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buildings, and the up-keep of the same, and the cost of
administration, at their own expense,

it will be seen that this is as far from placing the supporters
of denominational schools on a perfect equality with those of
board schools, as it is from placing the cost of religious educa-
tion upon the rates.

By the provision of this Bill we shall still have to collect,
by voluntary subscriptions, a large sum of money in diminution
of the public hurden, as the price we are to pay for teaching
religion in vur schools.

Nevertheless, under all circumstances, we are well satisfied
to accept this compromise (provided it be worked in a fair and
reasonable spirit}, as a setllement of the Elementary Education
difficulty.’

Medical Etiquette.

During the past week what is known as the Dr. Davies
case has been the all-absorbing topic of conversation in Dun-
edin, and as the Press Association has given the fullest pub-
licity to the incident, the interest and feeling it has aroused
locally have probably extended, though in a lesser degree, to
the rest of the Colony. ‘The matter has been so fully threshed
out in the daily papers that it may seem superfluous to make
any further reference 1o it, but as the main question involved is
one of general interest, and as it Is easier to look fairly and
calmly at the matter now than it was in the heat of the popuiar
outery which was evoked on the first publication of the facts, it
may be permitted us to say just a word or two. The facts of
the case may be very briefly stated : Mr. G. M, Marshall, a
well-known homeopathic chemist of Dunedin, had cailed in
Dr. Stephenson, a legally qualified docter, who, however, prac-
tises as a homeopathist, to attend Mrs, Marshall in her con-
finement.  About one o'clock in the morning Mrs. Marshall
became very bad, and Dr. Stephenson advised that to save the
mother’s life the life of the child should be sacrificed, and in
order that the necessary cperation might be performed he
urged Mr. Marshall to go at once for another dactor and to be
sure and get one who was possessed of the necessary instru-
ment. Mr. Marshall went to several places only to find that
the doctors were out, but eventualiy called on Dr. Davies, who,
however, in answer to his appeal for help, replied that * Dr.
Stephenson was a hemeopathist, and therelore he (Dr. Davies)
could not meet him in consultation. Mr. Marshall pleaded
that the case was a very serious one—a case, indeed, of Iife
and death—but Dr, Davies replied that that was <o much the
more reason why he should not consult with Dr. Stephenson,
and in any case he had not got the instrument required,  Ulti-
mately, alter mectng with a further refusal trom another
doctor, Mr. Marshall sccured a doctor who had got the neces-
sary instrument and was willing to use it, but belore thy apera-
tion could be attempted Blrs, Marchall succumbed.

*

Before publishing the facts of the case the representatives
of the Press called on Dr, Davies for any expianation he had
to offer and the doctor, who admits that he 15 not very ready
at cxpressing himsedt when called on unexpeaedly, made a
statement of his posivon which was so unfortunately and un-
guardedly worded asto put his athitude in the very worst pos-
sible Iight with the public and which there 15 now good reason
to behieve was very far short of doing ham justice. After ex-
plaining that he bnew there was ne use i his womng without the
instrument and that he considered his refusal would inyolve
no hardship to the patient seeiny that, as he supposcd, there
were plenty of other medical men willing and ready to act, he
proceeded Lo add these unfortunate words: T conaider that
my skill is my own property, and that b should not be com-
pelled Lo dispense with . As a matter of fact I cannot be
compelled (o dispence with it. YVou may drag a horse to the
water, but you cantwt force him to drink  If L am compelled
to go to a case | cannot be compelled to use my skl upen it
Supposing b had gene under compalsion, does 1t necessarly
follow that the paticnt would gret the benedit of my <kli? 1[ 1
had gone under protest, as would have becn the case if [ went
at all, 1 should have felt very uncomlortable.”  Takenin ther
strictest sense these words descrnibe an atutude which s alio-
gether indeiensible and which is opposed to the plaincst dic-
tates of humanmity,  One alter ancther of Dr. 1D nces” patients,
however, have come lorward te testify that he is as a doctor
the personification of pontliness and kindniss, so that it 1.
practcally certain that he was oo, i the foregoing words,
describing his own poeson b attitude bat was morely madong a
general stalemcnt to the ellect that it a doctor were compelled
agawnst fus will to attend ui such a case htle would be ganed
seeing that, thoueh you mmgzht, by some torm of compulaaon,
force him to be present, you could never compel him to u-e to
the full the cpecial persanai <kill he might happen to posseas,
Unfortunately the general public are not 1 the bat of <tap-

ping to diaw piee detnctions, Tt e they Lok Lhe
words i thar imost obsvions and anost obdect atdae sense and
a perfcet storm ol ladipriat nowas anasee. Lhe papas were
full of letters trom aedipna ©owroos and hornbod Fsb inds,
several of the letters being o Lnsivety porconad and mote than

one gomg the longth o uscesting per onal violence e the

offender. Eventually Dr. Davies made a further explanation
pointing out that the nature of the instrument askedpfor indi-
cated that the case was not one of extreme urgency, and prac-
tically disavowing the interpretation which had been put upon
his words, and the ebullition of popular feeltng on the matter
has now almost subsided.

*

There are two questions which naturally arise out of this
incident, namely, what is the extent of.Dr. Davies’ personal
culpability in the matter looked at in the light of common
sense and common humanity, and secondly, s the attitude
which was attributed to him permitied by the regulations of
ihe Medical Association, and generally approved by the pro-
fession. As to the first, it is beyond question that Dr, Davies,
first statement of his position, as guoted above, even looked at
{rom the most charitable stand-point, was mast unfortunate and
ill-advised, Dr. Davies undoubtedly committed a grave blunder
and he has suffered for it. It may be pointed out 1n mitigation
of further punishment that amongst ‘all who have had pro-
fessional dealings with Dr. Davies he bears the reputation of
being particularly gentle and humane so that his whole life
gives the lie to the harsher interpretation of h& words; that
he had consistently declined to consult with the homeopath
doctor ever since the latter had come to Dunedin ; that he did
not possess the instrument required and as he intimates that he
has never used the instrument during the whole course of a
very extensive practice it is not unreasonable to assume that he
might have had some hesitation, if not aclual scruples, about
performing an operation which, as is shown in another column,
is unequivocally condemned by the Catholic Church; and
finally that he has expressly disclaimed the ugly construction
which had been put upon his words and has practically apolo-
gised for ever having uttered them. The case has yet to go
before the medical tribunal and under all the circumstances the
public may now very safely leave it there. As to the position
of the Medical Association in the matter and of the profession
generally that has been satisfactorily vindicated by the publica-
tron, at the instance of the Association, of the rule governing
the conduct of the profession with regard to homeopaths. It is
contained in the Code of Medical FEthics (adopted
by the New Zealand Medical Associatian) and is as
follows :—¢ There is no profession in the National Code of Ethics
in anywise inconsistent with the broadest dictates of humanity,
and that the article of the code which relates to the consulta-
tions cannot be correctly interpreted as interdicting, under any
dircuimstances, the rendering of professional services whenever
there is a pressing or immediate need for them. On the con-
lrary, to meet the emergencies occasioned by disease or acci-
dent, and to give a helping hand to the distressed without
unnecessary delay, is a duty fully enjoined on every member
of the profession, both by the letter and by the spirit of the
entire code.”  That is all that could be desired, and if the pro-
fession act up to the spirit of that regulation there will be little
ground for complaint, Morecver, the Prasident of the Associa-
Lion has, in a very temperate letter, expressly repudiated the
chjectionable senliments in [r. Davies’ statement, and has
given a distinet assurance that the Association do not consider
that, i the event of any person calling on a doctor at any
hour, 1t is right that he should be sent trom door to door until
such asststance s oblained,

»*

Disagreable asthe vutery has been for the particular doctors
concerned, there can be bittle doubt that the exhibition of public
feeling i thus matter will do a great deal of good. It may
not, indeed, lead, as was at first anticipated, to legislation on
the «ubjcct nor to the establishment of any Government insti-
tution tor sccuring the supply of nedicat aid in extreme and
wgent cases, [t will sccure much the same result, however,
by hardening up publhic feehny on the subject. It will show
the medical protession that they are, after all, just as amenable
to the pressure of public opinion as any other section of the
communuty, and that 11 they disregard in "any fagrant way the
dictates of charity and humanuty, they will very speedily be
brought to book. In Dunedin, at least, the public may feel
sure there will be no eases of discourtesy or incivility frem the
doclors for a considerable time to come.

Anglican * Sisters’ and Religious Vows.

fmitation 15 said to be the sincerest lorm of flattery and
the way in which the Anglican and other nan-Catholic
Jenomimations are copying the Cathahie Church by the appoint-
ment of “deaconesses T and establishment of ¢ Sisterhoods * of
various kinds 1sa very genuine acknowledgment of the wisdom
of the Church in founding and using the various religious
Crdors which have done <o much 1o advance her interests,
We have onen wondured whether the Anglican ¢ Ststers
carrd then pitation the léngth of taking the vows which are
somdehbly avsociated waly the idea ot a geniune Sisterhood.
“Dhothey take the vaw of perpetual chastity, as Catholic nuns
oo have thyy eoly ant annual vow to be discarded or renewed
whon the twddve munthis cxpices, ar are they bound by any vow
Atoaiy’ are questhions that have been olien asked by those
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