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Current Topics

An Undesirable ITmmigrant.

There are few things in this world that excite such a feel-
ing of loathing and disgust in the minds of ardinary right-
thinking people as a shameless and degraded woman. There
seems to be a consensus of opinion amongst all who have had
a wide experience of the world that when a woman really goes
to the bad, she becomes thoroughly, hepelessly, irredeemably
bad, and ciean-minded people shrimk [rom contact with herasthey
would from the deadly plague or the loathsome leprosy. The
feeling of repugnance 15 intensified when the abandoned
creature is so bereft of every particle of womanly shame as to
publicly parade her depravity by delivering lectures and cir-
culating literature which only minister to the pruriency and
lowest passions of those who hear and read them and which are
in their essential nature and effects indecent and obscene. To
this class belongs the ordinary specimen of the bogus ‘ex-nun’
lecturer. The type is fortunately nat a common one, but the
few specimens that have appeared belore the public have so
closely resembled each other in their character and career that
it is easy to give a general description of the genus. As a rule
the seli-styled ‘ex-nun’ lecturer has never even been a
Catholic, much less a nua.  She is usually, hke Maria Monk,
an out-and-out bad woman, who has been an inmate of some
Catholic reformatory for fallen and incorrigible gicls. It is
there that she has first come in contact with Catholic nuns, it
is there she has gained the only knowledge and experience she
has ever had of the daily round of lifein a convent. TItis ot
course only a smattering of the mere external routine of the
nuns' life ihat she has thus been able to acquire but it is enough
to enable her to deceive and delude credulous Protestants into
the belief that she is able to speak from actual experience as a
nun, and accordingly she comes outas ° the eloquent and
brifliant ex-Romanist’ to deliver—with admission at so much
per head—thrilling lectures on * Convent Life Exposed,’ and
on the ‘secrets and horrors of the Confessional.” It is a
miserable sordid story of debased and degraded womanhood,
but it is the almost invariable history of the life and character
of the self-styled ' ex-nun.’

»*

There was a time when there was a mint of money in this
anti-Catholic lecturing business, but those palmy days have
gone forever. The obvicusly interested motives, the unreliable-
ness of the evidence, and the immorality of the lives of these
money-gtubbing no-Popery scavengers have been so thoroughly
and completely exposed of late that no respectable member of
society would De seen going near theirgatherings, In New Zea-
land in particular, and especially since the recent Slattery ex-
posure and fiasco, the game of feoling the Protestant public is
completely ‘played out,’ and it is safe to assert that the
creature who has secretly and silently descended on Dunedin,
and whose disgustingly suggestive handbills are beng dis-
tributed throughout the city, will meet with a very frosty recep-
tion and wilt depart from amongst us very little richer—except
in experience—for her visit to our shores. Ina* special notice’
in her bills this woman *desires to call the attention of the
citizens of this city te the fact that there may possibty appear

in the local papers libellous articles against her character and
work.” So far as we are concerned, the creature nced not be
alarmed, Josh Buillings, in one of his natural histor essays
remarks that * The pole-cat is so called because it is not'
convenient to touch it with anything but a pole, and the longer
the pole the more convenient.” From our point of view, these
odious ‘ ex-nun ’lecturers come under precisely the same cate«
gory. So far as our taste and inclination go, it is certainly not
convenient to touch these lecturers with anything buta pole, and
we have no pole long enough to enable us to even begin to
appreach them with any regard to our feeling of comfort and
decency,

———

The Doctrine of Hell.

In the course of a Protestant mission on a lar

which has just been concluded in Christchurch the aR%i.sc[a)lie
Torrey, who was conducting the mission, happened to intimaté
that he was _fully convinced there was a hell, that its torments
were everl_astmg, and that the fire with which the wicked are
there punished is a material fire, The statement was at once
vehemently challenged and a vigorous controversy in the
papers took place, in which the doctrine of everlasting punish-
ment, and especially of punishment by a material fire, was
somewhat fiercely assailed. So far as we know the Ca’tholic
Church was not specially referred to in the correspondence,

but to have remained silent while a belief which is included ir;
the defined articles of faith was being publicly attacked would
have been disloyal to truth, and accordingly Father Le Menant
des Chesnais, 5.M., Vicar-General of Christchurch, thought it
well to deliver a special lecture by way of explanation and vin.
dication of the Catholic doctrine on the subject. The lecture

which appears in full in the Press, shows the great learnin ]
wide research, and comprehensive grasp of the subject whicﬁ:
characterise all Father Le Menant’s productions. After showing
the universality, even amongst pagan peoples, of a belief in a
place of future punishment for the wicked, the lecturer proceeds
to_state the teaching of the Church, carefully distinguishing
wﬂ_at. is of faith about hell and what rests on tradition and the
opinion of learned theologians and doctors. ‘The Church,”
says Hather Le Menant,  has defined only two things concern-
ing hell, namely (1) That there is a hell for the punishment of
the wicked, and (2) That hell is eternal, and its torments

whatever their nature may be, will never come to an end.’
‘ Other questions,’ he adds,  Where is hell situated ?
What is the nature of the pains of hell? What are we to un-
derstand by the fire of heli? Is it material ornot? These
and other such questions have never been defined by the
Church, and are to be studied by the arguments of the Fathers
and learned doctors, and the traditions of the early Christians ¢
but they form no part of the Catholic faith, and may be
examined and judged by the strength of the arguments which
are brought forward to elucidate them.” That the fire of hell
is a material fire—though, of course, entirely different from
earthly fire—is, he explains, “the most common and almost
certain opinion’ in the Church; that it is a mere metaphorical
fire * we are not forbidden to believe, but this is by far the leask
probable opinion.” The Rev. Father then goes on to draw out
at length the arguments, both from the Ecriptures and from
Tradition, which conclusively establish the defined teaching of
the Church as to the terrible fate of the finally impenitent.
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