wind-
ing up with the usual pension. Fancv.” Mr. Lawther
adds, “such an army to provide for, to enumerate them
to compel a return of the money so spent under one
bead or another, this Board, that Board, and so on,
from one sop to meet a crv, so-and-so geta this grant,
with the usual political officials attached, and their pen-
sions following, and then another cry is raised, with the
like results, leaving the great Land question as far off
a final settlement as ever. The past history as shown
has been a system of patchwork. Is it any wonder, with
such a history, we have the present position of  Irish
affairs 7 *

CORK.—Mr. Davitt’s Returit,

A hearty and well-deserved welcome (says the Free-
man's Journal’) awaited Mr. Davitt when he again
touched Irish soil on his return from participation in
the arduous and successful mission in America. The
Cork branch of the United Irish Leapgue expressed the
views and foelings of every Nationalist m Ireland in the
eloquent tribute to Mr. Davitt's life-long service in the
Irish cause. His description, in his reply, of his experi-
ences on the other side of the Atlantic was eminently
encouraging. While the fight is maintained in Ireland,
America subports it with cordial sympaib-- and sub-
stantial aid. 1t s only by apathy or disunion that
sympathy can be alienated. Mr. Davitt paid a special
tribute to the services on the mission of Mr., Dillon,
whose health broke down under the strain of his exer-
tions. In an interview with our reporter, he expressed
his view that, apart from the general contributions of
the organisation in America, from the {fteen meetings
which Mr. Dillont and himsell had addressed as much as
£10,000 might be expected, Ar. Davitt brings good
news 1o Treland, and finds good news before hitm,  The
organisation grows in strength from day to day. 1f
American support be dependenl on the encrgy  of 1he
home movement, theh American sympathy is secure It
ouly nceded the tonic of coercion to cenclude and com-
plete the work of rcunion and organisation in Ircland

DUBLIN.—The * Irish People ’ Prosecution.

The appeal of Messrs. McCarthy, O’'Dwyer, and Hol-
land, editor, manager, and publisher, of the * lvish
People.” against sentences under the Cocrcion Act was
heard in the King's Bench Division, Dublin, en December
20. The sentence of two months’ imprisonment in the
case of the editor was confirmed  Tn the other two cases
the judgment of the magistrate was set aside.
Proselytising

His Grace the Archbishop of Dublin presided on Sun-
day, December 21, at a largely-attended mecoting at the
Sacred Heart Home, Drumcondra, and delivered an un-
portant address on the working of the Protestant
proselytising system, which aims at the kidnapping of
the children of the poor. It was, he said, a trafhie which
its conductors must feel to be debasing, and it was all
but inconceivable that they could be so ighorant of the
firkt principles of Christinn moralitv as not Lo knoew it
was sinful. 1t was surprising that no authoritative pro-
test had come from the responsible pastors of the reli-
gious body in the supposed interesis of which it was
carried oun.

A Successful Teacher.

The unexpected has happened this year in connection
with the award of tho cup presented bv Mr. William
O’Brien, M.P., for presentution to the Natioral teacher
whose pupils secure the largest number of passes in Irnsh
in the examinations of the National Board The cup
has been awarded to St.  Andrew's National School,
Great Brunswick street, Dublin, and the teacher who
has succeeded 1 winming the trophy is Mr. Patrick J.
Byrne, a member of the Keating DBranch of the Gachic
League, who a year and a half ago knew only a word or
two of Imsh. He presented 85 pupils, all of whom pas-
sed. Mpr Hickson, Ardamone, Lispole, (Jount}" Keryv,
came next with 84, and Mr. 7', G'Scannell, Ballingeary,
County Cork, third, with 83 successful pupils. Mr.
Scannell has been the holder of the cup for some years,
having wrested it from Mr Hickson in '99, and retained
it since. He and Mr. Hickson have practically kept the
trophy between them since it was first presented by My
O’Brien, and it ts rather significant to find a metropoli-
tan school winning it from them now,

The Palestrina Choir,

The Palestrina Choir, due to the munificence of Mr.
Edward Martyn, are about to take over the musichl ser-
vices in the Pro-Uathedral, Dublin. Mr. Vincent ©'Brien,
who has trained the choir for the past. four years, will
be the musical director, and Mr. Brendan Rogers will
retain his position as organist, a position which he has
so capably filled for the past fourteen years. As the ap-
pointment of Mr. O’Brien will nhecessitate his transfer
from St, Saviour’s Church, Dominick street, the Domini-
can Fathers have sécured the services of a most accom-
plished Engl_lsh musician, Mr. S. Myerscough, as Orga~
nist and choirmaster,

Death of a Canon.

. The Very Rev. Canon Keon, parish priest of
view, Dublin, died on December 22, after a prolonged ill-
ness. Canod Keon was ordained priest in 1856, and en-
tered on his duties in the diocese of Dublin immediately.
periods ina Clontarf, Arran-~
guay, and Westland row, and was appointed parish priest
ol Fairview in 1879, and in 1885 wad made a canon of
the archdiocese of Dublin. 'The deceased was an able
and zealous priest, who, throughout the long years of
his inissionary tabors, devoted his whole life to the ser-
vica of God and to the improvement and elevation of
his fellow creatures.  He was warm-hearted and kindly
in disposition, and imbued with a true spirit of Chris~
Lan charity. Canon Keon was loved and esteemed by
bis parishioners, and was very popular with all classes

ol the community in Fairview and its neighborhood, ir-
respective of creed or class.

A Good Record,

Smnce its foundation, some 18 years ago, the Sacred
Heart, Home, Drumcondra, has been the meﬁns of rescuing
more than a thousand children from the grasp of pro-
selytisers, who, under the guise of charity, induce pov-

enty stricken Catholic parents to part with their helpless
offsprings,

Parliamentary Vacancy.

Mr. Lecky, M.P. for Dublin University, has placed his
resignation wmn the hands of the Provost with the an-
pouncement that he will not be seen ngain at Westmin-
ster. Several candidates are in the field. Mr. Sey-
mour _Bus_he, K.C., pledges himself not to take office of
anv kind if clected, =~ Mr. Campbell, K.C., formerly mem-
ker for St. Stephen's Green Division, and present Soli-
citor-General, will also stand. Other candidates are Mr.

Arz,hur Samuels, K.C., and Mr. Ormsby Hamilton, bar-
rister.

GALWAY.—Archdiocese of Tuam.

T]'IO parish priests of the archdiocese of Tuam met in
the Cathedral on Decentber 23 tor the purpose of yrecom-
wending g successor Lo the late Most Rev, Dy, MacEvilly.

E‘he Most. Iiev. Dr. MacCormack presided at the elec-
on,

KERRY.—The Tide of Emigration.

~ The baneful tide of emigration (says the ' Irish

Weekly 'y has left 1ts lamentable marks in an especial
mauner in many a district throughout Ireland, but
scarcely anywhere mote than in Kerry have 1ts evil influ-
cnces been experienced and deprecated. The number of
cunigrants who have left those districts each year 18, to
sy the least of 1t, simply appathing, Man+ as are the
Louching exhortations {rom responsible  persons in
America, as well as lrom both pulpit and platiorm at
home in Ireland, concernming the perils of emigration, vet,
sad to relate, those exhortations seenungly  have no
appreciable eficct.  Onward they go regardless of the ad-
versities, both physical and hinancal, which many of
them must inevitably encounter in, the land of the stran-
ger, not speaking of the moral side of Lhe question  at
all, Those circumstances have naturail-- produced a
dearth of laborers in those districts, with the result that
were 1t not lor the introduction and utilisation of machi-
rery, farmors would find it pracireally lmpossible to pro-
secute agricultural operations under existing circumstan-
ces.  Unfortunately the dearth of lahorers occasioned by
the exodus of emigrants has not enhanced to any appre-
cible extent the financial or materiat cireumstances of
those who remain at home, as machinery has to a con-
siderable extent dispensed with many features of manual
labor. Lack of industrial development is another potent
factor instrumental in the promotion of emigration from
those districts.

TIPPERARY.-—Death of a Clonmel Man,

Mr. Felix O'Neill, a veteran of '48 and '67. died re-
cently at his residence, Lisronagh, Clonmel, apred ]2
years. The interment took place on December 16 in the
famuly burial ground, Ballyneale.

Destructive Fire in Thurles.

A few days before Christmas a destructive fire took
place in Thurles, resulting in damage to the extent of
about L£G000. The ocutbreak occurred in the shop of
My, P. Rahill, of the Square, and from there spread to
the premises of Mr., Maher. ‘he shops of Messrs, Dea-
con and Ryan were also injured. As the fira accurred
during the night, and had taken a strong hold before it
was seen, nothing was saved from Messrs. Rahill's and
Maher's premises. Great sympathy was felt for the suf-
ferers, and on the following day a subscription list was
opened, when the Archbishop of Cashel gave £30 and
Messrs, Kirwan a like amount.

BEATH AND CO.,

DRAPERS CHRISTCHURCH.

& Are worthy of onr Buppord



