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The Catholic Church and The
) Drama.

Mr. Hall Caine, presiding recently
at the opening of St. Maughold’s
Catholic DBazaar, Ramsey, Ysle of
Man, which was attended by Mgn.,
Carr, V.G., and Mgr. Nugentl, said
it would be within the memory of
some of his Catholic fniends that
aften the last time he stood on  a
Catholic platform he was taken so-
verely to task by a club to which he
belonged in London for want of fi-
delity to its Protestant principles.
Heo made no apology for standing on
a Catholic platfopin again. He was
not, there as a Protestant, as a non-
Catholic, ¢r as a politician ; be was
therel af a xitizen wnoshad nothing
but admirathion for the efforts  the
Catholic Chureh was now makuyr n
tho interests of cducation, and could
wish to aid thermn by anv imeans n
his power. Speahing as o dramatist
he recognised thae good  fecling
which  had  nearly alwayvs ox-
istad between the dratiatists
and tThe Romnun  Church That
Chureh  had  been  the  friend  of
ihe dramo in nearly all pgoes i

conntries. Tho English drama in its
oarliestt forms had  probubly  been

made by monks and priests, and the
marality, plays Wero  altnosty cor-

tainly Intended as illusteations  to
tha teochings of the pulmt. When
the drama widened its scope  and

embraced scenes of secular life  the
CGatholic Church still clung to 1L, en-
couraged 11, and guided . The
Church had not been responsible for
what the drama had done n latter
and more Liceuntious days., but  even
at, the drama’s jowest the Church
had held on Lot and tried to Iift
it up. It would bLe allowed by stu-
dents of the drama thal the drama-
tists had reciprocated tho gooedwill
of the Roman Church. Even the most,
liberal of them had rarcly o never
used the drama as a vehicle for abuse
of the Church or of 1ts munisters On
the conirary thoey had nearly adwasvs
treated the priests or Dhishops, the
services  amd  offices of Lhe Charei
with o beconnug resverence o this
connection Mr. ITall Camme msianeed
Shakespeare, who, he sanl, was pro-
bably noft a Catholic.,  Might o al-
ways be so  If the Church was  ta
be dealt with in the drama, 0 LS
oftices were (o bhe andicated, o s
ministers wera Lo Le presented on
the stage, 1oy 1t he with the rever-

ence  that was doe to all saered
things watl  to all the great profes-
sions.
A Contrast.
-
We (Ave Mara) commented  re-

cently in thesa colinns on the con-
trast, between German hberahity  and
Freneh mtolerance in the matter of
religious Congregations A contiast
aqually discroditable to the l{("plll‘-llC
wheremn ' Liperty, eoqnality and fratoer-
nity ' has become a meamnbgless for-
mula, 15 canphasised hy w cirenlar,
whichh the  German Mimster of War
has sent to all mavrison  comnndasnd-
ants in 1the Empire, velatinve to Lhe
obsorvance by the soldrers of dilier-
ent, religious festinals Catholic sol-
diers are dispenscd from @31 militany
servico on Kaster, Dentecostl, Chirst-
mas, Lhe Circunecision, the Ascension
and Corpus Christ: The comunand-
ants are further orvdered to see that,
so far as the demands of che serviee
will  penmit, Catholics i the armv
may obscervo BEpiphany, the ariica-
Lion, the Apnancintion. the Assamp-
tion, thoe lmmaculate Coneeplion,
and the feast of SS Peter and Panl
Moreover, general ollicers are anaths
orised Lo take account of Iocal  re-
ligiious festivalls, customs and usaphs
ael allow their treops Lo take part
theren wheneser the requpenents of
Lho service perunt such participation,
When one turns from fhese genetous
provisiond 1o the pelty t}'l';:ll'llll{'"l‘
proclamations issued by ihe War e

partment of Irance—the ithousund
and one prohibitions that debar Lhe
French soldier from altending to his
religious  duties—ona  is more than
ever inclined io discount the frothy
hrotestalions about  the -+ liberty -
enjoyed by the cilizens of the great
Kuropean Repuhilic.

French Benedictines in the Isle
of Wight,

e

A correspondent of u New York
Episcopalian paper gives the, follow-
ing particulars i regard to the ex-
iled  French Benedictines now domi-
ciled on the Isle of Waght. He SOYS:

‘I have had an opportunity of
visiting Apuldurcombe, 1n thellsle of
Wight where the Denedietines  from
Solesmes  are established. Thew
whole force ameounts to 80 persons,
M these 18 are pniests It 1s  an
ideal place for o wonastery, tuwo
fles drom Vendnor, situated on the
stope of a well~-wooded Till surraun
ded by o park of magntficent old
Lrees T Dbelieve the property  was
Lord Yarborough's ance, bat it has
bhovte Juneh cediced nosize. TIH the
nonks took g, 1t had been an aca-
demy  or school for sonng pentle-
men It seems now to have found
very (tting use A suite of rooms
on the pmoaumd floor has been con-
rerted ito the chapel for (he prine
pal othees . o tirther room < HY
ranved with two or three altors as
side chapels The refectory o ot
right ancles wath these on Che saine
Hoar Above  are  the dormitories
Al other  accommetlation neoded for
the bhrethren, I was apres
ably sorprised to find o him {he
Prior, the <ame  Dom Muguerean
whont T hael vistted five Mt ago ot
Solesines, now promoted Lo be Prooe
of the Order It appears thal thev
hadl heen obhiged, on leaving Soles-
nies, Lo send all he applinnees for
their printing worh nto Bedgnin, as
ibowas too cumbersome to huing to
Eneland Now the work of editie
s ocarried on oot Apuldurcombe  and
when acady Tor the Dress copy s
forwarded 1o Deloann The  work
lad  of course, been iterrupled o
a e, the Prior went on (o savy,
hut had Dy no means heen stopd
There heantiful Abbey ot Solesies 15
ab present oan chares of iwo il -
IS It Wil he ecoithiscaticd by tha
Govetntoeut of Franee and wold g,
there as na sadness among-y Lt
monhs They  looh forwacd T e
are sunnply appiving  the oit-ven e
saythg,  The blood of wantves s
thi seed of the Chureh

A pood deal has been <t of 1 he
repugnance felt ot the i asion,
ws it s termed, of Roman nionast e
hodies nto Enpland Last  year
the Channel Islands paseed shecial
Laws {0 prevent, there Iocalisimg then-
selves an Jersev I Look the O -
Lty of engunimg amongst the -
lagers how then advent Lo Apuldur-
combe v

constdored Clons-
dered ' owas Lthe tepls, 1 andy
hopo thev may stop for ever They

help every one, assiat all g e poor
antdd charitable societ e cuaiploy ol
Lther Lihor on the conntrs sule G
e looked upon as one hest frends

S ¥es U D oaad, C that s natutal
for Roman Catholies

CCatholies Y was ihe EEACN EESTIRT
“there e ordv Lmo here 1L e 2l
—diel Protestants mditforently,  that
Lhey help *

CUUAre ther qerviees atLended by
the peaple ? " 1 ashed

0w dedd neyver anv rooht {fop
Catholics who  1nav come hom .
Histancs ar come late hope  they
will wtay for e, was Lhe conelu-
S )

CANL thewr oflices are earrird on ]

tha  same quret aned malter-of-fact
anner as ot Solesmoes

At this season everybody is liable
to Coughs and Colds. Avoid aly
danger by taking TUSSICURA,

Mr. T. P. 0'Connor.

—_

The London corvespondent of the
Melbourne * Advoeale,” writing under
date Aupust 15, says: I have just
had a chat with Mr. T. P. O'Con-
nor, M.P, for the Scotland division
of Liverpool, who is considering; the
proposal that he should proceed to
Australia  as the delegate of the
Irigh Party in respomse tovan invi-
Ltation from the Mellwourne and Syd-
ney  hranches af the United Irish
League. Mr O"Connor finds some dif-
ficulty in  making up his mind in
the matier. On i{he one hand, he
woaould like to sce Australin and as-
sist in {he coffective reorganisation of
his countrymen thrawghout tho Com-
nwuwealth  On  the other, he is
¢losely Lied to London by long-stand-
ing jonrnalistic CNEEEEUICNLS, Lo I
particular, his widely-popular  and
hsghly-successful weekly puper,
“M.A D dununds his constant edi-
torial supervision I urged hiu  to
mahe  the trip w good six months’
holiday, and painted all thepattnac-
tions  of  tha colonies in the most
glorious colors at mv command. But,
al. present he cannot see his way to
a longer absence fiom London than
three  months, and even that would
entail considerable anxwely and  in-
can enience This arrangement
would Teave only o month for actual
work 1 Austealio. and he asked me
whether it was possible to visit the
princrpal centres of Austiralia and
New Zealand m that time. I replied
that 1t nnpht e done, bhut it would
myojve traselhing at  tremendous
hich pressure Fhis consideration,
howesver,  has no lerrons for T.P.,
who 1s an old campagner, and can
sleepas condortably i a railway
carriage as on a feather bod,

In one of s American tours  he
#\pﬁ on trains for o hundred nights

nnrig, after speaking for a couple
ol hours each  might 0 o hundred
Lowns,  Boefore Lhis Ietter  reaches
Melbowne,  vou will probably know
by cable whether My, O'Connor  is
COmIng ar ot IL 1~ 1 he earneostly
hoped that he will aceept. the invita-
tion e s the front,. vank  of
House o1 Cowmaons debaters, and he
cah present the ¢case fon Trish self-
gorernient with o foree, o flueney,
ard a0 power of aegument and  con-
viction ansurpassidd 1y anv ovaltor of
ane e Al the age of 21 he cama
from heland (o make s wav  in
the wivat world of London, e en-
connlered many provations and  dis-
appontiients  at thoy outset  of  hig
tareer bt he eventually triumphed
over all ohstacles, amd vow at b4
cios s one of  the hehest repuiations
as  auther, jomnabist, and Parha-
entat inn

It s gt refieshung (wrgles a Mels
hotitie correspondenty to nole  Lhe
nenly action of the Mavor of Haw-
thorn anl the whole of hie  brother
councillars e =uufMng out, the Shep-
herd adsentimess Thine  actien ig
thus  reportetl —AL o special moot-
e of the Hawthorn Conneill the
Movor (Cr G Swinburie) mtunated
that o deptation rtepresenting Ro-
man  Cathelie erlizens had  waited
upon i on the prevtons might ab
his residence and obrected to the
focal  Town  Iall betng let Lo Mrs
Maraaret  Shepberd  He understood
That the hall had not heen det Lo
Mi~ Shepherd but Lo o person repre-
seiting her e had, howeser,  con-
stlted some of us fellow-counciilors,
and anstructed the Lown elerk, under
the conditions upon which the Thali
was let, 1o iefund Lhe money and  re-
cline to allow them the use of  the
hall  1Te asked the Coundal to rati-
fv Lis acion Cr Goldsmith moved
Lhat the Mavar™s action e endorsed.
ITe did not agree with leclures heing
delnvered from their Town Hall con-
cermng the religious faith of o large
proportion of theiv ratepaxers  The
motion was sceconded by Cr. Hussell
and carried unanimiously,
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