
A short timeago,duringasort of newspaper'silly season,
some of the Protestant zealotsof Melbourneand Sydney tried
to work uppublic feeling against Catholics bydenouncing in
the Press the

'organised Catholic vote
'

whichthey declared
was in operation throughout the country and the alleged
existence of which was made the occasion inMelbourne of the
establishment of a new anti-Catholic organisation. It is
interestingandgratifying to note that the most effectiveand
emphaticof the refutations which havebeenmadeof the foolish
talk indulged in in this connection have been made by
Protestants. More than oneProtestantmemberof Parliament
has written to the papers absolutelydenying

—
and they spoke

frompersonalknowledge and experience— the existenceof any
such Catholic vote, and one of them— Mr Arthur Griffith,
Member of the N.S.W. Assembly

—
has succeeded iv putting

an effectual extinguisher on one of theanti-Cathplic leaders.
The Rev. VV. Rutledge,a Protestant clergyman, declared ata
public meeting that 'He personally knew of the case of a
Protestantwho had temporarily left a billet, andtried toget
back. He was unsuccessful for a long time, but being wise in
his day and generation, he joined the Catholic Church,and

APresbyterianProfessor on Orangeism.
A Presbyterian

The Rev Dr. Rentoul, Professor of Theology in the

Ormond (Presbyterian) College, Melbourne, has lately got
into very 'hot water' over some remarkably outspoken deli-
verances he has made on the history and principles of the
notoriousOrange Society. Dr. Rentoul is h.mseli a North of
Irelandman,oi a<knowledged and indeed pre-emtnent learn-
ing and ability, and, like most Ulstermen, of mo*t pronounced
Protestantism. Ile was the re.ognisedProtestant leader and
champion in tie memorable religious controversies of a few
years ago, and though many prominent Anglican and other

ecclesiastics were involved in the discussion, his lectures and
namphiets were the only ones that attractedany wideshare of
public attention. Ordinarily speaking, it is out of the ques-
tion toexpect aNorth of Ireland man to write calmly in con-
troversy with a Catholic, andDr. Rentouls controversial pub-
lications, though always displaying literary vigor and force,
wereby no means conspicuous for their fairness. He was, in

fact abigot; an earnest and sincere one,nodoubt,or, as Dr.

Carr expressed it, 'an honest and uprightbigot, but all the

same a bigot. At that time, too, he was somewhat of an

admirerof the OrangeSociety, and in 1897 and 1898 he was
the chosen Orange orator at the July meetings in the Mel-
bourne Town Hall. Of late years, however, he has been
brought into closer personal contact with members of the
Catholic body, and the result has been a gradual, but now
quite perceptible, change in his attitude towards things
Catholic He may differ as widelyas ever he did from the
actual teaching and theologicalpositionof theCatholicChurch,
buthe nevernow speaks of the Church or its membersexcept
in termsof deeprespectand warmpersonal good-will. Recent
developments in Melbourne have also given him occasion to
look more closely into the history of Orar.ge.sm than ever he
had donebefore, and the more heread the more his eyes were
openedto therealnatureof this so-called < Loyal' Institution.
Accordingly whensomeoftheOrangemenattackedhimtheother
day for his connection with the Peace,Humanity, and Arbitia-
tion Society, Dr. Rentoul replied with a denunciation of
Oranceism that made the Melbourne public rub its eyes and
wonder if things were what they seem, or if' visions was
about.' Since then the Professor has given still more grave
offence by delivering an address toa Catholic Young Men s
Society so that altogether we are hardly surpiisedto find that,
as the Melbourne correspondent of the OtagoDaily Times in-

timates
'Dr Rentoul's Presbyterian friends are seriously con-

cerned abouthim,' and that
'
it is quite hkely that the Synod

or Presbyterymay "deal" with him'atan early date.

The history of the Professor's changeof view on the sub-
iect of Orangeism is extremelyinterestingand instructive.

'It was Ifrankly confess,' he writes, in a lettet Jo the
Melbourne Argus, 'some things Iheard that evening {i.e.,
".Orange meeting of July 12, 1899) that made me deter-
mine to readup. for the first time in my life,, thebrief h.story
of the Orange Institution, and to judge whether its spoke-
men's assertions that it had modified its oath and its spirit,
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Current Topics and that it was no longer the same inmoodand action as it
was when the Presbyterian ministers all over Ulsterused to
imploretheir peoplenot to joinitorany other secret society.*

The effect was what might have been expected on one
who came for the first time upon the real truth about the
Society.

Whatever may be the ultimatedevelopmentofProfessor
Rentoul's views on thisandkindred subjects, there can be no
doubt whatever that such a candidand weighty exposure of
Orangeism from such a source will help enormously to dis-
creditthe institution throughout the colonies.

'
Isoon,' he continues, 'got startled. To begin with,I

found that theoath in Victoria binds all its members whohave
the electoral vote that "you will support by your vote and
interest Orange and Protestant candidates only,and in no
wise refrain from voting, remembeingour motto,'He who is
not with us, is against us.'

" Expulsion is the penalty for
breach of this; and this pirtof the o-ith alone wouldrender
civil freedom impossible,and would destroy all rights of poli- *

tical or religious minoritiesif Orangeismcouldprevail.
'ThenIturned to Killen(theeminenthistorian), and to

Horace Walpole,and Green, and many others. Then Iread
attentively the Rev.H.W. Cleary's The Orange Society, and
found it a calm historical book,based in each case on indis-
putableevidence and documents. A senseofhorrorcameover
me at the recital. Killen and Green are quite enough toshow
that from that tragic day in 1795,on which over48 Catholics
lay dead and the first Orange Lodgewas formed, the his-
toryof this institution, identified as it was with the worst fea-
turesof the landlordsystem in Ireland,and with onerigid form
of " Protestant ascendancy,"and (exceptinga few instances)
opposingevery movement of reform, and becomingameansof
civil strife and bloodshed,could be no longer evenapproved
by me bymy presenceatanyof itsgatherings. WhenIfound
statesmen and noblemenlike theMarquisof Dufferinearnestly
dissuadingmen fromits modes,itgave me final pause.'

In conclusion, he 'would urge all citizens togo now and
study the facts impartially for themselves.'
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