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tha diocese, Dr. Ilsley, presided, a reception and compli-
mentary concert being held later in the day.

Opening of a Monastery.

A Redempterist monastery at Monkwearmouth, Sun-
derland, was opened recently by Dr. Presten, Bishop-
Aunxiliary of the diocese of Hexham and Newecastle. The
building adioins 5t. Benet's Church, and has cost £4500.
It is said to he within a stone’s throw of the spot on
which, over 12 centuries ago, St. Denet founded the Ben-
edlctine Abbey in which the Venerable Bede received his
early monastic training At present there are seven
prieste and five lay Brothers in the residence, but these
numbers will be increased shortly, as thes houss is to
serve as¥ the headquarters of the Redemptorist Order in
the North of England.

Practical Appreciation.

The daily papers (says the ‘ Catholic Times ') have
stated that Mrs. Fielden, of Centre Vale, Todmorden, has
made a donation of £500 to the Extension Building Fund
ot the Training Caollege, Mount Pleasant, Liverpool, con-
ducted by the Sisters of Notre Dame; but they bhave
not, so far as we have seen, mentioned the fact that
Mry. Fielden 13 not a Catholic. Her letter is a remark-
abls tribute to the work of the good Sisters. Mrs.
Fielden says that at a time when methodical teaching
and exact discipline were partiaily unrecognised in ele-
mentary schools, she noted the introduction of both in
those taught by the Sisters of Notre Dame, and as an
ardent educationist in her 83rd year she desires to bear
her testimony to the enormous and widely-circulated
beneflits thus conferred upon the rising generation.

Facing the Future.

In his paper read at the Catholic Truth Conference,
tha Rev. Dr. Hinsley, principal of the Bradford Grammar
School, touched upon a question which is of wvital im-
portance to the prosperity of the Catholic community.
The education, modern and thorough, of the middie class
boys and girls (says an English exchange) is a pressing
necessity ; but how is it to he met? To found new
grammar schools in centres where at present they do not
exist, and that too, in the foce of the nced of financial
aid for the few schools we have already, is a work which
may well,viewing the comparative poverty oi the Catho-
lic body, give even the friends of secondary education
pausa. Still, the difficulty is there ; either we must our-
solves found thesa schools, or our children of Lthe middle
classes will inevitahly be forced to attend schools alien
from their faith, and only too likely, as experience shows,
to prove prejudicial to their religious convictions. Tt
is hard to see what can be done. We have no Carnegies
among us; but perhaps some of our wenlthier members
might. be led to come to the rescue. To build a second-
ary school, or to found burses for scholars in attendance
at one, i8 a most truly and laudable and religious work.
As Dr. Hinsley remarks, the possession of a wetl-educated
middle class is the hackbone of any religious community.
It it is neglected, the result is mmjpurious to the whole
body, which, to employ a medical illustration, becomes
afflicted with an atrophy of the spinal marrow, and soon
ceases to possess a useful orv useable vertebrate column.

FRANCE.—A Dismissal.

The Goavernment (writes a Paris correspondent) are
not pleased with a number of army officers in conse-
quenca of the vordicts of courts-martial in connection
with the refusals to obev orders to expel the nuns, and
as courts-martial will not pasy sentences in accordanca
with Government views, the Minister of War is dismiss-
ing officers against whom nothing serious can ba alleged.
The latest victim is General Frater, who commanded in
chief in Brittany. 1t 15 said that the reason for his
dismissal is the evidence which he gave belore the Nantes
court-martial in the case of Colonel St. Remy. Such
behaviour on the part of the War Oflice is almost incre-
dible. General Frater was summoned hefore the court-
martial as o witness, and as such had to tell ‘ the truth,
tha whole truth, and nothing hut the truth’ The truth
did not happen to please the Government, so they have
dismissed without, warning an able and popular officer,
who had devoted his whole life to the service of hia
country and of the army, and against whom nothing ean
ba alleged, and have even deprived him of Lthe pension to
which his services entitled hun.

Military Trial,

The trial by court-martial of Major Le Noy-Ladurie,
on a charge of having refused to obey orders in connec-
tion with the closing of the schools, was bepun at Nan-
tes on September 27. The court was crowded. The in-
dictment set forth that the accused refused on account
of religious opinions to take command of the company
orderad to co-operates in the execution at Doudrnenez of
the decrees regarding the closing of schoels. The Major
subsequentjy tendered his resignation, but this coming as
late as it did was, the prosccution alleged, tantamount
to a refusal to ohey orders Accused, in reply to a
question, admitted that the fact as gtated in the indict-
ment was correct. 1llis conscience, he said, forbade him
ta take part In anti-religious measures. The work
whick he had been commanded to do was to drive out
women and to break down walls. That was not the role
of the army. The accused further stated he had not
tendered his resignation soconer as he had hoped he
would not be called upon to take any part in the execu-
tion of the decrees. The examination of Witnesses was
then procesded with. General Larnal described how he
had received the requisition irom the Prefect, and had
drawn up an order in the tenor of the requisition.
Counsel for both sides hating spoken, the court sentenced
Major Le Roy-Ladurie to be deprived of his Commission.

RONE.—The Pope’s Health.

Some alarm (writes a Rome correspondent under daté
September 239) was caused in the provinces a couple of
days ago by reports as to the Pope’s health, wired by
Rome correspondents hungering after sensational pars-
graphs at any cost. Needless to say that these almrmist
rumors weére wholly unfounded, as the venerable Pontif
has been eonjoying perfect health of late, and besides
granting numerous audiences has spent several hours
every day in the Vatican gatdens. One of the meat
notable audiences of the wesk took place on Sunday last,
when the Holy Father received Sir Wilfrid and JLady
Lauvier, who were charmed with the cordial welcome sx-
tended {o them: by his Holiness. Sir Wilfrid laurier,
whom 1 saw after the audience, expressed the greatest
delight and surprise at finding she Holy Father looking
so well and strong. ‘ When I visit the Pape,” exclaimed
Sir Wilfrid, “il come away With the impression that, by
some special dispensation of Providence, ha is actually
getting younger instead of ageing.’

SCOTLAND.—Presentation.

Rev. Alexander Mackintosh, of Fort-William, was re-
cently mada the recipient of a splendid presentation from
his flock on the occasion of the silver jubiles of his
priesthood. A deputation representing the Catholics
of Fort-William presented the rav. gentleman with a purse
containing 100 guineas,

SOUTH AFRICA.—Hopeful Prospects.

Dr, Gaughran, the recently-appointed Vicar-Apostolic
of the Orange River Colony, has sent home an account of
his first expevience in his new vicariate. Writing of a
visit paid to Mafeking, he observes that the church is
small and poor, and that the Catholfes ara few, but the
Sisters of Mercy are carrying on a splendid work there
in their schools. Most of the children who attend them
are Protestants. They are growing so numerous that
the Sisters find it necessary to enlarge their premises.
Concerning Cathelic prospecta in Kimberley, he observes
that the work of the nuns for the children is excsllent,
end now the Christian Drothers have entered the field in
the teaching of boys with the greatest msuccess, ‘Thers
i® g decided leaning towards Cathelicit-

UNITED STATES.—Death of an Army Chaplain.

The Rev. William D. McKinnon, UJ.S. chaplain of the
3rd Cavalry, died in Manila, September 24, He was
appointed to the regular army in 1899 from the Califor-
nian Volunteers, and went to the Philippines with one
of the first expeditions.

Diamond Jubilee,

Mgr. Bernard O'Reillv, who was the first priest in
America to celebrate his golden jubiles, iz to celebrate
his diamond jubilee, it being 60 years since he was or-
dained. ‘1t will be the first diamond jubiles held in the
Catholic Church in America,” said the aged ¥Yather. 1
can aspire to no greater honor.” As historian to Popa
Leo XIII. he ranks high among literary eccleaiastics,
and his famo as a literary worker ia firmlv established by
his rescarch in the fields of art, Church and social his-
torv  which he has embodied in the literary labors of a
iifetime, comprising over 20 volumes.

Archdiocese of Chicago

The Rome correspondent of the ‘ Catholic Times®
learns that the Right Rev. Dr. Spalding, the well-known
Bishop of Peoria, has been promoted to the See of Chi-
cago, vacant lyy the death of Archbishon Feehan, Bis-
hop Spalding is o man of great vigor. Last vear, the
25th of his episcopate in Peoria, was of all his years
ong of the most fruitful.

An Indian Mission

BMother Katharine, head of the Order of the Dlessed
Sacrament, who was formerly Miss Katharine Drexel, of
Philadelphia is building a scheol for the Navajo
Indians in the Arizona desert. In a spot remote from
civilisation, 30 miles from the rajlroad, on an oasis of
some 300 acres in the midst of sandy waste, eha will
erect 3chool buildings, Jdormitories, chapel, and all the
necessary adjuncts to a training school for Indian youth,
to be knownm as the school of St. Michael's mission. The
school is heing erected on the Navajo reservation, near
Fort Defiance. On this reservation are 20,000 Indians,
who, whila of less dissipated habits than the majority of
Jundiang, are more ignorant of the principles of Chris-
tianity. This i8 due to their habitual reserve. Thay
have ever held aloof from the whites,

Death of a Priest.

The Rev. Thomas Scully, rector of the Church of St.
Mary oi the Annunciation, Cambridgcport, Massachus~
selts, died on September 11th. A native of Ireland, he
began his ecclesjastical studies in England and continued
them at the Seminary of the Fathers of Charity, in Pied-
mont. He then want to the United States, and distin-
%uished himself remarkably as army chaplain during the

ivil War, a temperance worker, and & parish organiser,
His death is felt to be a great loss. At least 20,000
?eoplei representing  every  creed, were present mt the
uneral.

Catholic Newspapers,

It is gratifying to learn that the Catholics of
Amaerica fully recognise the value of the work done by
the Catholic Prass of the country. ‘We,’ says ons of the
resolutions passed by the Federation of Catholic Societies
at; the recent Convention, ° pledge etcouragement and
support ta the Catholic Press of the pation, and hareby
express our appreciation of itw staunch defencs of Catho-



