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Current Topics
JustWhat isWanted.

A recent letter in theMelbourne Advocate, fromits special
correspondent,Mr Michael Davitt, contains anannouncement
that willbe received with the deepest interestby all Irishmen
and friends of Ireland throughout the colonies. It is to the
effect that efforts are being made by the Irish Parliamentary
Party to induce Mr T. P. O'Connor,M.P., to visit thecolonies
as adelegate of the Party and deliverlecturesin all the larger
centres on behalf of the Home Rule movement. It appears
that Mr.O'Connor is himself personally anxious— if he can
make the necessary arrangements

—
to make a tour of the colo-

nies, and strong pressure is being brought tobear to persuade
him to combine pleasureand duty in the mannerindicated.

Mr. O'Connor's exceptional literary and oratorical gifts
make him very specially fitted for such a mission, and there
can be nodoubt that wherever he went he wouldcommandan
enthusiastic reception and assured success. Speaking of his
qualificationsas a speaker Mr. Davittsays :—:

—
'Mr. O'Connor is, beyond doubt, the first platform

speaker among the Irish leaders. He is scarcely second to
thebest orator of the House of Commons. In debatingpower
and ability he is rankedvery high by the best judges of Par-
liamentary speaking,with anunrivalledfund of anecdote, wit,
and repartee,which combine the best style of eloquent Irish
with the solid and practicalmethod of English oratory in the
making of an all-round powerful and persuasive public
speech.'

We earnestly hope that Mr.O'Connor willsee his way to
fall in with the proposal, for we are persuadedthat he will do
invaluable work in helping the Party,in making converts to
|he cause, and in givinga fresh stimulus to Home Rulesenti-
ment and activity in the colonies. Speaking for New Zealand,
we can promise him an enthusiastic welcome and the hearty
co-operation of Irishmen from one end of the Island to the
other.

The society which is speciallypilloried by this writer is
that of the American Methodist Episcopal Church, chosen byhim partly because the bodyit represents is the most promi-
nent of the Protestant sects in Rome,and partly because,as he
says, the methods it adopts are modelsof fairness compared
with those adopted bysome of the otherproselytisingbodiesin
Rome. This society has ahandsome conventicle and hall inthe Via Venti Settembre,and both conventicle andhall are, as
a tribute to Garibaldi,consecrated to and named after Venti
Settembre. This society, it is alleged,is constantlyguilty of
bribingconverts, and hereis a moderninstance in point. We
willlet the correspondent tell thestory inhis own words:

RobertoPalazziis a native of Nemi, whocame to Rome sometime ago to find the work that was laukinpf in his own town. He
wasalways a decent sort of a man, andattended his religious duties
fairly regularly. His wife, Maria Todini of Rocoa Priore,is an
excellent Catholio, and their four children, Emilia aged sixteen,
Ada fifteen, Livia twelve,and Ghiglielmo nine,are quiteaapious asthe average run of Homan children. Robert found after a while
thatRome wasnot anElDorado

—
nay,abouta month agohe saw

starvation for himself, his wife,and his children staringhim in the
face. So moody and depressed did he grow, that theneighbors
began to askhim what wasthematter, and tooneof theseheconfided
the real state of affairs, 'Go to the Metodisti of VentiSettembre,1
said his friend, 'they will give youmoneyand work

—
youhave only

to say that you will join them.' Hunger and despair are evilcounsellors, and Roberto went. He explainedhis case
—

he wasout
of work, he was hungry, and he wanted to become a Methodist.
Had he any family1 Yes;a wife and four children. What about
them ? Roberto,having gotover the difficulty ofboltingMethodism
for himself, had only slight qualms about throwinghie wife and
children intothebalance againststarvation. He promised that they
wouldallbecome Methodists. After this he thought hebad done
all that was necessary to obtain the relief he needed so badly. He
didnot know the strict business principleson which the AmericanMethodists conduct their establishment. Doubtless their experience
has taught them that one Roman bird in the handis worth any
amount of themin thebush. Anyway poor Roberto wasinformed
that he would have money and work providedfor him

—
butonly

when he and his whole family had made their abjuration. The
delay was not pleasant to a starving man, but Palazzireturned
home with the intention of hurrying up the 'conversion

'
of his

household. His wife was horrified. She went at once to the
Superioress of a religious community, and put all the facts before
her. The Superioress, in turn,communicated them toa member of
the Society for the Preservation of the Faith, who thoroughly
investigated them and found them tobe quite true. This Societyis
poor,and oould not hold out the rich promises of theAmericanMethodists, but theunhappy Roberto only wished tobe saved from
starvation. Work of some kind will be found for him, and theMethodists will waitinvain for him and his family.

There is certainlynothing' vague'about that story and it
is onlj oneof many similar incidents which the Tablet corres-
pondent is able to record. He shows further how organised
attempts are made to obtain converts en blocby offering 'free
education

'
in various technical and higher subjects of

knowledge. Thus, he says, the Methodist free night schools
for modern languages,especiallyEnglish,used to attract quite
a number of young men and boys until the Irish Christian
Brothers openedsimilar classes close at hand and completely
supplanted the Methodists. But anotherMethodist institution— aday andboarding school for girls

—
is still flourishing and

the Tablet writergives clear and definiteproofof thepractice

'Souperism '
in Rome.

For some time past all Catholics who read the Roman
news inCatholic papers have beenaware thatan extensiveand
regularlyorganised system of 'souperism'— i.e., making con-
verts by bribery— is being carried on by certain Protestant
sects in Rome;but it is a very difficult matter to get Protes-
tants who live outside of Italy to admitor believe this un-
doubted fact. A few weeksagosome discussion on the subject
took place in the columns of the London Spectator, the editor
of whichurged,in reply to the charges of souperism,that

'this
accusation is always brought against those who try to make
converts/ and that in this instance

' the accused societies are
not specified and the accusations brought against them are
vague and unsubstantiated.' The Romecorrespondent of the
London Tablethas now taken the matter upand has published
a reply, which, whateverelse may besaid about it, is certainly
not open to the charge of

" vagueness.' The society, the vic-

tims, and the history of the transactions, are all described with
the minutest detail,so that the Spectatoror anyone else who is
interestedcan easily investigateand verify for themselves.
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