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The Cardinal Archbishop andBishopsof the Province of

Westminster having examined the Education Bill recently
presented to Parliament, without at present going into details,
commendit in generalas a measure deserving thecordialsup-
port of thecountry.

By co-ordinating Primary, Secondary and Tertiary
Education itoffers inoutline a comprehensivenational system,
sufficientlyelastic to allow of healthy variety and of expansion
in all its branches.

While placing the syllabus of elementary secul.ir instruc-tion, with choice of subjects,under direct local popularcontrol,
and meeting the cost of teachingthe same out of public money,
the Billalso recognises the sicred right of parents to secure areligious education for their children, though it does this by
means of a financial compromise. By this compromise therepresentativesof such parentsare to provide thesites, school-

The Catholic Truth Society.
It isgratif)ing to note from the report presented at the

annual meeting, just held, of the English Catholic Trut'i
Society that this important institution has had an excellent
year's workand is, in every direction, making steady and con-
tinuous progress. During the year thememberbhiphas consi-
derably increased, a sound financial position has been main-
tained,and therehas been a steady increase in thenumber cf
the publications issued by the Society. Amongst the works
which are announced as being soon to be issued by theSociety
are two which appear to us to be of special interest and
worthy of special mention. The first is a cheap volume,
brought up to date, of Encyclicals dealingwith Socialques-
tions, whichis to be republished under the title of 'ThePope
and thePeople.' There are few questions so important and
yetso difficult as the social questions that are everywhere
exercising men's minds at the present time, and every intelli-
gent Catholic should welcome a work which givesin a cheap
andhandy form a clear and authoritative statement of the
Church's attitude on such questions. The other work, which
is tobe issued almost immedately, is the first volume of a
publication entitled 'Tie Antidote,'the object of which is to
bring together from current literature the corrections of mis-
statements,the exposureof falsehoods,and the clearingup of
mi-understandings which appear fromtime to timeinyariois
publicationso( theday. Everycne who has taken any interest
in controversy must have noticed that there are certain forms
of misrepresentation and mis-statementas to Catholic doctrine
and practice that are constantly recurring,and

'
The Antidote'

shouldprove invaluable as furnishing both clergy and laity
with a ready means of promptly and effectively replying to the
sort of running fire thus kept upagainst the Church.

Besides increasing the number of its publications the
Society has aho enlarged both the areaand the scope of its
operations. The areahas been extendedin late')ears by the
establishmentof similar societies in Scotland and Ireland,and
of quite a number of branches in America, and all these off-
shoots of the parent Society are reported* to be making excel-
lent progress. It will be rememberedalso that at the great
Australasian Catholic Congress held recently in Sydney a
resolution was formally and unanimously adoptedto the effect
that the time had now arrived for starting a branch of the
Society within the Commonwealth. The scopeof the Society's
usefulness has been, enlarged in two directions. In the first
place, the need of books for the Catholic blind, especially
those in woikhousesand infirmaries,has been receiving atten-
tion,and a start hasbeen made with the formationof a lending
library of Catholic books written in Braille for the benefit of
the Ijlind. In the second place the Society has made a new
depaitureby preparingand supplying sets of slides for magic
lanterns with suitable lectures to accompany the views. Thus
there is aset giving inteiestmg views of Rome, another set on
the Jubilee, and another set of about 80 slides illustrating
Italian religious art, and the demand for these shows that this
departure is proving extremely popularand attractive. Alto-
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gether, it is clearly evident from the present and preceding
reports that thecarter of the Catholic 'lYuthSociety is one of
ever-increasingusefulness, and both for the quantity and thequalityof the work it is doingit deservesthecordialsupport of
all who have the best interests of the Church at heart.

Current Topics

The Catholic Bishops and the Education Bill.
Whilst there is considerable differenceofopinionamongstEnglishCatholics as to the precise wayin which some of.the

minor provisions of the new Billwill work out inactual-prac-
tice, the view commonly taken is, as expressed in our leader of
last week, one of generaland cordial satisfaction with the mea-
sure. It is true, as we have already pointed out, that theper-
missive clause, leaving it optional with the local authoritywhetherthey willassume control of the school ornot, will,if itis allowed to remain, be avery serious blot on theBill. It is
truealso that the removal of some of theCatholicgrievances
under the new measure is counterbalanced by a very special
and unwarranted concession to the Nonconformists. The Bill
provides,as we pointed out last week, that in fu'ure whereverthereare areasonablenumber of Catholicchildren (sayt'lirty),
theCatholics of the district will be free to build a school at
t eir own expense,and then to have it regarded as a public
elem?ntary school, for the maintenance of which the local
authority will be responsib'e. A similar provision applies toNonconformists, but with a very important difference. If a
sufficient number of Nonconformist parents ina parish wheretheonly school isa Church of Englandschool declare that it is
unsuitable for their children, tin y may, with the permission of
the local authority and consent of the Department,call fora
separateschool to be built at the cost of theratepayers. In
o her words,the Catholics must build the'r owii schools:theNonconformistswjjlhave theirs built for them. It is probable,
howjvtr, that owing to^,their internal divisions t'leNonconfor-
mists willnot take advantage of this clause to any great extent,and,in any ca^e, Catholics will be generous mough not to
quarrel over allowing them the benefit of this concession.Altogether the Bill is, for the Catholics, a great step inadvance,and they will accept it in the fair and reasonablespirit"in which it appears tohave been framed. Theattitude
of the Church has been officially expressed in the following
resolutionspassed by the Cardinal-Archbishop and Bishops ofthe Province of Westminster at the annual Low Week
meeting.
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