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Rev. Father Melnerney, S.J., in recognition of his
servicas in South Africa, has been gazetted hcnorary
chaplein-captain to the Federal forces.

Mr. C. Regan, of Tamworth, has been honored by
his Holinesa the Pope, who, in recognition of the ser-
vices he has rendered the .hurch, has conferred vupon
him the golden cross of the first Order of * I’ro Xcclesia
et TPontifice’ The cross and diploma from Rome reach-
ed the venerable Bishop of Armidale on Christmas morn-
ing, and the investiture will shortly take place. The
! Catholic Press ’ understands that Mr. Regan is Lhe only
layman in the Commonwealth who has been decorated by
Leo XTIY. with the gold cross of the First Order.

On the occasion of his recent visit to Parramatta his
Eminence Cardinal Moran e¢alled upon the Right Rev.
Monsignor Rigney, ol Prospect, who for many months
has been in feeble health, mainly the effect of old age.
We (* Freemnn's Journal ’) understand that the venerable
prelate personally received his Eminence with all the dig-
nitv and vivacity he might have exhibited 20 vears ago.
The Cardinal, who had but recently left the grand old
Pontiff of the Vatican, must have Dbeen impressed with
the intellectual vitality of this purple-robed nonagenarian
of his own archdiocese.

The norithern transept of St. Mary's Church, Ridge
street, North Sydney, has been enriched by o group of
Dbeautiful stained-glass windows lately completed by the
famous English irm of John Hardman and Co. to the
order of the family of the late Mr. Thomas Dalton. The
windows not only form an enduring memorial to o de-
ceased parishioner, but add another artistic beauty to a
church upon which piety has already expended much
taste.

The Sydney ‘ Catholic Press ' gives the following
particulars regarding the late Father McEnroe, &S..J..
whose death was reported in our last issue ;—The de-
ceased priest was horn in County Cavan, Ireland, on
July 21, 1834, and he entered the Society of Jesus on
August 9, 1865. Before that date he had been president
of St. Patrick’s College, in Cavaen. Two of his brothers
nre priests. One I8 a 7ealous missionary in  Ameiica,
the other is a distinguished Vincentian Father in Ash-
field, N.S.W,, who i3 at present in New Zealand. Father
McEnroe came to Australia in 1877.

Miss Amy Castles has booked passages for herself
and her yeounger sister. Dolly, by the F.M.S. Australien,
which sails “trom  Melbourne on February 19. She in-
tends to resume her studles at once under her former
teacher, Mons. Bouhy, and to give herscif very earnestly
to work. Miss Castles declares that she owes it to the
Australian people as a debt of gratitude that she should
strive her hest to perfect herself in her art, and she has
dechned two flattering offers from  American managers,
and an invitation to tour South Africa in order thai she
may devote all her time to study under the bLiest mas-
ters in Europe.

Those who know the Minister for Lands (Mr., W I
Crick) intimately (says the * ¥Freeman’s Journal '3, know
that beneath an affectedly rough exterior he 1ides a kind-
Iy hemrt, and that he does more chavitable acdts hy
stenlth than anv other man of his profession in the
Commonwealth  The Sydney  Daily Telegraph ° tells o
story on Tuesday. wherein a small bov was observed in
the cell at the Central, and was upotted’ L+ My Cricl,
who was there on professionnl business, Finding the hov
Tooking miserable in the cell, he inguired what he wuas
in for, and divcovered he was loeked up for ihe heinous
erime of throwwg stones. Mr. Crick then appeared  ior
the defence, the boy was wrraigned, the magistrate Rt
him a lecture and fined him 5s. This was paid by the
diminutive culprit’s counsel, 1the King’s New South Wales
Minister for Lands. and he went his way rejoicing with
3d in addition ‘to buyv loullies’ .

1t is gratifving to be able to report (sayvs the * Free
man’s Journal’) that vhe venesadle 1hahsp o1 Mo ol s
rapidly  recoiermg  from  the injury 10 his  foot
sustained on the oceasion  of the harbor 1c-
ception  to the Cardinal, His Lordship  hasg
simee then  heen restimg at  the  house of the
Vincentian Fathers, his only regret being that he could
not he amongst his own neople at Christmas. Dr Mur
ray was so far improted as to he able to celebrate AMass
oa Christmas Dav and each mornng since then., Avnart
from the injury to his foot, his Lordship 1s in excellent
health, and hopes soon to be in his own  dioeeso—nl-
though 1t woutd be dillicult to say which New South
Wales diocese is not Dr. Murray's

A relwrn has heen prepared hy the New South Wales
Consus Office, showing the birthpluces of the people  of
Australin and New Zealand, 'The native-born Irishinch
in Australia are ag follows '—New South Wales, 29,915,
Victoria, 61,482 ; Queensland, 37,686 ; Scouth Australia,
11,245 ; Western Australin, 9862 ; Tasinania, 8SB8T :
Commonwenlth, 184,037 ; New Zeuland, 43.524 : Aus-
tralasia, 227 561. Working these figures out (says the
" Catholic Prees ') we find that the percentage of native-
born Trish te the tlotnl population of the respective
Siates are as follows @ Queensland, 7.50: New Zeuland,
5 63 ;1 Western Australia, 5.35; Victoria, 5.12: Noew
South Wales, 4 32 ; Tasmania, 2 25 ; Commonwealth of
Australia, avarage 4.9 ; do, with New Zealand added, &
per cent. Throughout Australasia there are 9685.622
Catholics, an excess of 738,061 over the native-born
Irvish inhabitaats.

Friends at Court

GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR

January 18, Sunday.—Secord Rarday sfter the Ep'phany. Feast
of the Holy nawe of Jewus.
" 19, Vonday, —~St, Cannte,
" 20, Tuesday.—Snivt Fabian and Sehastian, Maxty rs.
o 21, Wednesduy.—* b Apnes, Virgin aad Martyr.
” 22, Thuoraday.~Ssints Vincent and Anasturios, Martyrs,
" 23, Friday.—E pousal of the Blersel Virgin Mary.
" 24, Basurday.—St, Timothy, Bisiop 2nd Martyr,

——

Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus.

5t, Paul tells us that Our Lord ‘humbled Himself,
bhecoming obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross. For which cause God also hath exalted Him, and
given Him a name which is above all names : that at
the name of Jesus every knee should bow of those that
are in heaven, on earth, and under the earth.’ The ob-
ject of the Church in instituting the feast, which we
celebrate to-day, was to bring before her children the
sacredness of the name of Jesus, and to make ntonement
for the sins of those who use jt irreserently.

Saints Fabian and Sebastian, Martvrs.

St. Fablan was Pope from 236 to 250. He was a
contemporary of the Emperors Maximian, Gordian,
Philip, and Decius. Under the latter's reign he) sufiered
martyrdom. He confirmed the deposition of Privatus, an
Alfrican bishop, who had been condemned by & synod of
90 bishops at Lambesa in Numidia for many gricvous
faults. Ye assigned the seven districts of Rome to seven
deacons with as many sub-deacons, who were to assist
the notaries in recording the acts of martyrs, To Fa-
bian Origen addressed a letter in defence of his own
orthodoxy. An ancient tradition ascribes to this Pope
the founding of the seven Gallic Churches of Toulouse,
Arles, Tours, Paris, Narbonne, Clermont, and Limoges,
o which he is said to have sent respectively Saturni-
nus, Trophimus, Gratianus, Dionysius, Paulus, Astre-
monius, and Martialis, as missionary bhishops.

St. Sebastian, surnamed the ‘Defender of the Church,’
was born ot Narbonne, France. He was captain of the
Pretorian Guards under Diocletian, encouraged the
martyrs, and was himself put to death for the faith at
Rome in 288. He was shot by wurrows, and was sup-
posed to Le slain, but vecovered, and was {inally beaten
tn death with clubs and buried mear the Catacombs of
8t. Calixtus, which later on took the name of the
Certuetery of St. Sebastian,

St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr.

St.  Agnes is one of the best known of  the many
martyrs whom the persecutions of the Roman emperonrs
gave to the Church, St. Jerome, quoted bv  Alban
Butler says: ‘ The tongues and pens of all nations are
emploved in the prajses  of this saint, who overenme
hoth the cruelty of the tyrant and the tenderness of
her age, and who crowned the glory of chastily  with
that of martyrdom ' She was hut 13 years of age at
the Lime of bher glorious death m 304,

Samts Vineent and Anastasius, Marlyrs.

These two asaints, though commemorated on the same
dav, suffered at different {imes and in distant countries,
S Vincent, a denrcon, was & native of Spain., Alter en-
during torments that weie well-nigh  incredible, he died
of his wounds at Valentia, A.D. 804.

St Anastasmis, a Persinn monk, after having been
cruelly tortured, was strangled in G628,

Espousal of the Blessced Virgin Mary.

Tn this feast we commoemorate the providential earae
with which God assigned to the Virgin Mother and her
Divine Child, in  the person of St Joseph, a faithful
guardinn and protector in the neecessities and trials of
their daily life.

St. Timothy, Bishop and Martyr,

St Timothy, who was a disciple of St. Paul, had
heen Bishop of Ephesus for more than 30 vears, and
imally erowned his saintly life LY o marlyr's death In
AD U7 He was horn at Lystra, Lveaonia, and be-
came first Bishop of Ephesus in 63, In conscgonee  of
hus opposition to the celebration of a feast in honor of

Diana he wag stoned to death. We have iwo cmstles of
5t I'aul Lo Timothy.

For absolute strength, extreme simplicity, freedom
from weak or undesirable points, and abundance of excel-
lent working features throughout, Fxcelsior Ploughs are
unrivalled, They will do perfectly the work that can ba
expected of any plough, and are guarantoed to give
satisfaction in any soils where a plouch can work at all,
no matter how tough and difficult the work. They have
extra length of land beam, specially made mould boards,
and steering gear of the most complete and approved
kind. Revolving swivel stecl circular eoulters. Double
furrow, £11 10s3; three furrows, £186 10s5.—Moriow,
DBassett, and Co., sole agents in New Zealand for Cock-
shutt farm dmplements —wes
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CASHEL STREET, CHRISTCHURCH, Fashionable Drapers,
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