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Tharsday, November 20, 1902,

kad been present at the ceremony of laying the founda-
tion stone of a Catholic college in thls Colony. He was
resent when the foundatian stone of 8t. Patrick’s Col-
ege, Wellington, was laid. He saw no reason why the
present college, when completed, could not do as pgood
work as the one referred to. He concluded by heartily
wishing the Drothers avery success and prosperity.

The motion was carried by acclamation.

During the delivery of the addresses, collt;ctorn irom
the four city parishes made their way through the people
and got together a sum much over L£100, which wiil be
added to within the next few weeks.

The Garrison Dand, under Dandmaster Hunter, en-
livened the procecdings by discoursing sweet music, not-
ably a fantasia of Trish airs, and the Coronation March,
a composition by Mr. Harrv Hiscocks, the young organ-
jat of St. Patrick’s.

The proceedings ended successfully about half-past
four, and the whole arrangementis werc well thought out
and executed, thanks to the energy and care of Drother
Basil, Superior of ithe Marist Order in Auckland.

Hibernian Society, Christchurch.

&
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(From an oceasional correspondent.)}

A representative meeting of Hiberniana took place in the
Hibernian Hall, Christchureh, on Friday, November 7, to tender to
Bro, Gilmour, of New Sonth Wales, an official recognition of the
services rendered by him tn the cause of Hibernianism, Bro,
Denneby and Bres. O'Rorke and Byan, from the Charlrston and
Kew Hendford branches, were alac present, as alse were many of
the pioneer members of the Christchurch branch,

he president, Bro. D. Edmonds, in rising to offer a very
hearty reception to Bro. Gilmour, of N.8,W, firet thanked the
clergy, the Bros, of the New Headford branch, and viritors for
thelr presence. They were here, he said, to join in doing honor to
one of our Bres, who has had the privilege and distinction of
being one of the pioneers and promoters of Hibernianiem in
Anstralneis, He was fortunately one of those gentlemen who had
brought with kim the best traditions of the old connfry to the
coloniea, It wae for this, if for no other reason, that he offered to
him on bebalf of the branch a ‘cead mile failte, and sincerely
boped that his visit to these shores would have beneficial resulta,
that it would give him & new lease of life, and that he would carry
away with him pleasant memoriee of his scjourn here. Bro,
Gilmour may rest asaured that the seed of Hibernianism which had
been planted in Australia thrivea well in the svil of New Zealand,
That was very apparent when he mentioned the fact that the Bros.
of New Headford branch journeyed about 12 miles to take part in
the function of the evening.

Bro. Sellars, P D.P,, snid the objcot of the pathering was of a
two-fold character—viz, to extend to Bro. Gilmour, one of the
fotnders of the society in New South Wales, u hearty weloome to
Christchaorch, and to present Bro. F, Doolan with a P.P's collar,
Before dr aling with the former, he mentioned that hy a curious co-
incidence another visitor, Bro, Denneby, one of the founders of the
first branch in New Zealand (Charleston), h:d stolen a march on
them and was aleo present, Speaking of Bro, Giimour, he men-
tioned that that Brother was ona of a number of men who in (863
in Albury carried with thera the traditions of the dear Old Land,
and to perpetuate the same had donned the green en the 17th of
March of that year, and sesisted in the foundation of the flrst
branch in New Sonth Wales, The outcome of the sanfing and
jeering at a number of Irichmen in Ballarat on St Patrick's Day,
1861, was the foundation of the H.A C.B Society To his credit
their esteemed visitor had come through all enccessfully, being coe
of those who donned the green in 1861, and that from the day he
joined to the present remained a member of the rociety. That he

as always taken a keen and active part in the welfare of the
sooiety wae fully demonstrated by the fact that he was up to date in
all ita transactions and worthy of their highest respect aud estcem,
On an ooonsion of the kind he made no apology in referring to the
rise and progress of the sooiety im the Colony. From the seed
planted by these men three branches eprung in 1870—Charleston,
Greymouth, and the Thames, Then in 1873 and 1474 eleven more
off-shoota were formed-—Aunckland, Dunedin, Invercargiil, Christ-
ehuroh, Hokitika, Akaros, Lyttelton, Oamaru, Nuseby, Onshungs,
and Wellington. According to Imat returns there were now 27
branches fiourishing, Thix, he thoupht, was sufficient preof, snd
must be bighly gratifying to Bro. Gilmour thai the seed he helped
to*plant was sound and of the right color. It was also gratifying
to Enow that the first three branohes planted were still healthy and
wvigarous, and that they had in their midst the venerable Bro.
Denunchy, one of the Charleston's firet members. In connection
with the progress of 1he society he hoped it would not be deemed
egatistical on his part when he claimed that the Christchurch
branch wae the most progreesive in New Zealand, The principal
avd moet useful reforms introduced within the last 13 yeara
emanated from this branch. He named among them the formation
of one district for the Colony, the sliding soale of contributions,
direct representation and movsble meetings, and also the formation
of female con.ingents, He wounld like alco to mention, as a coinci-
dence, of conrge, that the E.D. in Melbourne had in each case fol-
lowed New Zealand in introlucing the sliding scale of contributions
and direct representation, Referring to the financial status of tha
sooisty, he said that at the annnal meeting of the wociety held in
Melbonene in 1807 he read a fabulated statement setting forth tha
smount per member in the different distriota, This placed New
Z-aland st the bead of the list, consequently il the registrar's
opinion that the financial position of the New Zealand distriot was
not good, it followed that the other distriote in Australia are bad.
Notwithatanding that the E.D. officere and inflaential men in Sydney
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assored him the aotuaries had reported favorably on their respec.
tive dietriots, he felt snoh was not the cass, and urged them to take
the matter up and thoroughly investigate it. As an answer to cavil-
lera ma %o the noprofitableness of sending representatives to
there mesetings, be might eay the sprinklinpg of mus-
tard meed he had dropped when in Bydney bad alresdy
borne fruit, sa in & year or two after his visit, the district had, eo
he wae informed by Bro. Gilmour, decided to inorease its contribu-
tions by one penny to twopence per member. He apoligised for
referring to these matters, but maintained it waa in the interest of
every member, that the soviety, am a whole, should be in a round
poeition. A reference to the annual report of the Friendly Bocieties
for 1801, somewhat confirmed his contention, as New Zealand heads
the liat of different socisties in Anetralia. in conclusion, he again
referred to the good work done by the pioneers of the socisty snd
snid that what was dear old Ireland's loss, was the golonies' gain,
in _i.w.ving amongst them men of the stamp of their respeoted
visitor, -

Bro. Nelson, a veteran member of the local branch, eaid he was
privileged in being in the company of one who fought so hard to
plant Hibernianiem in Austrelasia., He endorsed heartily what had
been eaid by the president and sacretary. He was pleased alse to
pee present the oldest member of the West Conat, Bro, Dennehy, of
the Charleston Branch, and that one of the oldest members of the
lccal society was present on such an auspicions sccasion.

The Rev. Father 0'Conpel), said he was Fleased to be present at
such a representative gathering. It was pleasing to see present,
gentlemen, who had come through the difficulties of organising and
establishing the H A.C,B, Boclety in Australasin, It was m society,
where not only the trauditions of the old land were k;gt ap, bas
every encouragement given to membere io adhere more jthorcughly
and practically to the principles and practices of onr ﬁoly Faith,
Hiberniaps were true and loyal subjects, He would do bis utmost
to help the cause of Hibernianism,

Bro. Ryan, Preeident of New Headford Branch, waa plessed to
be present ou such an occaeion. It was duty of young men to keep
up traditions of the old land, and inculcatein our fellow men » love
for our ccaantry.

Bro. Lonergan, ope of the pioneer melnbers of the
Christehurch branch, referrad to difficulties experienced
in early days In Australia in reference to the establish-
ing of Hibernianisu:.

Bro. Gilmour, who was greeted with applause, in
responding said it afforded him much pleasure to be pre-
sent ot such a meeting. He thanked the members for
their kindness. Wherever Hibernianism flourished true
friendship would be found. e expected friendship and was
proud to be amongst them. In 1861 a number of Irish-
men met at Ballarnt to honor St., Patrick’s Day. They
were hooted and jeered at, but they only became the
more determined to uphold the honor of their country.
Shortly after o code of rules was framed, and an as-
sociation set up. A branch was formed, Hibernianism
then secmed to take root, and they had successfully
surmounted the difficulties and barriers placed in  their
way from time to tune. e hoped it would continue to
flourish  and  that the very nalne of Ireland would be
treated with respect and love.,  He would ever remember
what had been doue for him while in Chriltchurch. He
was satisfied that  the 1Tibermian Society and Catho-
iimtiy truly flourished there.  Me thanked them most sin-
cerely,

The President then presented Dro. I, Doolan with a
P.P.’s cellar. In doing so he said he had to perform
one af the mosi pleasant duties that had devolved on
him since he tock oflice as president of the branch,
namely, tho presenlation to Bro. ¥. Doolan. He would
ask Dro Doolan to accept 1t, net for its intrinsic value,
hut as a soldier receives his medal and clasp, for the
distinguished secrvices he had rendered to Hibernianism.

Bro Sellars soaud that from the night of his initia-
tion up to thea present time, Bro. Doolan had taken a
kecen and active part i the working of ihe society. He
(the speaker) was always opposed to testimonials given
for passing through the differeut offices, but when a
momber threw hunself heart and soul into it and worked
hard for its welfare then 1t was right and proper that
his services should e recognised.

In conclusion the Rev. Father McDonnell spoke in
praiseworthy  terms  of the  Hibernian  Society. He
thought every young man should be within ite ranks.
Heo thanked the mcembers for the onnortunity given him
to say a few words m {avor of the cause.

During the evening refreshments were handed round,
and a musical programnie gone through.

Your attention is directed to the following SPECIAL
and USEFUL WORKS just added to our library ;—The
Doctor at Home or Nurse's Guide, thus forming a prac-
tical, religble, and comprehensive manual—easily con-
atilted and readily undenstood—of the structure and com-
position of the human body ; the natural causes and
treatment of the diseases to which it i subject ; its
maintenance in health and strength ; and the prolonga-
tion of life, with special direction respecting the various
ailments and disorders of childhood and womanhood.
Edited by Genrge Dlack, M.B.. Edinburgh, and appropri-
ately illustrated. The Amateur Carpenter and Builder—a
complete guide in overy description of construction and
decorative work. A self-aid encyclopaedia for self-taught
students, with 752 illustrations and diagrams, compris-
ing—Elementary Carpentry and Joinery, Ornamental Car-
pentry and onstruction, General DBuilding Art and
Practice 'The Unrivalled Atlas of Mocdern Geography,
for scheols and families, containing 40 maps, with index
to 22,000 names contained in the atlas. Each of the
ahove are GIVEN AWAY with 10h BOOK GIFT TEA.
Ea sure apd ¢rder them from your grocer.—*%s
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