
His Catholicity.
Mr McCarthy wascute enough to see that ifhisbook had

todepend for itssaleon nothing but its own merits it would
fallvery flat and soheadopted the ingenious thoughunscrupu-lous scheme of posingbeforethe world as a pious and orthodox
Catholic in full communion with hisChurch so that, professing
as hedid to speak of Catholicaffairs from within,he would be
accepted by theProtestant public as anhonest andreliable if
unwilling witness to the abuses he so violently condemns.Accordingly at the very beginning of his bookhe loudlypro-
claimshisCatholicity. 'lam a Catholic,1he writes, «lam anIrishman;Ihavea right tospeak.' Againand againheputs
forward this claim, speaking of himself continually as aCatholic,or as a Roman Catholic, and referring repeatedly tothe priests as our Roman Catholic priests in order to further
reassure those who, on reading his diatribe, might not un-naturallybe disposed tobe sceptical. A veryfewextracts from
thisprecious book willserve toshow our readers precisely what
sort of aCatholic Mr McCarthynow is. It is not too much tosay that his work is oneelaborate, though at timesincoherent,
attack not onlyon the Catholic priesthoodbuton all the mostsacred doctrines and practices of the Church. Thus he main-
tains that the Papacy was foundednot byChristbut by the de-
creeofadissoluteRomanEmperor;thatthedoctrinesof the Mass
and the Sacramental system, as preached in Ireland, have
deniedthe efficacy of the one real sacrifice of Christ on theCross, unless followedup by make-believesacrifices, repeated
as the price of sin for a pound sterling, and that be-
quests for Masses arean attempt tobuy off the Almighty and
are the most objectionable form of charity. He describes
Catholic observances as useless, as mummery and mystery
and unintelligible gibberish; Mass itself as unedifying and
unsatisfactory;and Expositionof the Blessed Sacrament,per-petual adoration, and religious processions as mere idle de-monstrations, ostentatious formality,and religious curiosities.
A sermon by Father Kane on Transubstantiation is described
by this self-styled 'Catholic

'
as so much 'unnecessary andthreadbare trash.' The simple countrypeople hearing Mass

appeartohim'herdedtogetherlikeanimals,coughing,sneezing,
expectorating,all eagerly impatient for the brief formal Mass
to be over.' Of the practtce of Confession Mr. McCarthy
writes:c It sets a premium upon vice by the ease and fre-
quency with which it can be forgiven. It explains why every
country whichprofesses the creed is ina state of stagnation.1
As our readers know anyone who thus rejects the expressteachingof the Church ipso facto ceases tobe a Catholic. If
Mr.McCarthy is, as he claims to be,a Catholic, he is a Cath-olic of much the same stamp and standing as Maria Monk,
Chiniquy, or the preciousSlattery himself.

McCarthy as Irishman.
After our exposure of Mr McCarthy's 'Catholicity

'
our

readers will r.ot expect very much from Mr McCarthy as Irish-
man. They willknow exactly what to expect and it willbe no
surprise to them whatever to be told that he is a verypure-
bred specimen of the 'Shoneen

'—
acharacter the very thought

of whichmakes agenuine Irishman mad with indignationandshame and a t>pc of being which is happilybecomingmore
and morerare in Ireland. One specimen of Mr McCarthy's'patriotism '

\viIbesufficient. At a time whenIrelandhasbeen
placedunderacoercion regimewhich, forbrutal tyranny,isabso-
lutely withoutparallelinany partof theEnglish speakingworld
this defamer of the Irish people wtitesthus:—'The British laws are in force in Ireland;andthe same
laws prevail in prosperousProtestant Irelandas in degenerate
Catholic Ireland, without an iota of difference. Nay, more;
the laws in force to-day in Catholic Irelandare the same laws
wri h are in force in Middlesex, Glamorganshire,Lancashire,
and Lanarkshire. If a combination of Londoners, or of Pro-
testant Irishmen in Antrim, were toproceed to put the 'plan
of campaign

'
into operation for preventing- theexercise of his

legal right by a common creditor, the laws would be en-
forced against them, and in all essentials they would be put
to trial and punished just as are the tenantson the De Freyne
eslate.'

And this, as the Sydney '
Freeman

'aptly remarks, is
writtenby an Irish barrister who has presumably heard of the
London Dock strike and the Orange ruffianism of Belfast!
Gratitudehas been definedas 'a livelysense of favors to come,'
and that hits off the evident sentiment of Mr McCarthy
towards the British laws and the beneficent British Govern-
ment in Ireland.

The Book as Literature.
Apart from the unscrupulous fraud of the author of"

Priests and People in Ireland
'
in deceiving the Protestant

public by posing as a Catholic, the whole get-up of the work
brings home the fact that it was made to sell

—
and it will sell

The Australian Drought.
The latest Australian files tohand announcethe break-up

of the long-drawn agony of drought that has for so longparched and tortured the principal States of the Common-
wealth. It has beena fearfulandruinousexperience,andnonebetterthan our friends across the sea can more fullyrelish the
poetry and music that lies in the welcomepatterof the long-
expected rain-drops upon iron roof and weatherboard wall.Someone has remarked in a South Americanworkof fictionthat it is only writers who have seen the brown, parched
plains and the hecatombsof dead sheep and cattle, and thestarvedand thirsting survivors of flock andherd, that can put'beef ' into this sort of poetry. What thedrought has meant
to Australia may be in "c manner learned from the figuresquite recentlypublishedbyMr.T. Livingstone,M.L.A.,as to
the effects upon the future of Victoria—the state that,of alltheotherson thegreatisland-continent—- was scourgedleast by
the 'sky of iron and theearth of brass.' InVictoria,accord-ingtoMr.Livingstone's startling figures,the damageaffectedan areaof no less than 25,000,000 acres, which waspracticallynon-productive. The area in question was settlea upon by
2r 7,000 people, who were undoubtedly the bone andsinew ofthe country. Taking an average value of stock which hadbeen lost by death, horses represented £146,700, cattle£ l9s>93°tl 9s>93°t sheep £308,000. Last year (he continues) the pro-
duction of wheat was 2,703,000 bags, which, at anaverageof
12s perbag,and aloss this harvestof fully 90 percent., repre-
sented £1,459,620. Othercerealswere inproportion to wheat,
and the total loss to theState through drought was no lessthan
j£3i775'000« The indirect ft>ss, too, was enormous, and it
wouldbea most difficult task toreplacewhathadgone through
a drought unparalleledsincethesettlementof Australiabywhite
people.'

OUR SCHOOLS.

ST. DOMINIC'S COLLEGE.

The annual breaking-np ceremony in connection with St.Dominic's College took place in St.Joseph'sSchoolon Wednesday
eveningof lost weekin thepresence of a very large audience, HisLordship Bishop Yerdonpre ided, and there were also present Very
Rev. Dean Hoyne (Hobart),VeryRev. Dean Folep (Cnristcharoh),R^v. Father Murphy, Adm.,and Rev.FatherO'Malley.

The pupils were grouped on the Btajre, which waa taste-fuMy uVeorated, the whole making a pretty picture. Dari gthe eve.ing1 a programme of rare nurit, consisting of ltermof vocal and instrumental mueio, a recitat on, and a kin-
dtirgarten ppiele, was oontribut d by the pupil', whoacquitted themselves in a manner worthy of tin high re-
putaion which the college enjoys as an educational osntre,
andcreditablealike to performers and teachers. The fr quentap-
plauseshowed that the audience thoroughly appreciac t»a high-
claw programme whichwassubmitted both fur their pleasure and
criticism. That the musical portion would be of ahigh order of
merit waa geaerally anticipated, considering the success of the
pupilsat the various examinations held under the auspices of the
London college*,ana itis almost unnecessary tocay that thehighest
expectationswetemore than fully realised.

The programme openedwith a bright chorusby the wholeofthepupils. This was followed by a pianoforte duet, 'Cabaletta'
(Lack), wa'ch waa playtd evenly and with good expression and
execution by the junior pupile, the performers being MissesCollins
(2),Callan, Gawoe, Morrison, and Byrne. The only voo&Isolo on
the programme, 'Hash my litiie one' (.Bevignani), wasgiven by
Misft.T.Duriamuir, and was received with warm appreciation. An
instrumental trio by Miss Thompson (violin), Miss Montague
('cello), Miss Paton (piano), was fairly well played. One of the
best items on the programme was a recitation,'The Bivouac fire,'
which was given with clear enunciation and finished dramatio
effectby Miss KathleenCollins. It was excelcut for such a youth-
fulpupil and her Btyle might be copied with»dvantage by many
adult reciters. The action song and dance by the kindergarten,
with their bright pretty dresses, was not tbe least effectiveitem.Inher violin solo Misa Thompson displayed a knowledge of
teohnique and good training. Miss Montague maintained her

NEW ZEALAND TABLET
both itself and the peoplewho buyit. The London 'Times'—anauthority which no onewillquestion— refers to thebook,asaliterary production, in the following terms:-~

-
t"■'Mr M'Carthy's newbook is, like itspredecessor,an un-tidy andclumsilycomposed volume j its style is.poor and1pre-tentious,and on a rough calculation the book .has aboutasmany split infinitives as there are priests in Ireland.. Thedominatingidea,which isagain theevil character ofecclesias-tical authority in Ireland, gives "Priests and People inIreland asort of intellectual unity,but materiallyit isslip-shod andincoherent.'

The Dublin 'Leader/ after referring to Mr M'Carthy's
weak and uncertain English,closes with the cruelremark that,
1as an illustration of what anti-Catholic education cando,hisbook should rank as a classic'; and that is really all thatneedbe said about thematter.

Since then his career has been thatof abriefless barrister,whohas earned a permy
—

honestor otherwise
— bypublishing

purplestories of the Church andpeople to which he still claims
to belong.
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