
(From our owncorrespondent.)
January 3.

The first week of themissionin theTe Aroparishwill be(riven
to thechildren.

A mission will be given by the RedemptoristFathersinPal-merston North, beginning on the 18th inst.The Very Rev. Father O'Farrell, C.SS.R., leaves on Monday
morning forMasterton, where he will preach the Retreat to the.Sisters.

MissP.O.Leary. formerly of Blenheim, was married toMr WDarrooh, of Wellington, onNew Year's Day atSt.Joseph's ChurohRev. FatherGralerneperformed the ceremony.
The Very Rev. Dean Hoyne, of Hobart,is spending a shortholiday in Wellington. The rev. gentleman, whois in charge ofthe Mount Magdala Asylum, Hobart, is a guest at the Te Aropresbytery.
The children's picnic, which was postponed from New Year'sDay on account of the rain,is beingheld to-day at Belle Vue Gar-dens undermost favorable circumstance*. The children assembledat St. Mary of the Angels' and, headed by Jupp's brass bandmarchedinprocession to the Te Aro station where, accompaniedbythe clergy and the members of the Christian DoctrineSociety they

embarked on a special train. At the Thorndon station thechil-dren of that part of the city joined them. Arrived at thegrounds an extensiveprogramme of sportß ie beingproceeded withnnder the supervision of the Marist Brothers' Old Boys' Associa-tion.

LOWER HUTT.

(Promanoccasional correspondent.)
December 30.

The Catholicsof the Huttand Petoneheld their annualpionioon boxing Day in the Very Rev. Father Lane's grounds. The pic-
nio turned outa verygreat success, notwithstanding die'downpourof ram in themorning. However, therain ceaeed about 10.30 a.mand sunshine took the place of fertilising showers. The people
attended ingoodly numbers to enjoy the various games. The chiefattraction whs the tug-of-war, Hutt versus all comers, for whichtheprize wasa box of cigars givenby Mr Casey. This was won by
the Petone team. Horn-pipes, Highland fling, Scotchreels, sword dance, and other Gaelic dances formed the principalgames of the day. Ihe old and young indulged inseveral races
got up for the occasion. The Right Hon. the Premier,Mrs Sfddonand family arrived in the afternoon, and were loudly cheered andwrlcormd to the BportH. The Premier was ho delighted with thelittle bi y Hayes who danced the hompipi that he congratulated
him and gave him a prize. He was aloso pleased with the fire
convent yirls who danced the Scotch r.el in costume that he gaveFathpr Lane a pubstautial sum to distribute among the young
dancers. A special feature in th« afternoon's programme was the
oieningof the ladies' cricket rratoh by the Premier, whobowledthe fir»t bdl to Mips Dennehy. The Huttladiesgained the victory
o\er the Welli"«toni»iriH.

The refmhment stalls werepresided over by MesdamesLynch
Wildnniih. an<l the Mi«*ee Deut.ehy (2). the teastall by Mesdames'Nazir,Cnnollv-. Sulliva >, and Hayes,all of whomdidexceedingly
good work, an-! dei-erve ihp warmest praise and sincere thanks.The Premier left about 5/jO, and departedamidst great cheering.

words sufficient to eulogise the charm of Irish music.
St. Aldhelm had attained considerable eminence among
the Anglo-Saxons for performance on the harp;but hehad learned the art from the Irish monks. Giraldus,
however, awards the palm to Ireland.

'
The attentionof this people,' he writes ' to musical instruments Ifind

worthy of commendation ; their skill in these matters
being incomparably superior to that of any other nation
Ihave seen.' He expresses his admiration for

'
the ra-

pidity of execution,' ' the intricate arrangement of the
not^s,

'
and 'the melody so harmonious and perfect,'

which Irish music displayed ;and he was struck with
the performance of the Irish musicians, who, he says,
know how 'to delight with so much delicacy, and
soothe so softly, that the excellence of their art seemed
to lie in concealing it.'

Poetry seems to have gone hand in hand with music.
Warton, in his

'History of English Poetry, attests that"' even so late as the eleventh century the practice was
continued among the Welsh bards of receiving instruc-
tions in the bardic profession from Ireland.'

111.
The period of Penal Laws may justly be considered

the Martyr Ago of Ireland, and throughout this whole
period of three centuries, from Henry VIII, to 1800,
three things stand prominently before us :—:

—
1. There was no device of wicked ingenuity left un-

tried to rob the people of their faith.
2. No nation has ever exhibited greater self-sacrifice

und heioisni for the preservation of their faith.
3. Throughout the whole period the Holy See was

the one untiring friend of our suffering country, and
Rome was the secure refuge and home of the Irish
exiles.

This period of persecution recalls the sufferings of
the early Christians, the martyrdom of Ignatius and
Polycarp, of Agnes and Agatha, of Cecilia and Fabiola,
of Lawrence and Sebastian ; and it is no less unques-
tionable that it recalls the fervor, the constancy, the
heroism, the victories of the first ages of the Church
The altars were cast down, the churches were burned or
appropriated to alien worship, the people were reduced
not only to poverty, but to the condition of ser fs and
slaves. As regards the clergy, they tasted unflinchingly
of the bitter waters of persecution, thov led li\es of
poverty, and died in most cases in loathsome prisons
or on the scaffold. Suffering and exile and death were
their heirlooms. It was only in secret that Mass was
celebrated, only under shelter of the darkness of night
could the consolations of religion be brought to the
dying, and the Sacraments administered. Yet these dut-
ies were faithfully discharged.

Terrors of E\ery Kind.
surrounded those heroic men They li\ed in disguise,
and continually walked in the shadow of death; but noth-
ing could chill their fer\or or damp their courage. In
the eyes of the persecutor, thei.r conscience was their
crime , m tho sight of heaven their conscience was their
crown Thie martyis of the eaiiv Church died in the
arena with thousands of spectators witnesses of their
gloi ions combat but too often angels alone saw the
Irish pi icsts with then de\oted Hoc'-s ciiicll\ butchered
on the hill-side, or in the lonely woods, oi in the dis-
mal dungeons.

AVa\o alter w,t\e of ]cisedition swept o\ er our
country Confiscations and sufferings were the lot of
the people— they surrendered all, but the\ would not ic-
nounce their glorious faith. Mhe Penal Laws pursued
their ■*ict mis w ith

Malignant Jngenuitv
into e\ cry detail of life. For instance " the Catholic
heirs ot a Protestant landholder were disinherited, and
the estate tiansfened to the next Protestant lelation'Papists ' weie incapable ol pinchasing lands, ot taking
leases for any term o\er .SI ,\eais , and if the piofit on
the farm exceeded one-thud oi the lent, the possessor
might be ousted and the proieity \ested in the Protes-
tant 'disco\eier

' As regards the lorleited estates,'Papists ' weie allowed to dwell on them only as lab-
orers or cottiers, \ ro\ ided their tenenic nt did not ex-
ceed m \alui1 tlmj rent o) HOs a >ear rlhey were lined
£120, or two months' niipi lsonment lor not acknowledg-
ing when and w Ikm c Mass was celebrated, who and what
persons were piesent, when or w her c a pi lest schoolmas-
ter resided The law on education, after the prohibition
ot Catholic education at home, enacted that, if any sub-
ject of Ireland should go, or send any child or other
person, to be educated in any Popish urmeisit\, college,
or school, or m an\ prnate lamily beyond the seas, or
if such child should, by any Popish pet son. lie instiurtcd
in the Popish religion, or if any subiects oi Ireland
should send mone\ , etc towaids the maintenance of
such child, or other person, alleady sent or to be sent,
every such offender should be fore\er disabled to sue in
law or equity , and, besides, they should torfeit all then-
estates, both real and personal, during their- h\cs These
are but a Jew ilems of a malicious code, the best cal-
culated to exterminate or degrade a people that the per-
\erse ingenuity of man has e\er de\ ised

The Cloil'V
were in a special manner pursued by the aeents of per-
secution Bishop after hishon, archbishop after archbis-
hop, in all the Sees of Ireland laid down their lues to
guard the heritage of the Faith and pieser\e the liberty
of the Church of St Patrick

WANGANUI.

(from our own correspondent.)
January 1.

On Sunday last— the Feast of the Holy Innocents—^
Rev. Father ()'Sullivan took advantage of the presenco
of three priests to have Solemn High Mass celebrated,
liov. Father Huault sang the Muss, and Key. lathersO'Sullivan and Tymons (Wellington) acted as deacon
and sub-deacon respectively. Rev. Father Huault prea-
ched for the fourth time during his short stay here on
Sunday evening, his text on this occasion being from
St. Luke 1-48, 'For behold from henceforth all genera-

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [faursdav, January 8,1903
An Irish priest in the United States has penned ashort poem on the priest of those penal times :'

His altar was an uncarved rock,
The Priest of Penal Days ;

His choir, the waves upon the lough;His incense rose from flow'rets wild
His temple, Nature undefiled,
His acolyte, a peasant child—

The Priest of Penal Days.'
His garden was the lonely moor,

The Priest ot Penal Kays ;
His bread came from the poorest poor ;
He scorned the earth and ail it gave
His mansion was a gloomy cave,
His goal, a glorious martyr's graye

—
Grand priest of Penal Days.'

(To be concluded.)
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