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St. Joseph's Foreign Missionary
Society.

v

R8s Eminence Cardinal Vanghan is sending the Rev. Father Cullen
of 8t. Joseph’s Foreign Missionary Bociety, London, noross the
Atlantio to continne in the New World the good work he has been
doing in Great Britain. Father Cullen, by his energy and self-
eacrifice, bas won the esteem of all whoknow him, and he is sure to
meet with a cordial reception from the Catholics of
Amerioa, so many of whom are his fellow-countrymen. The
Cardinal bas entrueted him with ar interssting document ir which
his Eminence says -~

‘T warmly commend the Rev. Terence Joseph Cullen, a prieat
of 8t, Joseph's Foreign Missionsry Sooiety, to all whore assistance
he may need. While the small Catholic population of Bogland
generously maintaine and edncates a society of prieste for the
evangelisation of heathem countries, it in npable to support and
develop the distant missionary fields to which these priests are
sont, We are af present training in our Foreign Miesicnary
Colleges over a hundred promising rubjects, and are sending
laborers in tens and twenties into the barveat every year. I make
no appeal to Catholics in America or in other distant lande, to help
ua to carry on thia work, Every church onght to contribute its
contingent of apostolic men to evangelise the heathen. My mppeal
in rather on hebalf of those pagan conntries that are yet unable to
help themselven.

* Weo have been charged by the Holy Sea with preaching the
Gospel to the Maoris of New Zealand, to the Dyaks and head-
huntera of Borneo, to the natives of Cashmere, Kafiristan, and the
Punjeb in Northern Indis, to the Tamil and Telegu races in the
Madres Presidency, and to the natives of Uganda in Central Africa.
We have sent out hundreds of miseionaries full of' zeal and self-
saorifice, but without those material resources that are essensial in
order to establish strong churches among the heathens. Wealth
seems to lie rather in the bands of the English and American Pro-
testant asaociations than in our own. 'We seek mnot resources equal
to theirs, but we are bound to collect of the faithful alms in order
to found our churches in the promising centres to which we are
sont,

' I have, therefore, conceived the idea of inviting Catholics in
conntries that have not yet founded their own Foreign Missionary
Colleges to co-operate with us by giving alms to plant the Church
in heathen countries. By so doing, thoy will assuredly take a sub-
stantial part in the apostolic work which the Church is bound to
carry ont among the unevangelised races, and they will receive the
blessing of those whom they have saved froa perishing and of their
Heavenly Father,

‘T commend Father Cullen to my colleagues in the episcopate,
to the clergy and to the laity, T ask the archbirhops and hishops
whom he may approach to give him their blessing, with liberty to
make known the nrying necessities of the races that depend upon
our seal for enlightenment and salvation.'

The Irish Banks.

>

I7 is somewhat remarkable (eays the London Financial News of
July 28) that three out the five Irish banks which make up their
half-yearly acconnts on June 30 show inoreased profits when com-
pared with the corresponding period of Isat year ; while in the onee
of the other two a material decline is noticeable. The three banks
whose earnings, under generally adverse banking conditions, show
such a welcome expuneion—the Hibernian, Munster and Leinster,
and National Banke—are, perhaps, more intimately connected with

the agricuitural life of Ireland than any of the other sompeting in-

stitutions ; and their present record of ateady provperity forms an ex-
cellent; apawer to the loose and exaggersted statements which have
recently been made by interested persona in regard to the alleged
decay of Irish enterpriee and ind stry,

The banks referred to have always been regarded as more espe-
ocially the banka of the people, and we welcome the all-round expan-
slon in their returns as indicating in part the growth of thrifty
habite amongst the masses and the general levelling up of the atan-
dard of comfort amongat the small farmers and shopkeepers who
form an important section of the population of the Sister Isle. One
of the banks named—1ihe National Bank—possesses a large London
connéction, having some 13 branches within the metropolitan area ;
but its stronghold lies in Ireland, and in the present instance it ie
fairly certain that the esrnings of the branches of the bank of
Ireland daring the past half-year are mainly responsible for the
patinfactory statement which the directors have been enabled to
place before the shareholders,

‘We have on former ogcagions referred to the advisability, both
from an economic and social point of view, of employing more Trish
money in Ireland, instead of remitting il to London to earn small
retnrna on an alrendy well snpplied market, and it is only necessary
to point to the substantial profita earned by the banks, whose
poliay it avowedly is to employ as much as they can of their re-
rources in developing the trade and industry of their own country,
to emphaaise the value of the principle which we have advocated.

Passing on to analyse the returps of the five Irish banks re-
ferred to, and turning first to the balances due to customers on
onrrent and deposit accounts, we find that while the Munster and
Leinster Bank and the Hibernian Bank show a gain when compared
with the figures at June 30, 1901, the Bank of Ireland and the
Provincial Bank exhibit corresponding decreazes. The Bank of
Ireland has suffered most in thia respect, and it is noteworthy that
for some yeors past there has been a eteady declension in the
deposite of this institution.

The net profite of the banks for the past two years are com-
pared thos :(—

1501 1902
Bank of Ireland ... £166,418 £159,914
Naticnal Bank ... . 93,235 .., 95,769
Hibernian Bank ... .- 23,860 25,178
Mupster and Leinster Bank 17,686 17,981

Police Methods in Ireland.

Waar chiefly cconpies abtention at present in Ireland (says tha
Manchester Guardian) in the Sheridan incident, and the disclosures,
familiar enough to Irishmen, with regard to police evidemoe in
agrarise and politieal cases, Of course, it iz not to be thought
that Sergeant Sheridan is a typical instance of the Irish Constabn-
lary officer. On the contrary, of the 12,000 mon composing the
copatabulary force it may, with perfect certainty, be said that over
90 per cent, are men whose character and conduct are beyomd
reproach. But the evil of the matter lies in the fact that any
ambitions young man desiring promotion knows well that he mnst
in some way make bimself copspicious ae the discoverer of crime,
which in Treland mostly means agrarisn and political orime, and
the temptation is very great to such a man to invent erime when it
doea not exist, Asa rule this takes a form very much less glaring
than that imputed to Bergeant Sheridan, Sham threatening lstters,
tham attempts to set fire to dwelling-houses, and, generally speak-
ing, appearances of crime without any actual injury, are the usual
resort for active and enterprising young constables, It is no small
tribnte to the force as a body that the number of black sheep shonld
prove to be so few.

But the fowness of the number is more than counterbalaneed
by the blackness of the record, Three names in particular stand
out in the Irich mind ag instances of the infamy which the present
administration engendera, The first in the case of Head Constable
Talbot, who, with the knowledge of his superiors, went not to de.
tect but to create orime in the county of Tipperary, and who, in
furtherance of this scheme, atiended Catholic worship, althongh he
wan and remained throangh life a Protestant, and actunally partook
of the Eucharist, whichk to him was of course a mere mummery,
but to Catholics was an unspeaksble racrilege. This unhappy man,
having led scores of young men astray, awearing them in as mem-
bers of u secret, organisation and then betraying them, was nssassi
nated in Dublin by the brother of one of his dupes. Next in
succession came Head Constable ‘Whelehan, who actually incited to
midnight ouirage and lored, in concert with a paid informer, &
number of men to make an attempt on a farmer’s house, while he
Jay in ambush to take them red-handed in the aot. But on him, as
on Talbot, his own crimes recoiled, for in the endeavor to arrest the
gang he was struck down and killed. Now in both these
cased, wicked as they were, the victims of hoth Talbog
and Whelehan were modoubtedly criminals, althongh they had
been lured into erime by Talbot and Whelehan themselves, Rnt
the case of Sheridan is infinitely worse. Stated barely, the facts
were that he, holding the rank of sergeant in the Royal Irish Con-
stabulary, in complicity with four or five men under his commandg,
committed grave orimes ; and then, again, in complicity with hia
subordinates, falsely accused innocent men and brought about their
conviction by perjury, All this time he was rewarded far real,
and was supplied with fonds to purchase imaginary information,

Buch & state of things comes 88 an appalling revelation to the
Erelish public, but we venture to think that there is scarcely a
grown man in Ireland to whom the revelation haa piven the
slightest shock, and, of cuurse, no one helieves or hopes that English
indignation will Jast one week or lead to the most fractional change
in the evil syatem. The rumor runs in Ireland—-and who can won-
der at it {—that the Government dare not prosecute, as prosecntion
would eutail an exposure ro wide and deep as to appal the publio
mind. Something must have deterred Mr Wyndham, starting as he
did with the intention of probing the! matter to the bottom, and
suddenly etopping short in this mysterions way, It ia a prave re-
eponsibility for Mr Wyndbam to take; and it ia the exercise in its
worst form of the dispensing power, and not in aid of tender con-
sciences, but of official wickedness.

The Church In America.

&
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TH# entire population of the United States, says Salvatore Cortesi,
in the New York Iadependent, which in 1790 was 3,829,214, has
become nineteen times as much to-dsy, but the Catholics have
multiplied 8300 times, as, while they were then one-ninetieth part
of the people, they have now risen to somewhat less than one-

The largest centre of the Roman Catholic Church in Amerioa
is the archdiccese of New York, with an estimated Catholic popula-
tion of 1,200,000—that is to say, nearly one-tenth of all the Cath.
olics in the United States—while its numbers surpass thoee of all
the most crowded centrey of Italy, including Rome, Naples, ur
Milan, and only the principal archdioceses in Europe, such ns
Cologue, with 2,528,000 people, and Vienns, with 1,900,000, go
beyond it.

8o the United States, with the addition of the 6,500,000 Cath-
olies in the Philippines, 1,000,600 in Porto Rico, Guam, and Hawaii
has among her inhabitants over 20,000,000 Catholics, withont
taking into consideration the 1,800,000 who are in Cuba. There-
fore, she representa the fourth Catholic power in the world as
regards populstion, and the first as regarde the amount of money
she providea for the head of the Church,
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