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Presentation to Very Rev. Father
O'Neill, Milton.
- e ——

From the Limerick papers of QOotober 15 we learn that on the
revions evering an intercsting ceremony took placa in 8t. John's
smperance Hall, when the Very Rev. James O'Neill was made the

recipient of an address snd handsome set of vestments, the gift of
the parishioners of Bt. John’s. The rev. gentleman is a native of
Bt. John's parish, and for the greater part of the year has been
home on vacation from New Zealand, the scene of his epiritual
lahors, Heis now (says omeof our Limerick contemporaries) about
to return, and the revidents of St. John’e have avaued themeelves of
the opportunity to mark their respect and admiration for their
distinguiche<d fellow-citizen by a suitable snd valyable gift. The
presentation included & ret of gold vestments, richly embroidered
in fine gold and silver, with a medallion of the Sacred Heart form-
inp a deviee on the back of the chasubie, which were made at the
Convent of the Good Shepherd, Clare street, and are a very hand-
rome piece of work, ard refiect very great credit npon the convent,
The alb, whick wae also worked at the convent, is made of rich
Limerick lace, and ia of very beautifnl derign,

The chsir was taken by the Mayor (Mr. J. Barry). and among
those present were the Very Rev,J, O'Neill, Rev, J. Grifin (U.C,
Bt, John's), Rev.J. O'Shea (C.0., do), Rev. RB. Fi-zgerald (C.01,, do),
Rev. Father Lynch, C.S3H., Vory Rov. Dr. Watters, 8.M. (Reotor,
Marist College, Dublin)} and a large number of prominent and rep-
repentative laity, professimal and commercial, of the ciry. His
Lordship the Bishop of Limerick gave his hearty and practical sup-
port to the presentation. .

The proceedings were opened with a concert, at the close of
which the Mayoer enid they had essembled to pay a deserved tribute
to a clergyman whose labore in the camse of religion in a foreign
land bad been crowned with the greatest possible snccess {applause),
who, since his return to his nsative country and city, had endeared
himselt to the bearts of everyone (applanse). Irishmen were not
ungrateful, especially towarda those who went forth to a foreign
conntry, amidet strange faces and strange people, and there labored
in the cause of the religion for which our forefathers fought and
foll (applause)., It should be a pleasure to Father 0'Neiil to sea
around him the people of St. John's parish to show the rev. gentle-
man_ the respect and esteem in which he was held by them
¢applanse), He was surethat many of their fellow-countrymen and
women, who had been driven From their own land, had been helped
along the rogged path by Father O'Neill, and that these people and
others were now looking forward to his speedy reture to New Zoa-
land. Omn behalf of those present he wished Father ('Neill o safe
voyage back to the land of his adoption, health and happiress,
and hoped he might be spared for many years to carcy on the good
work., The presentation they were now making would in futore
days remind Father O'Neill of the happy time he had spent amengst
them in his native city (loud applause).

The address, which waa beautifully illnmioated by Messrs Guy
nnd Co., was enclosed in & maseive giit frame, It was original by
reason of the fact that the address was rendered in Irish as well na
English, and contained some very fine local views. Mr John O'Don-
nell baving read the addrese in Irish, Mr John Sheahan (both of
whom acted as hon, scoretarier) read the address in English, which
was a8 follows ;—

Address and Presentation from the Parishioners of 8t John'y
Limerick, to the Rev. James O'Neill, P.P, Milton, Otago,
New Zenlsnd,

Rev. and Very Dear Father O'Neill—We canmot allow you to
pass from our midst, sfter a bappy eoj urn in your uative city,
without giving deep expression to the scntiments of mingled grief
and joy at your departore, You huve for the rhort time that you
have been amonget us, by your rare gualities, singnlarly enaeared
yoveeelf to ecach and every one of us, Yet, though we have to
regret your departure, still we cannot but rejoice that after a holy
life spent in the interest of the spiritusl and temporal welfare of
the prople of Milton, Otagn, New Zealand, we now eee it crowned
by the splendid ond ¢difying work you Lave accomplished for the
Holy Faith in the Jend of jour adoption. The services which
you have rerdxd in furthering the Gaelic revival and industrial
movements are highly apyprecisted by all. We pow, dear Rev.
Fatker, beg your acceptance of this addres-, as an expression of our
regerd spd ertcem for jem, together with the eccompanying pre-
sentaticn, snd this we hope you will weor for many years to come
in health ard bappiness. Revererd Father, it only remairs for us
to with you & pleasant voysge to again re ume your spiritual
miniatralious of charily, piety, and zesl in the vineyard of thbe
Lord,

Bigned on bebaif of your faithful friends and fellow-parizh-
ioners,

’ James ¥. Barry, Mayor ; John O’Donnell and Jobn
Bleabun, bon, seca. ; Patrick Hurley, hon, treas.;
Thomas O'Meill, Jobn @rifin, John Doyle,
James Greaney, Donut Cantrell, Patrick M¢In-
erney, UD.C.; John Harley, Daniel Clanoy,
Thomas Greo, Joseph Qninn,

Father O'Neill, who was rcceived wi'h enthnsissm, said his
feelir gs on that occasion would have to be interpreted by their own
thoughts rather than by any words of hia, The faot of their con-
cealing frum him their intention to make such a presentation nntil
the last mement made it imperative on h.m to fall into line with
the practice of svuiding useless taik uow taking place in Ireland,
The time for tulking bad gove in Ireland-—the time for action bad
come (applaus ). Hewasgladio see there many faces he had known in
the years of his boyhood, A great many had. nodoubt, passcd over *o
the majority, but that was s fate that would overtake them ull, Heo
was very prateful for their kindress. IIs could never forget the
kindness of the pricste of Bt, Juhn's—he was alweys a welcome

fuest at the presbytery and trested by them sa a brother snd a
friend, In New Zeuland it had sometimes been suggested to him
cu oceasions, when he was galled on to addross various societios, to
speak on the eubject of Limerick and Sarsfield, and there was no
stbject he liked to epesak abont more, The epot where they were
standing, the site of the Temperance rooms, was historie. It waain
the vicinity of that spot; that the Irish women distingnished them-
selves centuries ago in the canse of Faith and fatherland (applause),
They had also very near them in 8t. John's parish a place which waa
thesubjeot of many a good natured song in pocial gatherings all the
world over—desr Garryowen (applanse), That air had heen heard by
kim through different parts of America, Australia, New Zealand,and in
different places over Barope. The melody tovohed the benrts of all
Irishmen, and bronght buck the recollestions to dear old Ireland.
He ehould again ray he did not know what he had done to deserve
such a gift, There might be pome reason for it, if he had Isbored
amongst, them-—the moral of the whole thing was that the best
parishin the world tobeborn in, wasSt, John'a (laughter). Hethanked
the Mayor, the Rev, Fathers, and his friends, the Rev, Dr., Watters, who
for many years had previded suocessfuliy over an edusational estab-
lishment in New Zenland, whom he waa glad to see preeent on that
cccasion (applause). He thanked the committee who had taken the
matter in band, and whoexperienced nothing butspontaneity from the
parisbioners. He should carry out their wishes in wearing the
beantiful vestmenta they had presonted him with, and which were
a credit to Limerick workmanehip. Wherever he weont he would
show in them what Limerick could do, He underatood that the [ace
had been exhibited at the Cork Exhibition, and was one of the
fineat pieces of Limerick lace ever shown. He shonld take ocohsion
to point out what could be done in Ireland in such matters, He
wished the Irish revival and Industrial movements in the ommta
the heartiest euccess, and that it would go on proapering un
Ireland would be able to keep st home all her own children, and
wouil win back again much of the populstion she had lost throngh
induastrial sonditions over which she had no control (applanse), Father
O'Neill referred to the working of the Irish clase in New % N
where, he said, the rosary for some time past had been said in Irish
in some of the churches, and the old people still retained, and
loved the language, He then, by way of conclusion, addressed a
tew worde in Irish to the andience, the purport of which was that
in the conrse of o fow years in Ireland, it the people eontinued
zealous in the Irish labngusge, that it wonld be spoken in the
churches, in the streets, and in the honses of the people (applanse),

On the proposition of Mr Ralph Nash, scconded by Mr S, Haat-
inge, 8 vote of thanks was passed to the Mayor for presiding,

Luter the Yery Rev. Father 0’Neill and othera were entertained
at supper in the Temperance rcoms, Scngs wers contributed b
Very Rev. Father O'Neill, Rev, Fathor Griffin, the Mayor, and Mz
Ralph Nagh, and an enjoyable evening was spent,
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ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON,

rte—

(From our own correspondent,)

December 13,

The Rev. Father Kimbell, who has been on & holiday in Aus-
tralia, left Sydney on the 10th inst,

The Rev, Father Murphy, 8.7, arrived by the Monowai on
Thursday from Australia, Hs is to preach retreats in the Sonth,

Exposition of the Blessed Bacrament was held at 8t Mary of
the Angels’ on Bunday last,

The sonual picnic of the children attending the Catholia
schoole wiil be held at the Dellevue Gardens, Lower Hutt, on Box-
ivg Duy. The committee have made patisfactory arrangementa for
an enjoysble day's ontiny.

Fecling reference was mede in all the churches on Sundmy last
to the ate Father Malone, tor whom the prayers of the congrega-
tion were specially saked,

Rev, Futbers 0'Shen, Mahony, Galerns, and Holley, who ledt on
Monday morning to attend the funeral of the late Father Maloze,
returned home on Wedneeday evening. The three first-named were
crdained a: the same time 88 the deceased,

The ¢hildren attending the convent schools at the Lower Hutt
gave the cuntata ‘The White CUat' at the Oddfellows' Hull on
Wedpesday evening last, and repeated it on Friday night at Petone,
The cantata was very creditably performed by the children nand re.
fleated great oredit on those reapomsible for their training. The
following tock the principal parts:— Misses Rudlord, Gray, Salti.
van, Caeey, Garner, and Master Joseph Casey. Several vocal and
instrumental items were given during the ioterval and were
greatly oppreciated.

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH,

{(From our own correspondent.)
December 15,

A large number of children made their First Com-
munion at St. Mary's, Manchester strect, on Sunday,
and were afterwards entertained in the adjoining school-
room by ladies of the congregation.

The Rev. Father McCarthy, C.M., preached at Ves-
pers in the Pro-Cathedral on Sunday last ; the subject

ot his discourss being a pr?ara.tion for the worthy ob-
servance of the festival of Christmas,

RIDE ""ANGLO SPECIAL” CYCLES.



