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is to train the fingers so thoroughly on the Clavier that
when they go to the piano it will be easier and more
natural to produce good effects than bad ones. Wishing
to-advance with the age in musical and educational mat-
ters generally, the Sisters have adopted the Virgil Prace-
tice Clavier, and it is expected that ilarge numbers will
avail themselves of this opportunity of lcarning this, the
most excellent method of pianoforte playing.

WEDDING BELLS.

BMITO-—ELEATON,

A matrimonial allianee hetween members of the famij-
lies of old settlers invariably occasions more than ordi-
nary interest.  This was particularly noticeable on
Thursday, January 15 (says the ' Kaikoura Star ') when
the marringe of Mr. George Smith, third son of Mrs. W.
D. Smith, to Miss Johanna BEaton, seecond daughter of
Mr. G. Eaton, look place at the Church of the Sacred
Heart. ‘The edilice was thronged with well-wishers of
the contractmg parties, the assemblage including repre-
sentatives of all denominations here.  The Rev. TFather
Golden performed the ceremony. The bride, very becom-
inglv attired, was escorted hy her brother, Mr. .John
Eaton, ju the ahsence of her father, who was indisposed,
and she was attended by Miss N. Eaton as hridesmaid
Mr. Frank Shnth acted as groomsian. After the cere-
mony the happy eouple and a host of friends repaired to
the residence of the hride’s father, the departure from
the church being a most enthusiastic * send-off ' for the
gallant ' Sixth Contingenter ' and bis bride. Some 130
friends partook of the wedding breakfast, which wns a
capital sample ot itish hospitainty. The alter peceed-
ings were of an exceptionally joyous character, dancing
and song bemg indulged in for some hours, The health
of the ' bride and bridegroom ' was fittingly honored
with nmiusic and cheers, while the highly esteemed mother
of the bridegroom and the equally respected and genial
father of the hride were accorded musical honors The
numerous angd costly presents were much admired.

OBITUARY.
— .
REV, FATHER MACKINTOSH, PARNELL,

A press mossage received from Auckland on Monday
reported the sudden death of the Rev., Father James
Mackintosh, of Parnell. The immediate cause of death
was stated to be syncope, the result of hemorrhage.—
R.IP.

MR, JOHN EAVENEY, OTAUTAU.

It ja with sincere regret (writes an Otautan correspondent)
that I have to record the death of My John Kaveney, which took
place at hig residenee, Strathmore, Otautaw, on November 27. Mr
Kaveney wae, perhaps, one of the oldest residen‘s in the district,
and certainly one of the oldest residenta of the Catholic commu-
nity here, and his death at the comparatively early age of 59 years
was generally regretted, Feeling reference was made by the Rev.
Fathers Walsh and Sheehan 1n their respective churghes, Deceased,
who was a native of Grangemore, County Roscommon, landed at
tha Binff in September, 1864, then a young man of 21 years, and
after bearing the heat and the burden of che earlv days, contract-
ing and carting to Kingaton, he settled at Waicola 20 years agn,
and removed to Strathmore some 10 years back, where he resided
till hindeath, Deceased was well known inall parts of Southland, and
was highly respected for his sterling honesty and large-heartedness,
He was » patriotic Irishman, a great lover of his native land, and a
practical Catholic. The interment took place in the Otautan Ceme-
tery, and the funeral was attended by mourners from all parts of
the district. A wife and one daughter aged 15 years are left to
mourn their loss, and to these, in their sad bereavement, the sin-
cerest sympathy is extended, —R.LP.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND.

(From our own correapondent,)
January 29,

The Very Rev, Father Fitzgerald, O.F M, returned on Tueaday
afternocn from Hamilten, where he conducted the retreat of the
Bisters of the Mission, Last evening at 5t. Mary's Convent, Pon-
sonby, he opened a retreat for 1idies of the diceese. It is Father
Fiizgerald's intention to stay for some time in this diocese,

Rev. Father Croke returned at the end of last week from the
Whaika'o, where he has spent some months, Father Croke is staying
at the Mater Misericordize Hoepital, Rev. Father Tormey, of 8t,
Benedict’s, is also an inmate of the hospital, suffering from &
slight attack of typhoid fuver, but is, I ipily, recovering, and may
agon be enabled to leave the institution.

There wore gathered at St, Mary’s Convent during the holidays
eighty Sisters of Mercy from many paita of the diogess,

The Bev. Father Hickson, S.M., of Reefton, who had been
attending the retreat of the priests of the Archdiocese of Welling-
ton, arrived here to-day from the South on a short vieit to bis
relatives.

The Matiet Brothers returnel last week with one addition to
their number.

Signa are evident of a stirring battle at the municipal elec-
tiona over the question of runaing the electric cars in the city on
Sundays

Rev. Fathor O'Reilly, of New
for & ehort sy ¥y aw Bouth Waler, has gone tn Rotorus
Inspector Cullep, in sharge of our provineinl police forse, was
thrown from hia borse at Te Ku 4, in the King Country, lnst Thurs-
d+y and injured lns' right hand, necessitating his keeping it in a
eling, The inspector’s numetous friends throughout the Colony will
:;g:a:hito l:ea;.;e of thedmit]ient, but they will be pleased to know
a 8 courteouns and zealons officer j i in-
capacitated from pioad zea oer is mot lik 1y to be long in
Mr F. 8, Igoe, a very old member of the Hibernian Saciety,
paseed awny last week, and was buried last Sonday afterncon at
']\X)al:akzll::t: ll;o;mehery.b Hla! lIio;dship Dr Lenihan, the Hon. J. A,
e number of Hi i iti
at’.t,el'lded the faneral—R.1P Prmiang and & large body of citizens

_Alderman Thomas Gilmour, J.P,, of Roockwood, Rydney, acoom- -
panied by his wife and daughter. arrived from the Bouth last Thurs-
day He has been four months in the Oolony, most of whioh was
gpent m_Chr:st.ohu_tch. He is one of the fouunders of the Hibarnian
Society in Australia, and to this day takes an sotive interest in this
highly commendab ¢ organisatior. He was loud in his praise of
the members of the Cl_lrigtchnroh branch for their kiad and generous
treatment of him, W.tulg in Auckland be was waited opon by several of
the officera of the district and branch, and society matters were dia-
cuesed with muck interest, Mr, Mrs and Misa Gilmonr lagt Bunday
were ehown over the Bishop’s palace and grounds, which they ad-
mlred‘, and Bubsequently over the convent and grounds of Bf,
Mary's. Mr Gllm(!lll’, before leaving by the Mararos for Sydney
last Monday eveving, said one great advantage in travelling from
place to place was to find kind and warm- hearted brother Hiberniana
eager to make your stay pleasint. Nothing ocourred during his tour of
New Zealand which gratified hiw mors than his recaption by his
brother Hx_bermana, and he would with p'eisure make this known
in Australia. MrGilmour's eldest son, Brosher Lawzence, is a pro-
minent member of the Marist Brothers in New South Wales, and
was for a long time at Hunter's Hilt College, and is now in charge
of the orphanage conducted by the Brothera in Sydney,

TIMARU

(From our own correspondent.)
February 2.

A meeting of the congregation was held on yesterday
adter the 11 o'clock Mass to consider the advisableness
n‘r altering the hours at which Mass 1s celebrated on
i‘\\llll(iil}'.‘s. the Hev  l‘uthier ‘I'ubinan heing in the chair,
I'he present hours are 9 o'clock and 11 o’clock, The
latter hour was not altered, but it was decided  that
firsl Mass be celebrated at 8 a.m. n futuwre instead of
9, the change to comnence on Sunday, 15th February.

The parish  schools re-opened to-day. In the Dro-
thers” School Brother Martin, from Christchurch, sue-
?'\lou(is Brother Charles, who has been iransferred to
Naper,

Much interest has been tuken in making Timaru a
port of call for the direct stewmers, and ot a meeting
held on Friday last at the Harbor Board oftices it was
showr that 1t was leasible and possthie to gel, the Jar-
gt steamers to cull here provided the local importers
co-operated on wccunulating their shipments. The char-
man of the Harbor Board explained that the present
extension, when completed, would permit of vessels of
the largest draught cailing, With present  accommoda-
Lion 1t 15 hikely an endeavor will be made 1o have a
menthly service from home, the steamor calling first at
Port Chalmers and then with o hghter draught coming
on to Tinavu. Thiy will be a great boon to Timaru im-
porters if successfully arranged.

How many have found ‘the weather’ a friend in need
when rdeas are barren  The weather is also a rebef to g
correspondent desirous of filling a column, and who, hav-
my exhausted loeal topies. falls back ujon :t to supply
the complement. 1t 15 an ever-ready auxiliary to bLoth
speaking and writing, so that it is unly right U e weather
shoutd have its revenge for being over-aaciknoved and
and should make a comununity feel 1 15 1ne al)-important
subrect of the day Such s the positivn :t has gaincd
in this district at this particular time, and men who
thppantly talked about the weather previously now men-
tion tWMe subject with sericus consideration, And why ?
1t holds the fortunes of many in its hands sand has the
power’ fust now of apportioning to the small and large
landowner alike a peaceful or a sleepless pillow Since
I wrote last the weather went on an excursion ; started
sontewhere near Dunedin, visited Waimate, dropping hail-
stones as large as pigeons’ egos, and having evidently
exhausted itself for the nonce went out ta sen via Maki-
kil to receup its energies The farmers of Tinuuu are
to he congratulated, as the storm passed on. and, strik-
g in again on the Ninetv diue Beach, met inland a
howling nor-wester. According to an eve-withess the
cmbrace between hoth gales was terriflie, and resulted in
a cyclone which waltzed gaily along in a himited track
to  Ashburton, spendmg a gay time as it went, amongst
fences, straw stucks, galvanised sheds, chimmney stacks,
and unstable house roofs, leaving mementoes af its visit
as 1t went along., Tn  Timaru evidences of the storm
were noticeable. but onlv as a sort of skirmishing on
the outposts, tulling that a battle was ragine near at
hand.

—

The great summer sale is now in full swing at Messrs
A, and T. Inglis, George street, Dunedin, and will con-
tinue until Saturday. February 21, Patrons are  pro-
mised immense bargains in all departments....
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