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England’s hands. Then the demands made by the Boers and
the terms actually conceded to them give a very special point
to Ireland’s claim and make it indeed irresistible. As one
speaker after another at the recent Syduey meeting aptly pus
it: ¢ What we huve in Anstralin, what they Lave In Canada,
what we are giving the Boers should be Ireland’s too. It
is & point which must appeal to every fair-minded man,
whether Liveral or Conservative, and Mr. REpMOND and his
colleagues cun be sufely trusted to make the most effective
use of it.
*

Another indirect factor in the improved position of
Home Rule is the position which the colonies have attained
in relation to the Mother Country ariging out of this same
South African war. It is now notorious that but for the splen-
did mounted troops supplied so freely by Canada, Ausiral-
asia, and New Zealand the war would either have still been
dragging wearily on, or if it were ended at all it would only
have ended by complete and lasting disaster to the
British arms. Naturally, therefore, England is in a mood
to be particularly civil to the colenies just now.
The Colonial Premiers have all been invited to
take part in an Imperial Conference, which is now sitting,
and though it does not appear likely to have any immediate
practical result, Mr. CHAMBERLAIN has intimated chat if
the Colonies desire it the Mother Country will gladly admit
them to direcl representation in the Councils of the Empire,
There is nothing like striking while the iron is hot, and this
then is the time when Colonial Irighmen can most oppor-
tunely and most usefully make their voices heard on the
great gnestion thab is nearest to their hearts. As Benator
0’Cosnor eloguently pat it at the Sydney meeting :—
*Now when the end of the strain and stress of a great war
leaves the English Parliument free to consider other affairs
—now is the time when we in Australia, whose voice has
been heard, and whose aid has been sought and felt in the
building up of the Empire, should be heard and felt when
we seek to remove one of the plague-spots in the internal
administration of the Empire.

»*

To the foregoing considerations mast Te added the
fact that the ordipary chronic grievances of Ireland bave
been accentuated and aggravated lately in a manner that
very forcibly brings out, by way of contrast with the
peaceful self-government of the Colonies, the shaweful
injustice done to Irishmen in their own land. The in-
famous and outrageous Cocrcion policy—a policy which is
nurelieved by one single justifying or redeeming featnre—is
being week by week more and more widely and fiercely
applied.  Only the other day nine fresh districts were
deciared * proclaimed,! and, ns our ,Insh readers know,
throughout the whole of * proclaimed Ireland new crimes
are manafactured, public meetings—mectings that would be
entircly lawful in any other parb of the Empire—are
suppressed at the mere nod of a police officer, and
trial by jury—the great palladinm of our hbertics—ig
abolished. Nobt content with thl.s, the Government
are, by the prosceutions dirccted against Mr P. Meluen
and the editor of the Dublin Freemai, muhing a divect
attack on tlic liberly of the press, while lage cables indicate
that Dublin Castle, by means of what are Known as the D
FrEYNE trials, is engazed in a determined attewpt to eripple
and ultimately destroy tle greatest coustilutional weapon
the Trish people now have for the r:dress of their grievances,
viz., the United Trish League, All tlis is done too in .
country that is adwmittedly absolutely fl‘cie from scrious
crime and in which, as Mr WirLia O'BRIEN hﬂl‘:pl]y
expressed it, ¢ whi ¢ gloves are falling like snown i.htk.e_s on
the judges of the County Courts. Tyranny of this 1\1111}1 ix,
as Mr O'BrieN has traly said, an exhibition of wealkness
and meanness rather than of strength. aud its only eflect 1s
to crystallise Irish feeling and to weld Irishmen together
into one ab-olutely solid and united body, more determined
than ever to carry on the fight until victory is won.

*

[1 is apparent then that Teeent cvents have all conspi 1'c;d
to solidify the Trish forces and to bring out prominently
before the world the glaring injustice which lreland has 80
long suffered nnder, and, as we have said, the oublou‘k for
Trish cmancipation is wost Lopeful.  With the restoration
of Irish unity the cloud thut has so long hung over aihappy
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Ireland is fast disappearing, and the dewn of a brighter and
better day is near at hand. Ounly let that union be main-
tained, let Irishmen stand shoulder to shoulder in the
old fight, and there is every reason to hope that before
many years are over lLer claim will be allowed and Ircland
will have at last obtained the measure of justice and freedom
for which she has so long and so nobly struggled,

Notes

Pastoral Letter on Education.

Several ol the American Catholic journals published in its
entirety the Pastoral Letter on the Education Queation issued a
fow months ago by the Hierarchy of New Zealand. The New York
Freeman's Journal writes as follows :—* A mapnificent document on
Christian Education, the best and ablest we have ever seen, ia the
Pastoral Letter of the Archbishop and Bishops of New Zealand,
given on our firat page.’

A Royal Declaration.

The opinicn of the average Anglo-Saxon abont Spain is that it
is n benighted, decadent nation, badly governed, and likely at any
moment to become o complete derelict, The people, we are told, ars
muperstitions and narrow-minded, yet what a basantiful contrast we
see in the oath taken by the youthful Alfonso XIII. and the declara~
tion made by King Edward VIT. The cath taken by the young King
of Bpain on hia accession and coronation was in these wards : *I
awear by God, upon those holy relics, to keep the constitution and
lawa. If I doeo, may God reward me [f 1 fail, may He hold me to
account’ Here there is no insult to any person’s religion ; his
ndvieers do not make him say that some of his subjects are heretics or
idolators, If he were to maka use of any such offensive terms the
whole of the non-Catnolic Press of the United Kingdom would ring
with denunciation of his bigotry.

The Young King of Spain.

The young Alfonso XIIIL comes to the throme of Spain armed
with every educational advantage that can grace his royal statiom,
He attained his constitutional majority at sixteen years of age on
May 17, and he bai been moat cavefully taught and trained even
from infaney. Though he has the slender frame and delicate
appaatance 80 frequent amony princes of tho House of Hapshurg,
yet he is not so deticate ac hs appears to be, and has sofar shown no
gigns of the diseas: that carried of his father at the early age of
twanty-eight. The youthful King succeeds to a heavy load of
national troubles. The Carlist movement, the disastrons war in
Cuba, and the spreyd of Republicanism have weakened Spain of
late years, and troubles in the succession muat arise naless a direct
beir is bara 1o the throae. For many years Alfonse XILL must
realiee how uncasy lies the head that wears a crown, Yet Spain is far
from dead. Though vaoquishel with eass by the United States, she
atill plays an finportant part in the royal game of diplomacy, The
importance comas from her postion on the Mediterranean., And,
strange to say, it is the intrinsically insignificant country of Morooeo
that is the key of the position. Bo loag as Moroeso is independent,
no first class Power can establish fortifications along the Mediterra-
nean, anl so menase Spain, On this point the interesta of Britain
and Spain are timtical, fur sach an eventualicy would weaken the
importance of Gidraltar, Consderable uneasiness has recently been
displayed by the Spinish Governmsnt with ragard to the growing
friendline4y b:twean Brizain anl Portagal, whizh in turn throws
some light on our remarks liil wexk touching on Mr Seddon’s
coonmin Litions about D:ligor Bay. As a matter of fact, tha
diplomati: relations of Lhe Powars are nearly always as frazile as a
house of cirds, which a brawh may wresk, Lato this arena the
young Kiiwg hasceomz  Ils has capable advisers, aed the country is
showing 41zns of tho posdsasioz ol wosuspeotsd resoardes. Under
wise gavermnent.'Bpiin may yor regain & position worthy of her
history.

0ld Age Pensions.

Ther: spama. uunfortanalely, much) reason to belisve that a
number of persony are drawing old age pensions without posssgsing
tlie nace<iwry qualificalton of poverty. It is very evident that the
Departrienl faels som uneasingss on the subject, for it is understood
that a larze number of ¢ises are nndar unsaspected observation, and
thut soms presesntions may follow. No doubt this was to be
expocted. The magi-vrates, a3 we'l as the public. were much
impreased by the navelty of the sigat of the 0ld men and women
hobbling up for exam:nation a3 to their means, and probably in the
first biush of enthunsiastic beneficence inquiries were not toa
scrupulously pushed home. Bat it is evident that on its
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