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The Christian Brothers.

>

In view of the contenary of the founding of the Institute of the
Ohristinn Brothers it will not be inopportnne (says the Freeman's
Journal) to give a brief eketch of the oarecr of the remsrkable man
who founded it, and to enter on a short history of the great nnder-
taking with whioch his natme will ever be identified, Edmund
Ignatius Rice was born in June, 1762, at Callan, connty Kilkenny,
of bighly respectable parents. His father, Mr Robert Rico, was
descended from an ancient family of that name, and his mother,
whose maiden name wan Marparet Tierney, was & near 1clative of
Mr Valentine Maher, who was et one time M P, for Tipperary, and
of Mr Valentine Smith, who was one of the first Catholics in the
county Kilkenny who parchassd an estate after the relaxation of
the Penal Oode in 1782, The future founder of the famous Inatitate
waa the third of six brothers, He received his education at Callan,
in the firet inetance. and subsequently in Kilkenny, In 1779, he
being then 17 years of age, he went to reeide in Waterford with his
nnole, Mr Michael Rice, who was a wealthy merobant in that city,
Jbeing chiefly engaged in the provision trads, which was then very
flourishing. After having spent some years with his unele, he
snoceeded him in his businees, and after a time he realised g con-
siderable fortune, As the eighteenth century waa drawing toa
close, Mr Rice, then almost 40 years of age, began to seriously enter-
tain thoughts of embracing

The Religious Life,

Ho had long been noted for his deeds of charity and other good
works, After he conceived the idea of retiring from the world, his
first purpose wag to proceed to Rome, and afterwards to enter one
of the Continental monasteries, Bat a circumstanee ocenrred which
diverted him from hie intention, and induced him to consider the
possibility of devoting his life to a great work nearer home, He
was one day walking in the outekirts of the eity, when his attention
waa attracted by & number of boys who were playing on the road-
sida. He questioned them, snd was much struck by their want both
of religious and secular knowledge. The fact eatsed him to dwall
on the urgency of an institution which wounld provide gratuitoualy
8 good Christian edneation for the hoys of his adopted city, The
idea strengthened with reflection, He recommended the matter
earneatly to God, and implored light for his direction. He sought
the advice of a pious and learned clergymau, and consnlted with
other friends. At length doubt vanished, his vocation became fixed,
and his great project graduslly took definite shape, In 1802, with
the approval and aid of the Most Rev. Dr. Hussey, ther Bishop of
Waterford and Lismore, he began the erection at Mount Bion,
Waterford, of a dwelling intended for the residence of himself and
his associates in the educatioual work which he contemplated. In
June, 1803, he wept to reside there, He then had two aseociates
awayed by & purpose similar to his own—Mr R, Gravenor, of Calian,
and Mr Thomas Finn, The schools were opened for the reception
of the children on the lst of May, 180i, They were only a short
time in operation when the good effects of the instruction imparted
in them became apparent,

The Fame of the Rising Instituie

spread rapidly, and attracted nutention all over Ireland. Tt soon
numbered amongst ite admirers the most distingnished members of
the Hierarchy, who becoma anxions to extend to their own dioceses
the educational blessings which it was bestowing on Waterford,
The Moat Rev. Dr, Hussey was succeeded in the Sce of Waterford
and Lismore by the Most Rev, Dr. Power, who continued the belp-
ful patronape of his predecessor towards Brotl.er Rice and his
associates, The next foundation en the plan of the Mount Sipn
Bohools was at Carrick-on-Suir, the pative town of Mr Thomas
O’Brien, & wine merchant of Waterford, who. with the approbation
of Dr, Power, founded an excellent dwelling and rchool in Carrick
in 1806. A third establishment was founded in 1407 in Dungarvan,
At the beginning of 1808 the Community in the Waterford honse
nombered five, and there wsare two in Usrrick-on-Suir and two in
Dungarvan. About this time they came to the resolution of making
annual vows ; and on the Feast of the Assumption of Our Blessed
Lady in 1808, after an eight days’ retreat, seven members, incloding
Mr Rice, pronounced these vows in the presence of the Mnst Rev.
Dr, Power according to a formula drawn up by his Lordsbip. Tho
next foundation was in Oork in 1811, The Most Rev. Dr, Moylan,
Bishop of Cark, happened to visit the schoals at Waterford, and he
wa# 80 impressed by the valuable work they were performing that
he determined to give hizs own diocese the advantage of a rimilar
institution. After his retnrn home he sent two young Cork men to
be frained in the Waterford house, In due time they vame back
to Gork equipped for the work that lay before them, and they com-
menced, under very modest circumstances indecd, thiir Jabors in
the canse of eduocation. As the years went on, the importance of
the Cork Community expanded, eventuating in the building of

That Magnificent Educational establishment,

the North Monastery, now Our Lady’s Mount. The Cork Schools
have frequently secured the first place in the Intermediate Examina-
tion contest by rencon of the number of cheir distinetions ; and for
many years, when they have failed to secure the position of honor,
it has been but to yield it for a time to the sister establishment in
North Richmond street, Dublin, After Cork the next foundation
was in the city of Dublin, In May, 1812, an establishment was
founded in Eaet Hauover street, under the putronage of the Mast
Rev. Dr. Murray, Archbishop ¢f Dublin, who wa+ a s arm friend of
Brother Rice and lis assistants, The schools in Hauover ttrect
continued to exist for a period of 32 years. In 1813 two Brothers
were sent to start & school in Mill street at the solicitation of the
Very Rev, Dr. Hamill, V.G, the parish priest of that district, The
foundation-stone of the North Richmoud street establishment,
which may be said tc¢ have been the offspring of the Catholic

Asgociation, was laid by Daniel O'Connell in J une, 1328, in presence
of an immense multitude, who walked in procession from the Corn
Exchange for the purpase of witnesging the ceremony. In 1815 a
Community wae established in Thurles on the invitation of the
Most Rev. Dr. Bray ; and in the following year a similar advantage
was conferred upon Limerick under the patronage of the Moust Rev.
Dr. Tuoky. On tha 5th of September, 1820, the Bull of his Holiness
Pope Piue VIL, was issued, oconfirming

The Institute as a Religiona Saocisty,

Father Kenny, & distingnished member of the Saciety of Jesus, and
the confidential and bosom friend of Brother Rice, was the boarar
of the Pupe's Briof to Ircland., The Brothers, having learned of
the arrival of this important document, iost no time in arranging
the necessary preliminacies for ity foraaa! adoption., They met in
Angust, 1321, at Thurles for the purpose, and, after transacting the
businesg for which they had assembled, they agrced that a peneral
meeting of the society shounld be held gt Waterford the following
Javuary {o catry the new constitution into effect. The Brothera
assembled at Mount Sion, Waterford, accordingly, and after a retreat
of eight days, Brother Rice was elected Saperior-General of the
Society on the 20th January, 1822, The Pope’s Brief having pro.
vided that a general chapter should be held at the snd of every 10
years, and that the Supericr-Gereral should govern for 10 yeara
ooly, Brother Rice was re-elected to that high office in Jannary,
1832, at a chaptar convened at the House in North Richmond street.
In July, 1838, he resipned the office of Superior-General, years and
infiriuities prepsing hard upon him. fHe died on the 20ih August,
124, aged 83 years ; and his remains were luil in the cemetery of
the Drothers at Mount Sion, Waterford, Dua ring hig life, and after
his Aeath, the Institute which he had Founded confinued to spread,
af haa been already indicated, until it extended all ovor the waorld.
A Junior Novitiate was ealablished at St, . oseph's, Baldosle, and a
Henior Novitiate at Marine for the training of the Brothers, among
whom there have becn during the past century very many dis-
tinguished men. The best remembered, perhaps, in Gerald Griffin,
whose remains lie in the beautiful cemetery attached to Gur Lady's
Mount at Cork, Iu addition to their work of imparting education
in their ordinary day schools the cervices of the Christian Brothers
have also been eagerly sought in the wmanagement of several
orphavages and industrial schools; and the sucoess of their labors
har been as conspicnous in the management of such magriflcent
establishments as the Artane Industrial School as it has been in
other spheres of educational effort,

Public Affairs in Belgium.

>

A WRITER in a Home paper, who has heen residing in Belgium for
several years, throws considerable light on public affairs in that
conntry, and- especially on the methods rnd aims of those who in.
stigaled the late strike.  ¥e says that the real object of the Social-
ista iy the setting up of n republic after the French model. Their
seditious language in the Chamber, the teaching of their Press, the
speeches ag their meelings Lhe cries lately hesrd in the conree of
their proucessions, suificiently reveal their sentiments concerning
monarchieal institutions and the form f Government they desire
to set up. For the moment they might be content with universal
suffrape ; later on. we phould ace them une it as o convenjent ingtrus
ment wherehy to gratify us with Republican rérime. The Ministry
aud its supporters having declined to bo intimidated hy either the
threats or vivlence of the revalutionary agitntors, the Bocialiat
chiefs, as u last resouvce, decreed a weneral strike, expecting that
the resulting paralysis ot industry, the great i) jury to trade and
businegs, and the terrorism exercised by the atrikern, would force
the Government into a surrender, A genaral strike was the preat
weapon with which thay hoped to carry sheir point. But the strike
turned ont
A Complete Failure.

It was fur, indeed, from being general, In some parts of tha
country—in the Flemish provinces cspecially—~the manifesto pro-
claiming it was practicatly unbeeded ; in cther places, numbera
joined only under threats of personal violence ; nowhrre did the
men enter the movement spontaneously or with any enthnsiasm,
After a fow days the combination collapsed ; thers wers na funda
to fall back upon, and the subseription stirted for the support of
the strikcra proved a wretched flasco, the total amount received
being a little aver £1000, of which £ 400 came from the Socialiats in
Germany, Large numbers of mwen had already returned to work,
and almost all the rect would bave fellowed their examp'e in a day
or two, when the Council-G neral of the party deemed it prodent to
iscue & fresh wanifesto, directing & cerrat on o f the shrike, although
within the same week the lcaders iu the agitaiion had again and
again declarcd that the fight chould be continued to the bitter end
angd that it was certain to be crowned with suocess, The s0-called
general strike baving thua ended 1n absolute failure, and
the Civic Guards and the army baving shown unshaken loyalty, the
ingurrectionary bubble borst, and no rmore was seen of it, What-
ever unrest there may be in Belginm is ns tuctilion< ag it i3 superfi-
cial ; in truth, no elements exist to justily cr provoke gerious dis-
content, and the vast majority of the working population, if left to
themeelves, would aek nothing better then Lo be nllowed to purrue
in quiet their customary piowations.  But this would not sait the
destgns of the rcheming, insircere politicians who, to put them-
selven in evidence and obiain posttiuns o tuch briug thew honor and
profic, proclaim them:elves the sole ehiam piong of Lie interents of the
¥55‘85| whom they repiesent as crudlly and beartleasly oppressed

8
Wealthy Pseado-Demoerata
who preach upon the beauties ot the Collectiviat theories, who pre
tend io have » robust faith in the Social milleninm, and profess a
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