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overcome right. Show us where our reasoning is wrong. Falsif{
our attitude towards eduoation ; disprove the relative value whio
we allot to the essential parta of education, and you will have done
something ; but when yon say ‘no,’ instead of * yes,' you will have
to acoount to reston and to natural justice, for yonr denial of the
rights of our position.’

Tt is necoseary to be brief, yet I would ask permission for two
remarks, With regard to those who raiee m ory against Catholio
rights, I would wish to impress upon yom, as Catholics and the
friends of Catholios, that such people muet not even be noticed.
Truth never disputes, it hines like the sun, and those who ara not
blind must needs see it. The Head of the Catholioc Church who
promised to abide with her for ever, is One Whom we adore, and no
one should write to a paper undertaking, as it were, the defence of
the Catholic Church, bringing

Himsel?! and His Feeble Knowledge

forward when they had better remain in obscurity. Even a New
man would not rashly undertake to defend Catholio truth against
its gainsayers. The Catholic Church has now performed her min
sion for 19 centuries. _The history of her Councils, the official acts
of her supreme Pontiffs are in the hands of all students. The
srohives of the Vatican are open to all the world, and we find aven
the brightest minds of Protestant England, where Protestantism has
been enthroned in ascendancy, and the mont distinguished gradnates
of the meats of learning, Oxford and Cambridge, recognising the
truth and prerogatives of the Catholic Chureh, and sacrificing all
things to come and receive Baptism and be regenerated within her
fold. Iiis bemeath the dignity of our convictions, and is a sericas
mistake for any Catholio to heed those cries people choose to raise,
It is impossible to prevent discussions, but no seneible person whe
appreciatee religion would ever mind a discussion on religion which
is carried on in the columns of a newspaper. This should be your
tradition, If yon wonld read some of the utterances of former
citizens who did honor both to Church and State, you would find
they agree with me on this particular point.

But what of those who oppose ua on the ground of seonlarism ?
They say : * We have a sound system of education ; if we were to
admit Catholios to a share of State aid it would be too costly; we
won't do it.’ Tt was sometimes said that Catholics were retrograde,
that they cribbed and confined the human spirit,. We ask those
porsona with all respeot : * Do you look on

Religion as Essential to Education !’

If they reply it in not, then I say we must agree to difter, I1f
they concede that religion is required, then I snswer: ‘ You havy®
no right to prescribe to parents what religion is to be taught, or 0
enaot that they must be content with s fragment of religion. If
you say that the Catholic Church is the foe of liberty, allow me ta
demand what are you doing? Are you mot denying the Catholic
parent fall liberty in the education of his child? If he sends his
ohildren to a achool which corresponds with his faith, yon will give
him nothing from the Treasury of the Btate, but if he sends the
ohild to a achool that you have established, and where religion is
not free, or whers it is excluded practically for certain hours, I say
you are interfering with the right of the parent, for yon say to him,
"Send your child to this echool where there is little or ne religion,
and we will help you to edncate him, bat if you send him to an-
other school in the same street where relipious education is given,
you will have to pay for him there, and for the other school as well,
If you talk of righte, adhere to the principle of common eense yon
must. Where rights of citizenship are restricted there is no freedom,’
But it will be said to us : ‘ You axe in a minority, and the majority
must rnle’ Well, we are in & minority. Weare in a minority,and wa
are Ontholics, and the Catholic Church forbida all disorder, and the
Church is the mainstay of all Governments, and as Catholics we
will be good citizens whether cur righte are recognised or not. We
will be an orderly minority, and will be conrteous and nsighborly,
because we recognise all are children of the same Father in heaven,
Woe do this not in the spirit of defeat. We do this knowing that
we are fighting a noble cause in which it would be a glory to suffer
oven defeat But where is defeat? Look at this hall which re-

ords & new triumph, We bave a sound and complete education,
whether we have asistance from the Btate or not ; the canse will
be carried to trinmph by a Catholic minority. The late W. B,
Dalley—whone memory the people of the State revere—said in the
year 1879 in a speech, that the archdiocese of Sydney had spent on
the work of education, in buildings, in introducing nuns and bro-
thers, £125,000, Since then, how have things been carried on!
Those figures have been doubled and trebled. At the present time
there are 23,887 children receiving sound and completa edueation in
Catholic schools, and if we take what the State takes, about £4 for
each child, you will find the Catholic body, over and above their
common ocontribution to the State Bchbools as taxpayers, spend
A95,5648 annually,

Dr. Power, of Sydney, is now on & visit to his brother, Very
Rev, Canon Power, P P, ¥mly (nays the Irich Independent of July
10). The Dublin University conferred the M.A, and M.D, degrees
cn Dr, Power recently.

Referring to the fact that the Rev, Dr. Rentoul has completely
changed his views on Orangeism, the Melhourna correspondent of
the (tage Daily Times notes with ‘satiefaction the evidence of a
broader and more tolerant epirit between Roman Catholios and
Presbyterians which is becoming evident. Archbishop Carr and
Dr. McLaren (the head of the Prpsbyterian Ladiea' College) have
conducted » mewppaper debate on religious education, which hoaa
been notable for its iriend!i tone ; indeed, the Archbiaho;p specially
commends Dr. McLaren as his ' courteour and esteemed opg:!nsnt.
And a few days ago, when the Rov. Dr. MacGregor died in Carlton,
the finest wreath on hie coffin was from the Rev, Dr. Kelly, of 8t,
Brigid's, opposite.’
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ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON
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(From onz own correspondent.

. Aungust 23,

Rev. Father Ainpworth left on Friday for Patea,

. The examination of the Thorndon schools was conoluded early
this week. The examiners wera well pleased with the results,

The annual dance of the Marist Brothers’ 014 Boys' Association
takes pluoce next Wednesday,

. A conference of the clergy will be held at the Archbishop's
reridence on Tuesday next and will he presided over by Very Eev,
Dean McKeonna, of Masterton,

Ex-Inepector Pender and hia family ieft by Monday’s bost for their
new home at Sumner. Quite a number of their friends wers on
the wharf to bid them good-bye. Mr Ponder and his Aaughters
were very popular during their residence in Wellington,

. Boveral members of the late bazasr committen entertained the
Indies and gentlemen who took part in the recent operss at a sovisl
in the Druids' Hall on Wednesday evening, An exoellent suppef
was provided. Mr MoLauchlin made an efficient master of cere-
monies,

The Silver” Jubiles of the Ven, Archdeacon Devoy, Proviucial,
oconrs to-morrow, the fesat of St, Bartholomew, Archdesoon De
will be celebrant at the Solemn High Mass which will be ealabn:g
at Bt. Mary of the Angels’ on that occasion, Many priests of the
archdicoase are coming to Wellington during the week to offer the
Archdeacon their congratulations,

The following pupils of St. Mary'a and the Newtown Couvents
were stccessful in passing the examinations in theory held in June
Jat by the Associated Board of the Royal Academy and Royal
College of Music, London :—Senior (harmony), Mies D. Mandsley ;
junior (harmony), Miss A. Fitchett, Miss J. Levastam ; school
{barmony, higher), Miss A, Jenkins ; school (barmony, lower), Mise
C. Reardon ; rudiments of music, Misses C. Simpeon, 'i‘ Shapter, L.
Pulsford, I. Oliver, E. Bailey ; schoo! {rudimenta of music), Misses
E. Gray, B, Barton, J. Duncan, 8. Gampbell, L. Delaney, 0. O'Leary
F. Fownes and M, Fownes,

‘ The Wearing of the Green' was repeated in the Exohange
Hall on Mondsy evening in aid of the schools in the Te Aro parish,
A large and sppreciative andience, which included all the members .
of the Te Aro clergy, was pressnt. The cast of male characters
was 23 at the previous production, and the experience then gained
enabled the performers Lo present the drema much mers creditably,
The character of the heroine, Grace Redmond, was taken ve
succesafully by Miss A, Marshall. and that of Molly O’Connor by
her sister, Miss Marshall, Acceptible songe and dances were given
during the evening by Messra H, Liardet, J. Flanagan, C, Gsmble
D. McPhee, and Mise B. Foley, The orchesira was under the oon,
ductorship of Mr F. Oakes,

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH.

(From our own correspondent,)
August 25,

His Lordship the Bishop was on a business vieit to Hamner
Springs during tbe week, and on SBunday last, accompanied by the
Very Rev. Dean Foley, was at Rangicora making an episcopal
visitation and administering the Bacrament of Confirmation.
Oxford, Kaiapoi, and other perts of the Rangiora parigh will be
visited in succession,

About 4000 children, those of tender years, were entertained on
Friday last in Canterbury Hall in commemoration of the King's
Coropation. Bishop Grimes was present on the platform, attended
by the Rev. Father O'Corpell, and in very appropriste terms
addressed the assemblage,

At the local centre examinations in connection with the Adso-
ciated Board of the Royal Academy of Mugic and Royal Cotlege of
Music the returns give the following successes to the loos! con-
vents : Olive Mary Bosworth, Mary Guiney, and Olive Wilson,
pupils of Our Lady of Migsions, Ssored Heart High Behool, Barba-
does ptreet ; Gertrude Schmidt and Alice Scott, Sisters of Meroy,
Manchester street, ’

" His Lordship Bishop Grimes was one of the selected spsakers at
the annual meeting of the Children’s Aid Booiety held last wealk,
He expressed himself as deeply interested in the abpnual report
placed before the meeting, and like previous speakers felt the need
af the society and realired the noble work it was carryiog omt,
Bunch societies, he =aid, were a sad necessity, but they were dojng
admirable work and should be supported. It was deplorable to
read in the annnal re%ort regarding children who were the victims
of vice and misery. He would be exceedingly willing to do all in
his power to assist the mociety.

At the ordinary weekly meeting of the Christohurch Uatholic
Club held on last Tuesday evening, Mr J. R. Hayward, vice-prosi-
dent, presided. After transacting the routine business the pro-
gramme, & mock ‘'Trial by Jury,' was carried ont and proved
very eotertaining, the following members taking part .~Mr R, O,
Duncan {judge), Mr M, O'Reilly (the accused), Mr J, Shanley
{orown prosscutor), Mr J. Quinlan (connsel for the defence), Mesars
M. Finlay, G. J. Farna, and M. Reddington (witoosses for the
Crown), Messra H. M'Oarthy, J. M‘Ges, and E, Turkington (wit-
nessen for the defence). All the legal formuia was duly carried out,
including the empannelling of the jury, the wemring of wigs by
‘his honer,’ the learned connsel, eto,
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